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PREFACE. 

^T^ H E Sermon which gave rife to 
the publication of thefe, hav- 
ing been offered to the world as a 
Sermon of Torick^s^ I hope the moft 
ferious reader will find nothing to 
offend him, in my continuing thefe 
volumes under the fame title; 
left it fhould be otherwife, I have 
added a fecond title-page with 
the real name of the Author— the 
firfl will ferve the bookfeller's pur- 
pofe, as Torick's name is poffibly of 
the two the more known ; — ^and the 
fecond will eafe the minds of thofe 
who fee a jeft, and the danger which 
lurks under it, where no jefl was 
meant, 
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PREFACE. 

I fuppofe it is needlefs to inform 
the Public, that the reafon of print- 
ing thefe Sermons arifcs altogether 
from the favourable reception which 
the Sermon given as a fample of them 
in Tristram Shandy met with 
from the world ; — ^That Sermon was 
printed by itfelf fome years ago, but 
could find neither purchafers nor 
readers ; fo that I apprehended little 
hazard from a promife I made upon 
its republication, " That if the Ser- 
•* mon was liked, thefe fhould be 
" alfo at the- world's fervice;'* 
which, to be as good as my word, 
they here are, and I pray to God, 
they may do it the fervice I wifh. 
I have little to fay in their behalf, 
except this, that not one of them 
was compofed with any thoughts of 
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being printed; — they have been 
haftily written, and carry the marks 
of it along with them. — This may 
be no recommendation; — I mean it 
however as fuch ; for as the Sermons 
turn chiefly upon philanthropy, and 
thofe kindred virtues to it, upon 
which hang all the law and the pro- 
phets, I truft they will be no lefe 
felt, or worfe received, for the evi- 
dence they bear, of proceeding more 
from the heart than the head. I 
have nothing to add, but that the 
reader, upon old and beaten fubjefts, 
muft not look for many new thoughts 
— ^'tis well if he has new language ; in 
three or four pafTages, where he has 
neither the one nor the other, I have 
quoted the author I made free with, 
r— There are fome other paffagcs. 
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where I fufpeft I may have taken the 
fame liberty, — but 'tis only fufpicion, 
for I do not remember it is fo, other- 
wife I fliould have reftored them to 
their proper owners ; fo that I put it 
in here more as a general faving, 
than from a confcioufnefs of having 
much to anfwer for upon that fcore : 
in this however, and every thing elfe, 
which I offer, or fhall offer to the 
world, I reft, with a heart much at 
eafe, upon the protection of the hu-^ 
mane and candid, from whom I have 
received many favours, for which I 

beg leave to return them thanks^ - 

thanks. 
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SERMON I. 

Inquiry after Happinefs. 



PSALM IV. 6. 

I 

There be many that fay, Who will (hew us any good ? 
—Lord, lift thou up the light of thy countenance 
upon us. 

rpHE great purfuit of man is after 

-■' happinefs : it is the firft and ftrong- 

cft defire of his nature 5 — in every ftage 

of his life, he fearchcs for it as for hid 

treafure j courts it under a thoufand 

different fhapes, — and though perpetu- 
ally difappointed, — ftill perfifts — runs 
after and enquires for it afrelh — aflcs 
every paffenger who comes in his way, 
Who will Jhew him any good ? — who will 
aflift him in the attainment of it, or di- 
reft him to the difcovery of this great 
end of all his wifhes ? 

He is told by one to fcarch for it 
among the more gay and youthful plea- 
fures of life, in fcenes of mirth and 
B 2 



4 SERMON I. 

fprightlinefs where happinefs ever pre- 
fides, and is ever to be known by the 
joy and laughter which he will fee at 
once painted in her looks. 

A fecond> with a graver afpeft, points 
out to the coftly dwelliags which pride 
and extravagance have erefted*: — tells 
the enquirer that the objeft he is in 
fearch of inhabits there ; — that happinefs 
lives only in company with the great, 
in the midft of much pomp and outward 
ftate. That he will eafily find her out 
by the coat of many colours flie has on, 
and the great luxury and expence of 
equipage and furniture with which fhe 
always fits furrounded. 

The mifer bleflts God ! — wonders 
how any one would miflead, and wilfully 
put him upon fo wrong a fcent — con- 
vinces him that happinefs and extrava- 
gance never inhabited under the fame 
roof; — that if he would not be difap- 
pointed in his fearch, he muft look intd 
the plain and thrifty dwelling of the 
prudent man, who knows and under* 
ftands the worth of money, and caii^ 
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tioufl)^ lays it up againfl: an evil hour: 
that it is not the proftitution of wealth 
upon the paffions, or the parting with it 
at all, that conftitutes happinefs — but 
that it is the keeping it together, and the 
^gabing and gol&ing it fad to him and 
his heirs for ever, which arc the chief 
attributes that form this great idol of 
human worfhip, to which fo much in- 
ccnfe is offered up every day. 

The epicure, though he eafily re61:ifie$ 
fo grofs a miftake, yet at the fame time 
he plunges him, if poflible, into a great- 
er \ for hearing the objeft of his purfuit 
to be happinefs, and knowing of no other 
happinefs than what is feated immedi- 
ately in his fenfes — he fends the enquirer 
there j — tells him 'tis in vain to fearch 
clfewhere for it, than where nature her- 
felf has placed it — in the indulgence 
and gratification of the appetites, which 
are given us for that end : and in a word 
—if he will not take his opinion in the 
matter — he may truft the word of a 
mijch wifcr man, who has affured us— • 
that there is nothing better in this world, 

B3 



6 SERMON I. 

than that a man (hould cat and drink and 
rejoice in his works, and nnake his (wt 
enjoy good in his labour-— for that b 
his portion. 

To refcuc him from this brutal ex- 
periment — ambition takes him by the 
hand and carries him into the world,*^ 
ftiews him all the kingdoms of the earth 
and the glory of them, — points out the 
many ways of advancing his fortune and 
raifing himfelf to honour, — ^lays before 
his eyes all the charms and bewitching 
temptations of power, and aflcs if there 
can be any happinefs in this world like 
that of being carefled, courted, flatter- 
ed, and followed ? 

To clofe all, the philofopher meets 
him buftling in the full career of this 
purfuit — ftops him — tells him, if he iS 
in fearch of happinefs, he is far gone oiM: 
of his way. 

That this deity has long been baniflifed 
from noife.and tumults, where there wafr 
no reft found for her, and was fled ittth 
folitude far from all commerce of' the 
world i and in a word, if he would flnrf 
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heri he muft leave this bufy and in- 
triguing fccne, and go back to that 
peaceful fcene of retirement and booksj 
from which he firft fet out. 

In this circle too often docs a man 
run, tries all experiments, and generally 
fits down wearied and diffatisfied with 
them all at laft — in utter defpair of ever 

accomplilhing what he wants nor 

knowing what to truft to after fo many 
difappointments i or where to lay the 
faulty whether in the incapacity of his 
own nature, or the infufficiency of the 
enjoyments themfelves. 

In this uncertain and perplexed ftate 

without knowledge which way to 

turn or where to betake ourfelves for 

refuge fo often abufed and deceived 

by the many who pretend thus to Ihew 

w any good Lord ! fays the pfalm- 

ift, lift up the light of thy countenance 
vpon us. Send us fome rays of thy 
.grace and heavenly wifdom, in this 
benighted fearch after happinefs, to 
dire£t us fafely to it. O God ! let us 
,not wander for ever without a guide, 
B 4 



9 SERMON L 

in this dark region, in endlefs purfiiit of 
our miftaken good, but eolighccir our 
qyes that we fleep not in death— open to 
them the comforts of thy holy word and 
religion — lift up the light of thy coun- 
tenance upon usi — and make us know 
the joy and fatisfa^tion of living in 
the true faith and fear of Thee, which 
only can carry us to this haven of reft 
where we would be — that furc haven, 
where true joys are to be found, which 
will at length not only anfwer all our 
expedations — but fatisfy the moft un- 
bounded of our wilhcs for ever and 
ever. 

The words thus opened, naturally 
reduce the remaining part of the dif* 
courfc under two heads. — The firft 
part of the verfe — " there be many 
*' that fay. Who will fhew us any 
" good?" — To make fome reflexions 
upon the infufficiency of moft of our 
enjoyments towards the attainment of 
happinefsy upon fome of the moft 
received plans on which 'tis generally 
fought. 
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The examination of which will lead 
us up to the foiirce, and true fecret of 
ail happinefsy fuggefted to us in the latter 
part of the verfc — ** Lord ! lift thou up 
** tlic light of thy countenance upon us"" 
-ir-tbat there can be no real happinefs 
without religion and virtue, and the af- 
(iflance of God's Grace and holy Spirit 
to direct our lives in the true purfuit of it. 
Let us enquire into the difappoint* 
mentfi of human happinefs, on fome of 
the moft received plans on which 'tis 
generally fought for and cxpcdlcd, by the 
bulk of mankind. 

There is hardly any fubjcft more ex- 
haufted, or which at one time or other 
has aflForded more matter for argument 
and declamation, than this one, of the 
infufiiciency of our enjoyments. Scarce 
a reformed fenfualift from Solomon 
dow0 to our own days, who has not in 
iboie fits of repentance or difappoint- 
ipent uttered fome fharp reflection upon 
,tbe emptinefs of human pleafure, and 
<lf the vanity of vanities which difcovers 
itfclf in all the purfuits of mortal man.-— 
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But the mifchief has been, that though 
fo many good things have been faidj they 
have generally had the fate to be con- 
fidered either as the overflowings of dif- 
guft from fated appetites which could no 
longer reli(h the pleafures of life, or as 
the declamatory opinions of reclufe and 
fplenetic men who had never tafted them 
at all, and confequently were thought 
no judges of the matter. So that 'tis no 
great wonder, if the greateft part of fuch 
refleftions, however juft in themfelves 
and founded on truth and a knowledge 
of the world, are found to leave little 
iinpreflion where the imagination was 
already heated with great expeftations 
of future happinefsi and that the beft 
leftures that have been read upon the 
vanity of the world, fo feldom flop a 
man in the purfuit of the objeft of his 
defu-e, or give him half the conviftion, 
that the poffeflion of it will, and what 
the experience of his own life, or a care-* 
ful obfervation upon the life of others^ 
do at length generally confirm to ud 
alL 
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Let us endeavour then to try tlic caoft! 
upon this ilTue; and inftead of recurring i 
to the common arguments, or taking- 
any one's word in the cafe, let us truft to 
matter of fad; and if, upon enquiry, it 
appears that the adions of mankind arc 
not to be accounted for upon any other 
principle, but this of the infufficiency 
of our enjoyments, 'twill go farther to- 
Wiirds the eftablifliment of the truth of 
this part of the difcourfc, than a thou- 
fand fpeculative arguments which mighc 
be oflFcred upon the occafion. 
. Now, if we take a furvey of the life 
of man from the time he is come to rea- 
fon, to the lateft decline of it in old age 
—we fhall find him engaged, and gene- 
rally hurried on in fuch a fucceffion of 
different purfuits, and different opinions 
of things, through the different . ftages 
of his life — as will admit of no expli- 
cation, but this, that he finds no reft 
for the fole of his foot, on any of the 
I^ans where he has been led to ex- 
pcftit. 



II s \- ;^ M o N r. 

I'lii' mouunt ho t^ sr^t loofe from til-* 

|».M uk! >-\i\vMitv>iN, Mul is left to judge 

li.i liiiiiUli. .iiu! pu!Uic tr\is fchcmc his 
pwM ^> «v III* uii chouj^hts are gcnc- 
(itU lull 1. 1 i!u' tr«..^*uy luppincfs whicV 
In- i^ i:*"''^'. *^* V n.v ! ii{va, from the free 
M.)'Mmv«»i \'i I'u- j^IvMturcs in which he 
i^r-i Mili.it iu :k\ .i;;:c and fortune en* 

lit 1 .•nu »|uv J5v V* v»t' uiis— take notice^ 
li'Mv iii.1 i.uiMM.invMi us oAUght by every 
i^luiniMi; ipiviiAuvv th.ic tUtters this 
r.;|. In i. Ill, vH*ivMvc wluc imprcffions 
•♦•^ ni»W iipi'M h:\ UmIcs bv diverfions,, 
MM*'"' • \\t\\i Mu\ \\\\\\i\- — and how his 
(^.jMH "M muMi i!iv: ^MOji', living in pur- 
loit pl it»v»ii, iN.ii v.>u would think he 

1 1^ '^v^^ Imiu t,» tmulcU a few years, till 
f|it» tit^-.'' of itp[^ tuc IS worn down— and 
y»iM will IrrtUA kiw^w bim ugain. You 
will Tujil U\\\\ rnurcd into cngiigements, 
rthil \n\u\\i \ip loi' rt uuu of bufincfs and 
nnt*lutt, trtlUini^ of no other happinefs 
Init wlui cnirt's In projcds of making 
ihc iudII of il\i^ world, and pcoviding 
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for his children and children's children 
after them. Examine his notions, he 
will teil you, that the gayer pleafurcs 
of youth are only fit for thofe who 
know not how to difpofe of themfelves 
and time to better advantage* That 
however fair and promifing they might 
appear to a man unpradlifed in them — 
they were no better than a life of folly 
and impertinence, and fo far from an^ 
fwering your expeftations of happinefs, 
'twas well if you efcaped wiriiout pain. — 
That in every experiment he has tried, 
he had found more bitter than fweet, and 
for the little pleafure one could fnatch — 
it too often left a terrible fting behind it: 
Befidcs, did the balance lie on the other 
fide, he would tell you there could be 
no true fatisfaftion where a life runs on 
in fo giddy a circle, out of which a wife 
man (hould extricate himfelf as foon as he 
can,' that he may begin to look forwards, 
-T-That it becomes a man of charac5ler 
and confcquence to lay afide childilh 
things, to take care of his interefts, to 
cftablilh the fortune of his family, and 
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y^ -.;./: ' r* ;:, v'rr^ — V;-j*t: he bjs got 
#: . '<- - ' ',-: - i^'i:- -_-i frcemmii, 
>^ f -r '<<.-- r/, {vrz'S.r: to sck^cviedgt 

If../ V ^^* i .".".^zrj.^n ht hiis focnd in 
!>';/'/, --;f wi aflc hin:— he will tcU 
y/,-; •'^Jrt flit i'f/aginition painted ibmc- 
*',;;. V ;,'^^r^ r,i"» <ryc«, thereaiiry of which 
f^ ;,.% f//r yft utzincd to: that with all 
♦ >/*• ;»^/ '>f;,f*l;*tioni of his wealth, he aei- 
if/#r Ir/^'v f;jr jr/'tntr, deeps the founder, 
//r l»;}4 lr(<> <arc and anxiety upon his 
llfn\i% ffiMu at his firft letting out. 



Perhs^a, you*ll fay, fomc dignity, ho* 
nour, or title ooly is wanting-i^Ohil 
could laccomplifh thau:> as there would 
be nothing left then for me to wifh, 
good Godt how happy fhould I bel 
'Ti$ ftiii the fame — the dignity or title 
•^—chough they crown his head with ho- 
oour-'^add not one cubit to his happi** 
ncfs.^^Upon fumming up the account, 
all is found to be feated merely in the 
imagination.—The fafter he has pur- 
fued> the fafter the phantom fled before 
him {—-and to ufe the fatirift's compari- 
fon of the chariot-wheels,— hafte as they 
will, they muft for ever keep the fame 
diftance* 

But what? though I have been thus 
far difappointed in my expeftations of 
happinefs from the poflcffion of riches-i- 
«* Let me try whether I fhall not meet 
** with it in the fpending and fafliion- 
** able enjoyment of them." 

Behold! I will get me down, and 
make me great works, and build me 
houies, and plant me vineyards, and 
make me gardens and pools of water. 
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^«^:u]^ luiii onmi jaizcmr^ Uteconi^ aad he 
nii^i^cL j;^ — ami T^ imaugttg r ftss ^snsi lolfc- 
tctit iiT^.* ^' ;:n:( )mi\X^ ^trmohoidi out 

vo' "". > w'Ji jmi drscxnv ttecBcSr Ik is 
Ju•\..v^^d :»» ^anf aircunnriiiliEancac rf In 

'^KiOtfV^ i..%i >*C$ iJ^X ITw 1ZS iin^^- ming €if all 

h^rjL-n: 'tjLj^ctjKia: — Litrciff nsaoft Ibrcn* 
nA;-sr <i^.i.Y;::.-^J3rc:|. -ji cir:s wrr aniincr die 
i5wcA*o.;t av\r I^u.--^ j::^i £rr — bov often 
i; a:;u-> h:i:>,s;:r tija: x bsvsz aad fimi^ 
ai;^u;caxM'— jtrJ ikcIL, iijf Tani can coa)--^ 
pcuiul i\>T iiu:~jd2^^ 'lis onm fmr- 
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chitfed' at ft) high » prfce; and fo fbured 
by ^ mixture of oth^r incidental vexa- 
tions, as to become too o^ten a work of 
repentance, which in the end will ex- 
tort the fame:forrowful confeflion from 
him, which it did from Solomon in the 
Hkc cafe, — Lol I looked on all the 
works that my hands had wrought, and 
on the labour that I had laboured to do 
—and behold all was vanity and vexa- 
tion of fpirit-^and there was no profit 
to me under the fun* 

To inflame this account the more- 
it would be no miracle, if upon carting it 
up he has gone farther lengths than hd 
fir£k intended, run into expences which 
hgve entangled his fortune, and brought 
himfelf into fuch difficulties as to mak^ 
way for the lafl: experiment he can try 
-«*-and that is, to turn mifer, with no 
happinefs in view but what is to rife 
out of the little defigns of a fordid mind, 
fct upon faving and fcraping up all he 
has injudicioufly fpent. 

In this laft ftage — behold him a poor 
.trembling wretch, ihut up from all man* 

VOL. VI, c 
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kind— finking into utter contempt > fpetuf^ 
ing careful days and fleeplefs nights is 
purfuit of what a narrow and contracted 
heart can never enjoy ^— and let us here 
leave him to the eonviftion he will one 
day find — That there is no end of his la- 
bour — That his eyes will never be fatif- 
fied with riches^ or will fay-— *For whom 
do I labour and bereave myfelf of reft? 
— This is alfo a fore traveL 

I believe this is no uncommon piAure 
of the difappointments of human life-— 
and the manner our pleafures and enjoy- 
ments flip from under us in every ftagc 
©four life.^ And though 1 would not be 
thought by it> as if I was denying the 
reality of pleafures,. or difputing the be- 
ing of them, any more than one would 
the reality of pain — yet I muft obfervc 
on this head, that there is a plain dif- 
tinftion to be made betwixt pleafurc and 
happinefs. For though there can be no 
happinefs without pleafure — yet the re- 
verfe of the propofition will not hold 
true. — We are fo made, that from the 
common gratifications of our appetites. 
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^a&d the impreffions of a thoufand obje^Sj 
we fnaccli the one, like a tranfient gleam^ 
•without being fuifered to taflre the other^ 
and enjoy the perpetual fim-ftiine and 
fair weather which cohftantlyr attend it* 
This> I contend, is only to be found in 
religion — in the confcioufnefs of virtue 
•^«>and the fure apd certain hopes of a 
better life, which brightens all our pro- 
fpeAs, and leaves no room to dread difap- 
pointments-^becaufe the expedation of 
it is built upon a rock whofe foundations 
are as deep as thofe of heaven and helh 

And though bt our pilgrimage through 
this world— feme of us may be fo for^ 
tunatc as to meet with fome clear foun- 
tains by the way, that may cool, for a 
few moments, the heat of this great 
thirft of happinefs — yet our Saviour, 
i?ho knew the world, though he enjoyed 
but little of it, tells us, that whofoever 
drinketh of this water will thirft again : 
•**and we all find by experience it is fo, 
and by reafon that it always muft be fo. 

I conclude with a fhort obfervation 
^n Solomon's evidence in this cafe, 
c 2 
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Never did the bufy brain of a lean and 
heiStic chemift fearch for the philofo* 
pber'f flone with more pains and ardour 
than this great man did after happinefs. 
H^ was one of the wifeft enquirers into 
nature— had tried all her powers and ca- 
pacities! and after a thoufand vain fpe- 
filiations and vile experiments, he af- 
firmed at length, it lay hid in no one 
thing he had tried ^ like the chemift's 
projedlions, all had ended in fmoke, or 
what was worfe, in vanity and vexation 
of fpirit ; — the conclulion of the wl^n 
matter was this — that he advifes cvcfy 
inan who would be happy, to fear Gf^ 
and keep his commaodments. _-.,: 

. WW 
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The Hbufc oiF Feaftirig and the Houfe 
of Mourning defcribed. 

ECCLESIASTES VII. 9, 3* 

It is better to go to the houfe of mourning than to the 
houfe of feafting. 

THAT I deny-^but let us hear the 
wife man's reafoning upon it— 
for 'that is the end of all men^ and the liv-t 
i»^ will lay it to his heart : forrow is 
better than laughter — for a crack'd- 
brain'd order of Carthufian monks, I 
grant, but not for men of the world: 
For what purpofc, do you imagine, has 
God made us? for the focial fwcets of 
the well-watered vallies, where he has 
planted us, or for the dry and difmal 
defert of a Sierra Morena? are the fad 
accidents of life, and the uncheery hours 
which perpetually overtake us, are they 
c 3 
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not enough, but wc muft fally forth m 
queffi of them, — belye our owa hearts, 
and fay as your text would bnrc us, that 
they arc better than thofc of joy? did 
the Bell: of Beings fend us izico the 
world for thb end — to go weeping 
throu;xH ir, — to vex and fhorten a Irfc 
fliorr ind vexicioua enough already ? do 
ro'i ciiink, my good preacher, that he 
who u Licmiteiy happy, can envy os our 
cn'«:T-r.en J r or ekir i Being fo infinite- 
ty *:i "ui would gnirfgg a rnDuraful travel- 
ler c:ue Uiort not jod rr&cfhmencs neccA 
iity 00 fuff arc it£s tptrits thnoogh the 
fes^es ci a wccry pclgrkoage ? or chat be 
wvKsli call hcED to a fevrrc leckooijig^ 
becamic ia hjs way br kad kaftiiy fhatch- 
cvi at tNxne Ikde mgacum picafurcs, 
nT«t^ to t'^nce tt a riti toacafT joamey of 
hc^9 aosi t¥o:4Kiie Stioi to ti&e niggcdneft 
ot~ t^ ^^Ai, aard dK' sijroy hard juSdiogji 
h^ is t^sirr tK? ;n^serc wkSt? Coafiider, I 
b<ii^"'\ ^x:. w>.^ pri?vi5DQ asd accom- 
WKNtJitv.:!^ tjse A.-^'xrc ct ccr bebg has 
|>W5i\ii:vv? ^\r ^*:is 5^::^ ^"e CMgte not go 
\v\ v^vt vuv jonrcwi355r — Skw mmv cara- 
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vanferas of reft — what powers and fa- 
culties he has given us for taking it — 
what apt objefts he has placed in our 
way to entertain us ; — fome of which he 
has made fo fair, fo exquifitely fitted for 
this end, that they have power over us 
for a time to charm away the fcnfe 
of pain, to cheer up the dejected heart 
under poverty and ficknefs, and make 
it go and remember its miferies no 
more. 

I will not contend at prefent againft 
this rhetoric j I would chufe rather for 
a moment to go on with the allegory^ 
and fay we are travellers, and, in the moft 
aflFcfting fenfe of that idea, that like tra- 
vellers, though upon bufinefs of the laft 
and neareft concern to us, we may furely be 
allowed to amufe ourfelves with the na- 
tural or artificial beauties of the coun- 
try we are pafling through, without re- 
proach of forgetting the main errand we 
are fent upon i and if we can fo order 
it, as not to be led out of the way, by 
the variety of profpeds, edifices, and ru- 
ins which folicit us, it would be a non- 
c 4 
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Uudi *1 piece of fdint-crrantry, to fl^ut 

f»ui ryr-it ..5' 

liur Irt us not lofe fight of .tho/argu- 
^>/ii» iff |»uifuic of the fiiiiik* . ^ .; .. 

|>'» Hi iTincmbcr^ various as our «r 
f.tiififiiisj aiv-— thut wc have ftillfctour 
(4/ * ij Miwurds Jcrulalcm — that wc.havc a 
^A^tt: (A veil and happincfs, towards 
V/l.i' l» wr liiillcn> and that the way to get 
iUm: it, not l"u much to pleai'e our hearts, 
u^ [i» ui\[no\\: them in virtue; — that 
UiUiU ;tiul 11 Milin<i; are uiually no friends 
Hi .it liii vwments of this kind — but that a 
ft4loii of iitlUction ii in fome fort a fca- 
Um cjf jiieiy — not only becaufc our fuf» 
fcrin^i) arc upt to put us in mind of our 
fins, but that by the check and interrup- 
tion whiih they give to our purluits, 
they allow Uh what the hurry and buIHc 
of the world too often deny us, — and 
that is, a little time for reflection, which 
is all that moft of us want to make us 
wifer and better men i — that at certain 
times it is fo neceflary a man's mind 
(hould be turned towards itlelf, that ra- 
ther than want occafions, he had better 
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purchafc them at the expcncc of his 
prefcnt happinefs. — He had better, as 
the text exprefles it, go to the boufe of 
mournings where he will meet with fomc- 
thing to fubdue his paflions, than to thc^ 
houfe of feafting, where the joy and gai- 
ety of the place is likely to excite them : 
That whereas the entertainments and 
carcffcs of the one place expofe his heart 
and lay it open to temptations — the for- 
rows of the other defend it, and as natu- 
rally Ihut them from it. So ftrange and 
unaccountable a creature is man ! he is 
fo framed, that he cannot but purfue 
happinefs — and yet unlefs he is made. 
fomctimes miferable, how apt is he to 
miftake the way which can only lead 
bim to the accompliftiment of his own. 
wifhes ! 

This is the full force of the wife man's 
declaration. — But to do farther juftice 
to his words, 1 will endeavour to bring 
the fubjeft ftill nearer. — For which pur- 
pofc, it will be neceflary to ftop here, 
and take a tranfient view of the two 
places here referred to, — the houfe of 
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ttiourning, and the houfc of fcafling, 
Oivc mc leave therefore, I befeec^ yon 
to rt<.iii bo:h of them for a momem, to 
your imaginations, that fronn theaoe I 
rnay appeal to your hearts, how faidH 
fully, and upon what good grounds, Ac 
eijccts and natural operations of each 
UJ.O!) our minds are intimated in Ac 
icxt. 

And firft, let us look into the houie of 
(calling. 

And here, to be as fair and candid as 
poliiblc in the defcription of this, we 
will not take it from the worft orig^aalsy 
fuch as arc opened merely for the iale 
i)i virtue, and fo calculated for the end, 
that the difguife each is under, not only 
gives power fafely to drive on the bar- 
f^^ain, but fafcly to carry it into execu- 
tion too. 

This we will not fuppofe to be the 
calc — nor let us even imagine the houfe 
of fcafting to be fuch a fcene of in- 
temperance and excefs, as the houfe of 
fcafting does often exhibit — but let us 
take it from one, as little exceptionable 
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as we can— where there is, or at Icaft 
appears, nothing really crimind— 4)ut 
where every thing feems to be kept with- 
in the vifible bounds of moderation and 
fobriety. 

Imagine then fuch a houfe of fealting, 
where, either by confent or invitation, a 
number of each fex is drawn together, 
for no other purpofe but the enjoy- 
ment and mutual entertainment of each 
other, which we will fuppofe Ihall arifc 
from no other pleafures but what cutlom 
authorifes, and religion does not abfo- 
lutely forbid. 

Before we enter let iis examine, 

what muft be the fentiments of each in- 
dividual previous to his arrival, and we 
(hall find, that however they may differ 
from one another in tempers and opi- 
nions, that every one feems to agree in 
this— that » as he is going to a houfe de- 
dicated to joy and mirth, it was fit he 
fcould diveft himfelf of whatever was 
likely to contradift that intention, or 
be inconfiftcnt with it, — That for this 
purpofe, he had left his cares — his fe- 
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rious thoufirhrs-^iaf his moni Trflec^ 
tions behind hix, 2nd vas oome fivtli 
from iKwnr wirh oahr fndi 
and gaicry of hTzn as fuited the ( 
and promoted the intended nunli and 
joilitT of thr place. Wkk das peqiar* 
ratioo of mind, which is as little asxaa 
be fuppofcd, iiDce it will ainoaac ((mici 
more than a defire in each to xmder 
himl'elf an acceptable gucft, — ^let us ccmh 
ceive them entering into the haaSc 4d 
fcafting> with hearts fct loofe from ^/rtcwc 
reiif aints, and open to the cspe&atiou 
of receiving pieafurt. It is not occcffiQ^t 
as I premilVd^ to bring incempemiee 
into this fcene — or to liij^fe fuch «a 
CKcefs in the gratincation of the apfKn 
titesy as Ihall ferment the blood and ioK 
the defires in a flame : — Let us .adnufc 
no more of ir, therefore, than will geatljr. 
ftir them, and fit them for the impndf* 
fions which fo benevolent a comnnerec 
will naturally excite. In this difpofitioni' 
thus wrought upon beforehand and al^ 
ready improved to this purpofe, — take 
notice how mechanically the thought 
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and fpirits. rife — how^ibon and infenfibljf 
thcjf are got above the pitch and firft 
bounds which cooler hours woiild have 
maxfl^. 

■When the gay and fmiling afpeft of 
ihingK has begun to leave the paiTages 
tOL a man's heart thus thoughtlefsly un- 
guarded-^when kind and careflfing looks 
of every objeft without, that can flatter 
his ienfes, have confpired with the ene- 
my ^nthin, to betray him, and put him 
off his defence, — when mufic likewife 
hath: lent .her aid^ and tried her power 
upoit the paffions, — when the voice of 
finging men, and the voice of Tinging 
women, with the found of the viol and 
theiJute, have broke in upon his foul, 
and> in fome tender notes have touched 
the-fecret fprings of rapture, — that mo- 
meot let us diflfeft and look into his 
hearCj^^fee how vain 1 how weak ! how 
empty a thing it is ! Look throtrgh its 
fevcral rcceffes,— thofc pure manfions 
formed for the reception of innocence 
and virtu^^-^fad fpedacle ! Behold thofc 
fair inhabitants now difpofleflx*d — turned 
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But this, you'll fay, is the worft ac- 
count of what the mind may fufFer 
here. 

Why may we not make more favour- 
able fuppofitions ? — that numbers by 
cxercife and cuftom to fuch encounters, 
learn gradually to defpife and triumph 
over them ; — that the minds of many 
are not fo fufceptible of warm impref- 
fions> or fo badly fortified againft them, 
that pleafure (hould eafily corrupt or 
foften them ; — that it would be hard to 
fuppofe, of the great multitudes which 
daily throng and prcfs into this houfe of 
feafting, but that numbers come ouc 
of it again, with all the innocence with 
which they entered 5 — and that if both 
fexcs are included in the computation, 
what fair examples fhall we fee of many 
cf fo pure and chafte a turn of mind — 
that the houfe of feafting, with all its 
charms and temptations, was never able 
to excite a thought, or awaken an incli- 
nation which virtue need to blulh at — 
or which the moft fcrupulous confciencc 
might not fupport. God forbid we 
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il^i^ ^ Ml nni^ ekuqie rsss^mr^ and gor 

tfM mt fhf€f hm Cf> be redkcocd 
^He FM>fe liMtoaaie adfrenaircni- 
i^m^ t0$t woold 0or abfetutdr ] 
Ihe a(ef€Tnff>c^ or be ib croicai » to cod*- 
4emfV ererf one who tries it, finoc dicic 
ire A> mamy^ I fuppofe, who canoor ipcffl 
^ Mberwifr^ and whofe condickm and 
ttWuUm in life unavoidably force cheiii 
t»pon it — ^yec we may be allowed to dc- 
(tfibc this fair and flattering coaft— -we 
may point out the unfufpeded dangers 
p( iff and warn the unwary paflenger 
wh^f e they lie. We may /hew him what 
ha^arch his youth and inexperience wiU 
timp how little he can gain by the vcn- 
iutCf and how much wifcr and better it 
wmild be (as is implied in the text) to 
feek occafions rather to improve his litde 
ftock of virtue, than incautioufly expofe 
it to fo unequal a chance, where the beft 
he can hope is to return fafe with whaij 
trtaftirc he carried out — but where, pro- 
bably, he may be fo unfortunate as to 
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Idfe it'^lll— be^teft hiitlfelf/ and undone 
ferie?cr. ' 

Thttt much for tht houft of feafting s 
whkh;^ by the way, though generally 
open at other times of the year through* 
out the'irorkl; is fuppofed, in chriftian 
eounmes, now every where to be uni- 
▼erfally ihuc up. And, in truth, I have 
been more full in my cautions againft 
it, not only as reafon requires, — but in 
reverence to this feafon*, wherein our 
church exafts a more particular forbear- 
ance and felf-denial in this point, and 
thereby adds to the reftraints upon plea- 
furc and entertainments which this re- 
prefentation of things has fuggcfted 
againft them already. 
* Here, then, let us turn afide from this 
gay fcene ; and fufFer me to take you 
with me for a moment to one much fit- 
ter for your meditation. Let us go into 
die houfe of mourning, made fo by fuch 
iffliftions as have been brought in, mere- 
ly by the common crofs accidents ancj 

• Pitached in Lent. 
VOL. VJ. 



iiifailrn to which ccr ^Q-Zscjzoa is ex* 
pofcvT, — whe^f, pcT^i-p^ zrjT ^.gcd pa- 
rents lit brokea-h^i-rrri, pc<Tcrii lo their 
fouls with thr (ixly anc :^Dki;2orct:oQ of m 
thanklefs CiLiid — itm: ciuJd i>z vxir ptay* 
cr?, in whom tli ihrir fcc^pcs tac cxpcc- 
tat:o*is ccstrrrc : — pczbz^ a a:5Qrc af- 
fecting icrnr — a vlrrj'ju5 frriiv Iftng 
pinched wiih want, whrrc th< unfoitu- 
natc fupport of ic h-ivLig ioag timgglcd 
with a train of rr.isforrjntrs, and bmvcljr 
fought up ag^^aft them — is now piteouf- 
\f borne down at the iaft— overwiielncied 
with a cruel blow which no forecaft or 
frugality coi:ld iiave prevented. — O Goo! 
look upon his affiictions — Behold him 
diftracled with many forrows, furround* 
ed with the tender pledges of his iov#, 
and the partner of his cares — without 
bread to give them, unable, from the re- 
membrance of better days, to dig; — to 
beg, aftiamed. 

When we enter into the houfe of 
mourning fuch as this — it is impoflible 
to infult the unfortunate even with an 
inipropcr look— Under whatever levity 
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apd diflipation of heart, fuch objefts 
catch our eyes, — they catch likewife our 
attentions, coUeft and call home our 
fcattered thoughts, and cxercife them 
with wifdom, A tranfient fcene of dif- 
trefs, fuch as is here fketched, how foon 
does it furnilh materials to fct the mind 
at work ? how neceflarily does it engage 
it to the confideration of the miferies 
and misfortunes, the dangers and cala- 
mities to which the life of man isfubjed? 
By holding up fuch a glafs before it, it 
forces the mind to fee and refledt upon 
the vinityi — the perifliing condition and 
uncertain tenure of every thing in this 
world. From refledbions. of this ferious 
caft, how infenfibly do the thoughts carry 
us farther ? — and from confidering, what 
we are — what kind of world we live in, 
and what evils betal us in it, how natu- 
rally do they fet us to look forwards at 
what poflibly we fhall be ? — for what 
kind of world we are intended — what 
evils may befal us there — and what pro- 
vifion we Ihould make againfl: them here, 
whilfl: we have time and opportunity. 

D 2 
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If thcfc Icflbns arc (6 inffpirihlc frooa 
the houfc of mourning here fcppol'cd— 
v/c fhall find it a ftill more inftmdnre 
f(M(}<A of wifdom when we take a view 
of tlic place in that more afieeting light 
in which the wife man feems to confine 
if in the text^ in which, by the houie of 
tnourning, I believe, he means that 
particular fcene of forrow, where there 
is liinientation and mourning for the 
drad. 

I'urn in hither, I befeechyou, fort 
moment. Behold a dead man ready to 
lir carried out, the only fon of his mo- 
thrr, and fhc a widow. Perhaps a mort 
nf\vf\m\r fpcftacle — a kind and indid- 
prrit father of a numerous family, lies 
hMMtlilrfn — fnatchcd away in the 
lltMif/rli of his age — 7-torn in an evil 
hour (Voin his children and the bofom of 
a (lilconlblate wife. 

Hrhold much people of the city ga- 
tlirrrd together to mix their tears, with 
(irtrlcd forrow in their looks, going hea- 
vily along to. the houfe of mourning, to 
perform that laft melancholy office^ 
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Which, when the debt of nature is 
paid,., we. are called upon to pay to each 
Gthcr. 

li this fad.occafion which leads him 
there, has not done it already, take no- 
tice, to what a ferious and devout frame 
of mind every man i$ reduced, the mo- 
ment he enters this gate of afflidkion. 
The bufy and fluttering fpirits, which in 
the houfe of mirth were wont to tranf- 
port him from one diverting objcft to 
another— fee how they ai-e fallen ! how 
peaceably they are laid ! In this gloomy 
mandon full of fhades and uncomforta- 
ble damps to feize the foul — fee, the light 
and cafy hear^ which never knew what 
it was to think before, how penfive it is 
now, how foft, how fufceptible, hov ^ull 
of religious Jmpreflions, how deeply it 
is fmittcn with fenfe and with a love of 
virtue. Could we> in this crifis, whilfl: 
this empire of reafon and religion lads, 
and the heart is^hus exercifed with wif- 
dom and buCed with heavenly contem- 
plations — could we fee it naked as it is 
—dripped of its paffions, unfpoctcd by 
D 3 



::^ wcrxin "^^ rrgirilcts of its pica- 
iir« — «^ tr-5?rt xtjcn tifcJT reft our 
,:auir'5in«i4X ri^s ^^^gic cviicncc, and ap- 

jxxtiT '>\S3k ^'X nacit i -u:i cfercrmination 
ij^r^. It ik-^^^KT ct dac hcole of mourn- 
5^^ • — nx tJbr :ts c^rz rikc, bet as it is 
f-5;^!f a It v^rtBt, zssi bcccrr^es the oc- 
ca^^'^t ^' it «5oA »oc. Without this 
^rsz^ i^TTtm^ I ^mrt iss CO ufe but to 
fS'>-!^- i man'i ^sTi — SMT cam gravity^ 
^ ::^ al i:^ ibodied xfcrr.rty of look 
^fyf^ cmriagt, lirve ary end but to make 
o!>c Kalf of the worii znaij^ and im- 

Conf>der whac has bc^n€ud, and may 
Ooc of hss mcTC^ bkr^ you ! Amen. 
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SERMON III. 
Philanthropy recommended* 

LUKE X. 36, 37. 

Which now of thefc three, thinkeft thou, was neighbour 
unto him' that fell amongft the thieves ?— And he faid, 
He that fliewcd mercy on him. Then faid Jefus unto 
him->«-Go, and do thou likcwifc, 

J N the foregoing verfes of this chapter, 
•*• the Evaogelift relates, that a certain 
lawyer flood up and tempted Jesus, 
faying, Matter, what* (hall I do to inhe- 
rit eternal ]ife ? — To which enquiry our 
Saviour, as his manner was, when any 
,j enfnaring ^ queftion was put to him, 
which he faw proceeded more from a 
defign to entangle him, than an hdncft 
view of getting information — inftead 
of giving a direft anfwer which might 
afford a handle to malice, or at beft fervc 
D 4 
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\*iu^ vo ^rAiuV SA impertiaent humouf-^ 

Ni^ uvu^vi;s:l>r nt:s>ru the <iueftkm upon 

^Nc uKiit >» ho JuVoi it, jind uatvoidably 

I kK^ ^• u v^jv*> civc ttccdE::y of anfwtr^ 

>y(4 ^uv vU i— Jtr^vij 4s i?, the prefeat 

s JLtw 1\^^ i^^f^^xCuljjr cwimloo of the en- 

\:v ■ v I, w^N^ ^^* litrj^iXHSrvl genenl kaow-- 

kv.is > '^ ^'l s^^>?tr crricic^ of learnings 

\-' \ -.v = w'»A^ ^*^ tU;^v« 5« co^d be igno- 

^•v^k ^"i vV vvvr xiiii^cc ;« this queftion, 

v.^^ x*'ivv''*-'ii^> >■*<' ^'^^ evtrjr oae knew 

\\,\v xv/wvv vx^ i3^^ head by their 

K\-v« \ ^^'-^v'x^i. vtic ^Jivtocit therc- 

vssY •tv^iSt^Ti^ I> '*" ^>^ i^sfe >^«^ oneniorj of 

%v %VA ^l;v\iv>^ — \Vm^ 5i wintJOTi iathe 
Va^xv V^ vV^kn^A ii>,Hii— Upon which 
xV v•■S■*'^'^*^'^■ ^V;*^?^ iiit ^eaewl heads 
xM v*'^^^ viO ^*^ v'^'^^ ^*>^ Max^ asde- 
\\\Y^Nx\ H> vV ^i:^ v^: Lcriikcs and 
^Nr ^vN ss ^\\••^>vvl^x\r^ — nau^ciy — 

f(^-'l ^^'' <'•' ^^ff \\ 4rtt*, irw -«fcT mtTgiimar 
^\ i^<^\y'> K VSfN ivc^l 5.^v;oi:3i teU$ 
>suss^ ^v N^'^ ^^■>*^^^ Jt^^t. iur^i if he 
H^^NX^>\^ ^^Ai k4^ ^ co^ noc 
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fail of the bleffmg he feemed defi- 
rous to inherit. — Tbis doy and thou Jhalt 
live. 

But he, as the context tells us, will- 
ing to juftify himfelf— willing poflibly 
to gain more credit in the conference, 
or hoping perhaps to hear fuch a par- 
tial and narrow definition of the word 
neighbour as would fuit his own princi- 
ples, and juftify fome particular oppref- 
fions of his own, or thofe of which his 
.whole order Ir.y under an accufation — 
fays unto Jesus in the a9th verfe — 
And who is my neighbour? Though the 
demand at firft fight may feem utterly 
trifling, yet was it far from being fo in 
fa6t. For according as* you undcrftood 
the term in a more or lefs reftrained fenfe 
— it produced many neceffary variations 
in the duties you owed from that rela- 
tion. — Our bleflcd Saviour, torcftify 
any partial and pernicious miftake in this 
matter^ and to place at once this duty of 
the Jove of our neighbour upon its true 
bottom of philanthropy and uriivcrfal 
kindnefs, makes anfwor to the propofed 
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iy*ri> on^ not by any far-fetched refine* 
MK ii? from the ichools of the Rabbles, 
w> . » f IV -'jit have iboner Clenccd chian 
t..;tv.iKv\t the man — but by a dSrect 
ii;r^<*l to huiran nature in an inlfcince 
»K kIiu* of a inan falling amoogti: 
i)m<vcn, Uit in the grcateil diftrefs im»« 
jL'iiM>k\ vii by chance a Samaritan^ an 
>i K.I Ih iy*::cr, coming where he was, l^ 
^ri 1. 1. f^r.^Mc^it go<x!nefs and compaSioni 
m>i uiWy rvlicvtd him at prefent, but 
».»;,;;, I>. i» iiirder his protcdioo, and ge« 
II, M»i»My |>rt>viv!nl for his future fafety. 

i,>M rhc dole of which engaging ac- 
^oM,.r our SwioL'R appeals to the 
,,»i.,\ p^n Inart in the firft verfe of the 

th^'ii, iVit} Hi'i^ht;oiir unio tim thai fell 
nNh'it'-Jt I hi thtrvcs? and inftead of draw- 
Miv. »1k' MiKicncc hiinfclf, leaves him to 
\\i H.lc iM f ivunr of \o noble a principle 
i'» .vKk'H'lv loiinJed in mercy. — The 
t »wvc'» l^uk'v widi the truth and jufticc 
^^M iIh" '''KiiiiK', .ijid franldy a(kno^«4edg- 
• 11 • il>c K>Kc Of* it, our bleffed Saviour 
vvm;UkIv> cKc ucbdCc v/ith a fhort admo- 
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nition, that he would praftife what he 
had approved— and go, and imitate tha^: 
fair example of univcrfal benevolence 
which it had fct before him. 

In the remaining part of the difcourfc 
I (hall follow the fame plan; and there^ 
fore Ihall beg leave to enlarge firll upon 
the ftory itfelf, with fuch reflexions as 
will arife from it; and conclude,. as bur 
Saviour has done, with the /ame ex- 
hortation to kindnefs and humanity 
which fo naturally falls from it. 

A certain man, fays our Saviour, went 

down from Jerufalem co Jericho, and 

fell among thieves, who ftripped him of 

his rainwnt, and departed, leaving him 

half-dead. There is fomething in our 

nature which engages u& to take part in 

every accident to which man is fubjed, 

from what caufe foever it may have 

happened; but in fuch c^amitics as a 

man has fallen into through mere mif- 

fortune, to be charged upon no fault or 

indiscretion of himfelf, there is Ibme- 

thing then fo truly intcrefting, that at 

the firft fight we geiKrally make them 
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MH i^vviii iH>l altu;jrthcr from 1 rcS^ticff 
i.'i.M ii» y ini^Jii UsLvc l)rtn or rr.ay be 
io^ l.t.i. U.1U 11^ I tiiiiu a c'crr.iin gcn^rcurr 
»...: uii iv jiuii i»f iiiiiiirc which d.fpclis 
li^ ii»i iojin'aitiui, ubllr.Uicd frorr, all 
. ,.,4iuU»'ii»*'i»^ i»i K-lr: lo that withcic 
.fci,» ..:i!v:i v.it»K- aot ol ihc will, we lliffcr 
%wia i-J^*- iu»u>iUMKiu» uiul feci a wcigfac 
M^-.*,i *»i»4 ij'nu!* \vc kiK)\v not why, on 
u^.i.*, »»v iiK'it tv»miium inftances of 
1. 1. I .liiu^iv BuL where the fpefta- 
u.uv>»nuu>i»lv tiLigical, and com 
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J v^.i.\ iM.uiv circuuillances of 

, ..K *uiKi .> '.hcu taken captive at 

, , . ,.»»: .ww/o ii iiivliitevl to it, has no 

. ,,, \v v.i t.iuo, buE furrendcrs 

, _, ,. :a -'W ic.sK . ciuocions of pity 

,,.. .v^.uvi.u Sx> that when one 

,. . .1 .^ ;\..ivil^ part of our na-* 
vw . vv.-.u'... A»v^\ '^ ...chcr, one would 
,A ,, L . v.iiX^ o. -a:x to ^>ok upon 
ui u V V. ...u.- :• -i.^; li'iinVlr' in fome 
^,,, ... V -.w.w.i.w ,\* .^c i:.:c:cii of him 
,, ,,. ,. .i^ » .- L v'» o.'.c ^vo'jU diink 
u ..u.^'.i.^'-^ v"- -^-' •-' .'c iv^iv.e tern- 
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formed cither of fuch impenetrable mat- 
ter, or wrought up by habitual fclfifti- 
nefs to fuch an utter iqfenfibility of what 
becomes of the fortunes of their fellow- 
creatures, as if they were not partakers 
of the fame nature, or had no lot or con- 
neftion at all with the fpecies. 

Of this charafter, our Saviour pro- 
daces two difgraceful inftances in the 
behaviour of a Prieft and a Levite, 
whom in this account he reprefents as 
coming to the place where the unhappy 
man was; — both pafling by without 
either ftretching forth a hand to aflift, 
or uttering a word to comfort him in his 
diftrefs. 

And by chance there came down a 
certain prieft! — merciful God! that a 
teacher of thy religion (hould ever want 
humanity — or that a man whofe head 
might be thought full of the one, (hould 
have a heart void of the other! — This 
however was the cafe before us — and 
though in theory one would fcarcc fuf- 
peft that the leaft pretence to religion, 
^nd an open difrcgard to fo main a part 
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of it, could ever meet together in one 
perfonj ycc in faft it is no fidlitious 
charader. 

Look into the world — how often do 
you behold a fordid wretch, whofe ftrait 
heart is open to no man's affliction^ 
taking flicker behind an appearance of 
piety, and putting on the garb of reli- 
gion, which none but the merciful and 
compaflionate have a title to wear. Take 
notice witlj what fanftity he goes to the 
end of his days, in the fame felfifli track 
in which he at firft fet out — turning 
neither to the right hand nor to the 

left but plods on porjss all his 

life long upon the ground, as if afraid 
toloobup, left perad venture he fhould 
ice aught which might turn him one 
moment out of that ftrait line where 

intereft is -carrying him; or if, by 

chance, he ftumbles upon a haplefs ob- 
ject of diftrefs, which threatens fuch a 
difafter to him — like the man here re- 
preiented, devoutly paiTing by on the 
other fide, as if unwilling to truft himr- 
fclf tc the imprelTions of nature, or ha- 
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zard the inconvenitoces which piry might 
lead him into upon the occafion. 

There is but one llroke wanting in this 
piSturt of an unnicrciful man to render 
the charader utteriy odious, and that 
our Saviocr gives it in the following 
inftance he relates upon it. And like- 
wife, fays he, a Levite^ when be was at 
the place J came and looked at bim. It was 
not a tranfient ovexfight, the hafty or ill- 
advifed negleft of an unconfic^ring hu- 
nxnir, with which the beft-difpofed arc 
ibmetimes overtaken, and led on beyond 
the point where otherwife they would 
have wifhed to ftop— No!— on the con- 
trary, it had all<he aggravation of a de- 
liberate act of infenfibility proceeding 
from a hard heart. When he was at the 
place, he came and looked at him,—* 
confidered his misfortunes, gave time 
for reafon and nature to have awoke — 
faw the imminent danger he was in — 
and the prcfling neceflity of immediate 
help, which fo violent a cafe called 
aloud forj and after all-— turned afide, 
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and unmercifully left him to all thedif* 
trcfles of his condition. - • n^; 

In all unnncrcifiil adions the worftof 
men pay this compliment at le^ co-hii- 
^manity, as to endearour to wedr as- madi 
<)f ehe appearance of it, a* the caft ■will 
well let them; — fo that in the hanrdrft 
a6ts a man (hall be guilty of, he his 
fonne motives, true or falfe, always reai^ 
to offer, either to fatisfy himfelf or thb 
world, and, God knows, too often^ to 
impofe both upon the one and the other. 
And therefore it would be iio hard nodOr 
ter here to give a probable gucfs at whflit 
paffcd in the Levite*s mind in the pits- 
fent cafe, and Ihew, was it neccffary, fiff 
what kind of cafuiftry he fettled llit 
matter with his confcience as he pafid 
by, and guarded all the pafiages toim 
heart againft the inroads which piqr 
might attempt to make upon the oce^ 
(ion. — But it is painful to dwell 4dp|^ 
upon this difagreeable part of the ftai^ 
I therefore haften to the concluding^i»?j 
cident of it^ which is fo amiable, th^tbas 
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canoot eafily be too copious in refledions 
upon it. — And behold, fays our SavI- 
Otfiij a certain Samaritan as he journeyed 
came where he was s and when he faw 
hin> he had compaiTion on him— and 
l¥€n( to him — bound up his wounds, 
poxiring in oil and wine — fet him upon 
his own bcaft, brought him to an inn, 
and took care of him. I fuppofe, it will 
be fcarce neceffary here to remind you 
that the Jews had no dealingg with the 
Samaritans— an old religious grudge — 
the worft of all grudges, had wrought 
fuch a dillike between both people, that 
they held thcmfelves mutually difcharg- 
ed not only from all offiees of friendihip 
and kindnefs, but even from the moft 
common a£b of courtefy and good 
manners. This operated fo ftrongly in 
our Saviour's time, that the woman of 
Samaria feemed aftonilhed that he, be- 
ing a Jew, fhould aji water of her who 
was a Samaritan; — fo that with fuch a 
prepofleffion, however diftrcfsful the 
cafe of the unfortunate man was, and 
how reafonably foevcr he might plead 

VOL. VI, B 
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<*^r [)\xy from another man, there was 

little aid or confolation to be looked for 

from fo iinpromifing a quarter, jflasf 

after I l\3vc been tv:ic€ pajfcd by^ negleSid 

iy ir.cn cf im o'xn nation end rcligicn^ bound 

ly ,'o many tics to ajiii mc, Uft here friend-' 

•tfs i-nJ unfitted both ly a Priefi and a Z>- 

'w;7<\ men id'ofe frcfcjfion and fttperior ad- 

^witogcs cf knowledge eculd not leave them 

in the dark in what wanner tbeyfootdd dif-^ 

il\in:e this debt wbiib my condition claims 

— after this — 'xbat lopes? "Vibat expeSla- 

ti:7:s from a paffenger^ not only a fir anger, 

— hit a Samaritan releafed from all obli- 

-.:.'.vv.f to mCy and h a national dijlike in^ 

f^r-c.! ly m:t:u.il HI offices ^ now made my 

:\\"*n\ af:J mere likely to rejoice at tbe evils 

:: .V.f Isvc fallen ftpon me^ tban to flretcb 

•.•::• .: \tn,^ t;} ft'Ve me from tbem! 

'Tis no uiiruitunil foliloquy to ima- 
...•'^•; !nic the unions of generous and 
^vsp;Mi':oiMCc tcmpcrs baffle all little 
:v a!i>niii:;^ .ihoiic chcm. — True charityj 
ii (lu* Vjvlllc's Jcfcrlption, as it is krndj 
I ul !N not cmIUv provoked, fo it mani-' 
kiir^vl \}\\i. chai.icl^^r here j — for we fioJ 
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When he came where he was, and beheld 
his dlftrefs, — all the unfriendly palEons, 
which at another tinne might have rofe 
within him, now utterly forfook him and 
ficd: when he faw his misfortunes — he 
forgot his enmity towards the man, — 
dropped all the prejudices which educa- 
tion had planted againil him, and in the 
room of them, all that was good and 
compaffionate was fufFered to Ipeak in 
his behalf. 

• In benevolent natures the impulfe to 
pity is fo fudden, that like inftruments 
of mufic which obey the touch — the ob- 
jects which are fitted to excite fuch im- 
l^reffions work ib inftantaneous an effeO:, 
that you would think the will was fcarce 
tonccrricd, aiid that the mind was alto- 
gether paflive in the fympathy which her 
own goodnefs has excited. The truth is 
—the foul is generally in fuch cafes fo 
Inililjr taken up and wholly engrofled by 
fte objeft of pity, that fhe does not at- 
tend to her own operations, or take lei- 
fijte to examine the principles upon which 
Hit afts. So rilat the Samaritan, though 

£ 2 
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the mommt he faw him iie had opnripfir-f 
ffOn on him, yet, fudckn as the i^qiajtiofi i$, 
re prelcmed, you are not do imagine .tj^ 
it waa mechanical^ but thai. t^icre. was a 
tettled principle of humanity, nn^^fl/aqd-- 
nofs which operated within himp.mdj^ 
Hueticcd not only the firft impulibpf kindr 
ne l*i« but the continuation of it d^soMghr 
out thf rtftof to engaging a befaaviouiu 
And becaufe it is a pleufure to look, into 
A gvHHl mindi and trace out as far as on/t 
is ablfi what pafirs within it on fuc)i oqi* 
rdtKHtiit^ t ihall beg kavc for a monoetit 
t\^ ItAtt ^w account of what was likely to 
l^%il^ in his anvl in what manner fo di(r 
trttftful a catc would iiece0ari)y work 
u(>on luch a ditpoiition* 

Ait he apprtMched the piace wliere the 
uttlortunatr nmn lay, the inftant he be- 
held hiun no vloubt lome fuch traip of 
rvrtfihoMs a? this wouM rife in hif mind* 
** IhhhI \.ivxl I tvhat a Ipeit'fauJc of mifc^ 
" vio I btehold!-— ^a man ftrippo^ /^ 
•• hi* rA(ivfnt-^w\)unded — lying ,lan- 
*^ ^vilhtng before me upon the gropnc}, 
•* iv»il travtv to expire>*-^without th» 
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^ comfort of a friend to fuppbrt him irt ' 

**^'lflF'Kft'i|6HfcSi Or/vfHe)profi^^^ 

^ fiStfif "id Hfiifi? Hft(^*y»s J^rhcn-his paia$. 

A /A^Mfliri VHfch^P Wflit&on thc.re-^ 
^'^'fa^Hi'ln^^fikh ifvt iffand co eachodicr 
^iJ^LJ^tj^lite ig|ia^Jfcw,'andi a^Samawtan. 
**^iMl9kit^ii^€f-we-'iuitftUl both m^^ 
^* -^artikeh ' of- tht fame nature— apd 
♦^^iWk'tb' the fame evils?— kt- mc 
^'ehawge'condkions with him for ,a 
••'^9h<$iTifeht and confider, had hi$ lot be- 
ff'^f^lh^ri mc afr I journeyed in the way, 
*^^Hkt' meafure I ihould have expeiS^ed 
W iSehii harid.— Should I wifh, when he 
*^' b^licldine- wounded and half-dead, 
^'tfiat he fto^ (hut up his bowela of 
«' compaffion from me, and double the 
^^^wi?gKt 6f my miferi^ by paffing by 
^^^^^arid leaving them unpitied? — But I 
*^ irii k ftranger to the man^^be 1; fo 
•♦'iiiibut I am no ftranger to h\^ condi-r 
^'^ftti-^misfortunes arc of no particular 
'^ mfce or nation, but belong to us all; 
**^and liave a general claim upon us, 
• W ' "^thout difti^Aion of climate,.country^ 
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table he nouldioft«.^^^^^i,^^e 

^.o^-n him, po^"°l>^ hUn the 

. had cr.'= ^» '^: 1 uno^, he is fome 

«orxof---^:^°^T;«c;ous,asthe 
« render"-- ---i^ ^•-;-. ^V others may be 
« Ives a-d "-?: -"^;:.. at this inftant 
« Involved :n:^^j;-^;7.^„, in all this 

.. muen-> * ".rf: -;' his return, and 
cc ;-.vtvaiv Vx;-^;^.:,^, ^^c hours of 

,, j..cy ^•'' '"-^ •—"'.'" ... /nnie tender 



<c :>.e7. ^•^-^^• 



•''T;.:;* riioie tender 
''^ ■-:•■ u;* rounds, 



,; r-i-""."b -rtrr es too WC| 

- -'«,r itViiri*-^^ . ji :„ his 



••••'■• -■■^''■"'■^'•" 7 1 v:-.m do nothing 
, ! vs-.r— •'•'•>■ ' . , - j^jstortuncs 
,,.. •. ■^-••- :.;.:,,-;Mrvovertl.cm. 



S E R M O N ni.. 55 

*Tis almoft neccffary to imagine the 
good Samaritan was influenced by feme 
fuch thoughts as thefe, froni the uncom- 
niQn generofity of his behaviour, which 
is rcprcfcntcd by our Saviour operating 
like the warm zeal of a brother, mixed 
with the affeftionatc difcretion and care 
of a parent, who was not fatisfied with 
taking him under his protection, and 
fupplying his prefcnt wants, but in 
looking forwards for him, and taking 
care that his wants fliould be fupplicd 
when he (hould be gone, and no longer 
near to befriend him. 

I think there needs no ftronger argu- 
ment to prove how univerfally and 
deeply the feeds of this virtue of com- 
paffion are planted in the heart of man, 
than in the pleafure we take in fuch 
reprefentations of it: and though fome 
men have reprcfented human natujre in 
other colours (.though to what end I 
know not), yet .the matter of faft is fo 
ftnong againft them, that from the ge- 
neral propenfity to pity the unfortu- 
nate, we exprefs that fenfation by the 
E 4 
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6x>m mir nature^ ^^Ttet it htioiiMtfi^ 
parailfy I have ritewerf ifl cte f6ftft«f 
part of this difcourfe, from fofti<J*i|*L 
proachfiil infbnces of fclfifh temp^, 
which (ccm to take part in nothing bb^ 
yood thcmfelvcsj yet I am pcrfuadtdj 
#nd afiirm 'tis (till fb great and noUe a 
' part of our nature^ that a man muft dB 
great violence to hiiiifelf, and &ifl^ 
many a painful confiid):^ before he iias 
brought himfelf to a different difpoGtaoi^ 
'Tis obfervable in the foregoing rUcl 
^unt, that when the priefl came to the 
place where h^ was» he pafTed by on the 
pther fide — he plight hav^ paffed Iby, 
you'll fay, without turning afidc. — No, 
fhcre is a fecret fhame which attiinds 
fYjCry a£t of inhumanity not to be oob^ 
quered in the hardeft natures^ fo Aat, 
(IS in o^her cafes, fo efpecially in tfaii^ 
jTiany a riian will do a cruel aft, jwho-at 
the fame time will blufh to look yo^ &i 
^he face^ and is forced to turn afide be- 
fore hp cai) hay? a heart to ^xeciitf (his 
purpofe, J ^ 



w^Q\at. >fhait bftaotj that he idoet what ir 
wrangi i^'aoe al>k/<afwithhold^hi$ tcfti-- 
meny.io >vha<c J3 good and praifb- worthy; 
.^iqhavc flow done with the pairabhe,' 
vfhich was the firft part propofed to be 
CiMsffidered in this difcourfe; and fhbuld 
proceed to the fccond, which fo naturally 
fAlU from it^ of exhorting you, as our 
Saviour did the lawyer upon it, t^ go 
anddofo Ukewife: but I have been {q co^ 
pious in my reflexions upon the ftory it^ 
felf, that I find 1 have infenfibly incorpo- 
fdtod into them almoft all that I fhouki 
have faid here in recommending fo amir 
;ibne 'an example; by which means I have 
unawares anticipated the tafk I propof6d« 
I fliall therefore detain you no longd: 
than with a fmgle remark upon the Aib- 
jeft in general, which is this : 'Tii ob- 
feirvable in many places of fcripture, that 
qW blcffcd SaViouH, in defcribing the 
(<lay of judgment, does it in foch a mart- 
nir^'-as if the great enquiry then^ was 
tb relate principally to this one virtue 6f 
pompaflion— and as if our final fcntence 
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'^ roic.^ultcry-^that he will not kill— ^ 
" ,tha* he will not fteal—- that he will 
*^DQt bear falfe witnefs." That is, the 
forrows which arc ftirrcd up in men's 
hearts by fuch trefpafles, are fo tenderly 
felt by a companionate man, that it is 
not in his power or his nature to com- 
mit them. 

So that well might he conclude, that 
charity, by which he means, the love 
to your neighbour, was the end of the 
commandntent, and that whofoever ful-^ 
filled it, had fulfilled the law. 

Now to God, ^c. Amen. 



5^ 



SERMON III. 



for pity from another man, there wa» 
little aid or confolation to be looked for 
from fo iinpromifing a quarter. Alas! 
after I have been twice pajfed by^ negUSed 
by me7J of my own nation and religion.^ bound 
by fo many ties to ajfifi me, left here friind^ 
lefs and unpitied both by a Prieft and a Li- 
vite^ men whofe profejfion and fuperior ad- 
vantages of knowledge could not leave them 
in the dark in what manner they fhould dif-^ 
charge this debt vjhich my condition claims 



\ 
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SERMON IV, 

Self • KnoMrledge* 

1 Samuel itiu 7, iftpart* 
And Nathan faid onto Davzd» Thou art the man. 

TH£RE is no hiftorical paflfage in 
fcripturcj which gives a more re- 
markable inftance of the deceitfulnefs 
of the heart of man to itfelf^ and of how 
little we truly know of ourfclvcs, than 
thisj wherein David is convided out of 
his own nunith^ and is led by the pro^ 
phet to condemn and pronounce afe« 
vere judgment upon another^ for an aft 
of injuftice» which he had pafled over in 
himielfa and poflibly reconciled to his 
own eonfcieace. To know one's felf, 
one l^ould ^hink could be no very diiE- 
cult leflbn 1 — for wha you'll fay can well 
be truly ignorant of himfelf and the 
true difpofitipn of his own heart ^ If a 
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gcr Qi waar ragrrr rncnr — ac amfl: be 
mmor.ia «t ixs «iv:x ni—gfcrg Jlid de« 
fes^ ie SEuit rrr.eubcr fcia paft pur- 
fbs3» 2:id abc fine ipsia^ and tnodves 
wiifci ill gc!icnl i^vc cirrScd die ac* 
ticca of iia lilc : i«r rrar han^ ooc falfe 
ccboun icd ccctItc rx world, but how 
can a tmn dccdrie sindcst ? That a man 
caa — a crAriz, bcc2z^c he diiljr docs 
feu — Scx i pc m r te£b a, aad gives us 
manr Eiiftoricail proo6 of ii, btfidcs chit 
a> vhkh the tnx nE^zn — '^ chat the hcait 
^ of man is creacberaas to izStU zadJu 
•* «i*^ fiifrrr xi7 thixgSj^ az;d experience 
acd c vci f hocr's oocntncrcc with che 
world cocfirms tryc tradi of this it^^^ 
paradoxj ^ Thar thoagh man is the 
^ only creature endowed with rrfteftioa^ 
^ and coofequentlr qualified to know 
*• the moft of himfelf— yet io it hap« 
^ pens, that he generally knows the 
^ Icaft — and with all the power which 
** God has given him of turning hit 
*' eyes inward upon himfelf, and tak- 
^^ ing notice of the chain of his own 
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" rhoughts and dcGrcs — yet, in faft, is 
** generally fo inattentive, but always 
*< fo partial an obfcrver of what pafles, 
•* that he is as much, nay often, a much 
•* greater ftranger to his own difpofi- 
" tion and true charafter, than all the 
«« world befides/' ' 

By what means he is brought under fo 
manifeO: a delufion, and how he fuffers 
himfclf to be fo grofsly impofcd upon iii 
a point which he is capable of knowing 
fo much better than others, is not hard 
to give an account of, nor need we feeJi 
farther for it, than amongft the caufcs 
which are every day perverting his rca- 
fon and mifleading him. We are de- 
ceived in judging of ourfelves, juft as 
*^e arc in judging of other things, whch 
cfur paffions and inclinations are called 
In as counfellors, and we fuffer ourfelves 
to fte and reafon juft fo far and no far- 
ther than they give us leave. How hard 
do we find it to pafs an equitable and 
found judgment in a matter where our 
tntcreft is deeply concerned ! — and even 
where there is the remoteft confidcration 
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of ir, coiild ever meet together in one 
pcrfon; yet in fa(5t it is no iiclitious 
charader. 

Look into the world — how often do 
you behold a fordid wretch, whofe ftrait 
heart is open to no man's affliction, 
taking fhclter behind an appearance of 
piety, and putting on the garb of reli- 
gion, which none but the merciful and 
compaflionate have a title to wear. Take 
notice witlj what fandity he goes to the 
end of his days, in the fame felftlh track 
in which he at firft fet out — turning 
neither to the right hand nor to the 

left but plods on porps all his 

life long upon the ground, as if afraid 
to look-up, left pcrad venture he ftiould 
iic aught which might turn him one 
moment out of that ftrait line where 

intereft is -carrying him; or if, by 

chance, he ftumblcs upon a haplefs ob- 
jcd of diftrefs, which threatens fuch a 
diUftcr to him — like the man here re- 
prdcntetl, devoutly palling by on the 
other (idc, as if unwilling to truft himr- 
fclf tc the i.iiprcffions of nature, or ha- 
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zard the inconveniences which pity might 
lead him into upon the occafion. 

There is but one ftroke wanting in this 
piiSlure of an unmerciful man to render 
the charader utterly odious, and that. 
our Saviouk" gives it in the following 
inftance he relates, upon it. And like- 
wife, fays he, a Levite^ when he was at 
the f lace J came and looked at him. It was 
not a tranfient overfight, the hafty or ill- 
advifed negleft of an unconfidf ring hu- 
nnnir, with which the beft-difpofed are 
fometimes overtaken, and led on beyond 
the point where otherwife they w^ould 
have wifhed to ftop — No! — on the con- 
trary, it had all<he aggravation of a de- 
liberate aft of infenfibility proceeding 
from a hard heart. When he was at the 
place, he came and looked at him,— - 
confidered his misfortunes, gave time 
for reafon and nature to have awoke— 
faw the imminent danger he was in— - 
and the preffing neceflity of immediate 
help, which fo violent a cafe called 
aloud (ov\ and after all-— turned afidci 
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and uiunercifully left him to all the dif* 
trcfles of his condition. <.' 

In all unmerciful aftions the worft of 
men pay this compliment at leaft R> hu- 
'manity, as to endeavour to wear as mtKb 
of the appearance of it, a^ the caft wiJl 
well let them; — fo that in the hardeft 
a<fls a man (hall be guilty of, he hais 
fome motives, true or falfe, always reatdy 
to ofFer, either to fatisfy himfclf or die 
world, ajDd, God knows, too often to 
impofe both upon the one and the other. 
And therefore it would be Ho hard mit* 
ter here to give a probable guefs at what 
paffcd in the Levice*s mind in thie pirs. 
lent cafe, and (hew, was it nece(rary, by 
what kind of cafuiftry he fettled the 
matter with his confcience as he paSed 
by, and guarded all the palTages to hh 
heart againft the inroads which ^»ty 
might attempt to make upon the occa^- 
fion, — But it is painful to dwell Idiig 
upon this difagrecable part of the ftoryi 
I therefore haften to the concluding iot 
cidcnt of it^ which is fo amiable, thatong 
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canaot eifily be too copious in reflexions 
tjpon it. — And behold, fays our Savi- 
ovRi a certain Samaritan as he journeyed 
came where he was s and when he faw 
him he had companion on him— and 
l¥cnt to him— bound up his wounds, 
pouring in oil and wine — fet him upon 
hit own bead, brought him to an inn, 
and took care of him. I fuppofe, it will 
be fcarce ncceffary here to remind you 
that the Jews had no dealingg with the 
{Samaritans— an old religious grudge — 
the worft of all grudges, had wrought 
fuch a diflike between both people, that 
ihcy held themfclves mutually difcharg* 
cd not only from all offices of friendfhip 
and kindnefs, but even from the moft 
common a£b of courtefy and good 
manners. This operated fo flrongly in 
our Saviour's time, that the woman of 
Samaria feemed aftoniihed that he, be- 
ing a Jew, (hould ajk water of her who 
was a Samaritan; — fo that with fuch a 
prepofleflion, however diftrefsful the 
cafe of the unfortunate man was, and 
how reafonably focvcr he might plead 
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When he came where he was, and beheld 
his diftrefs, — all the unfriendly paflions, 
which at another time might have rofe 
within him, now utterly forfook him and 
fled: when he faw his misfortunes — he 
forgot his enmity towards the man, — 
dfropped all the prejudices which educa- 
tion had planted againft him, and in the 
room of them, all that was good and 
compaffionate was fufFercd to Ipeak in 
his behalf. 

• In benevolent natures the impulfe to 
pity is fo fudden, that like inftruments 
of mufic which obey the touch— the ob- 
jects which are fitted to excite fuch im- 
preffions work io inftantaneous an effeO:, 
that you would think the will was fcarce 
concerned, and that the mind was alto- 
gether paflive in the fympathy which her 
own goodnefs has excited. The truth is 
—the foul is generally in fuch cafes fo 
Imfily taken up and wholly engrofled by 
Ae objeft of pity, that Ihe does not at- 
bend to her own operations, or take lei- 
fttte to examine the principles upon which 
'Iht afts. So that the Samaritan, though 

£ 2 
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the' mbmetit bc>rdiw-hirj[2<4iCr .h^i9f n^^ff 
fiOftdivhimiyct, fodckn a3,;hc fi^n^^^a i*. 
reprcferKcd, you are nQt ip iii;^g;ifii;^^a|( 
it was mechanicali ,but;tli^,t^^p^^y^ ^ 
fettled principic of h)ttmanity..Mq.geod- 
nefs which operated wifhitxhiq)^,^£iiv 
fluenced ndt only the firiit impulfpff kindp 
nefsrbut the continuadoAof it^^t^^qopghr. 
out tht reft of fo engaging a.bduvi^^ 
And becaufe it is a pleafure to looK^qito 
a good mind, and trace out as far as Pnifc 
is able, what pafies within it on fujC^jf oq^r 
cations, I fiiairb^ leave for a. n\on;}eQt 
to ftate an account of what was likely W 
pafs in his, and. in what manner fo^ilifr 
trefsful a cafe, would xieqeflarily. wpd^ 
upon fuch a difpofition* . . . , , , 

As he approached the place wlxcr<;,tbe 
unfortunate man lay^ the inftant W. be- 
held him, no doubt feme Jfuch ^tr^jp of 
rcfte£Hons as this would rife in hij^inind- 
*^ Good God I what a ipeftacle of .fliijfe^ 

^^ do I behold! a man ftrippc^ fiC 

•* his raiment— wounded — lyings ^laiv- 
•^ guiftiing before me upon the grc^nfdy 
*' juft ready to expire>~without the 
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^ comfort of a fncrid to fupport him irt ' 

f liStf<!P'% ifi6«? HlS^cyds Hrhcn his pains- 
^^^li-e'ncwrtt^; ' Biie^^erhapg: myw cojiccra 
*/iiioiftJP1i(ftnt Vhfeh l-wfledbon thc^re- 
^"^T^Bbkfe'ln *^Kteh M^ ftand co catrfi.othcr 
^ij^LiJfliac he iaf^- Jfcw, and I a Samaritan. 
flp^iiiiiiButarerwenot ftill both men ^ 
'•^^^idttikefs - of tli« fame nature— and 
•*T\ife?eft to the fame cvHs?— kt mc 
*^'diawge • conditions with him for z 
*^9winifeht and confider, had hi$ lot be- 
ff'^f^lferi me as Ijourneyifd in the way, 
^^^hkt meafurc I ihould have expefted 
W ^ifc^his hand.— Should I wi(h, when he 
«^' beheld me wounded and half-dead, 
^'tliat he ftoold (hut up his bowels of 
<< compaflion from me, and double the 
^^wi?gKt of my miferie^ by paffing by 
"^^^'arid learing them unpitied? — But I 
^^ ^rti a ftrang«r to the man;— be it fo 
«^'*iiiibut I am no ftrangcr to h\^ condi-t 
^'Wtfn^^misfortunes arc of no particular 
'^ mfcebr nation, but belong to us all; 
'*V\ind liave a general claim upon us, 
' W ' '^thout diftifldion of climate,. country^ 
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...-«.««^^i- — ns no rank oc hia out I io 
i.v^ ivnow iitin, and cier^cr mcqiu^ 
caoic iie ihaaid uiifcr by it: — Had I 
^^ known him, poiuoiy t ikouiki iu»re 
" iiOii caule tn icivc ^uvd pir7 bHaa, the 
** more— rbr anghr I icnov, Slc » fbme- 
*' one of unconnnoa rncri^ waiofellficis 
'-^ rendered rzTi cir.rr ptntci-owa^ » the 
*'' lives and 10^7:^^ ■■:« oticr^ Dcsijr be 
*■* invcived :a :r: r*rru2^^ ai frs indanC 
*■» trhic he lies 'z^rt forii-ttn, ia ali this 
*•'■ milcrv, a mboic vimwus faosilf 19 
*•* 'ovtuUy i*y>k:r.g for hu rcrcna, and 
«"■ affectiocJKdr counririg thr hocrs of 
"■' his ieLiT. Oh! did dbrr know what 

it ev»i h^ htfrnilm him how would 

« dicT £v to fijccour him! — Let mc 
« tiura haftm to iupply thofc tender 
<* o^ccs of binding vp bos wounds, 
« loi carrring him to a place of fafety 
« — or if Aar afliftanoc ooari« too Jate, 
« 1 ft all comfort him at lca3: in his 
** 3 aft hour — and, if I can do nothing 
« clfr, — 1 fhzii fcftcn h:s misfortunes 
** by dropping 2 rrir of pin- over them." 
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•Tis almoft neccffary to imagine the 
good Samaritan was infiuenced by feme 
fuch thoughts as thefe, from the uncom- 
mon generofity of his behaviour, which 
is reprefented by our Saviour operating 
like the warm zeal of a brother, mixed 
with the afFeftionatc difcretion and care 
of a parent, who was not fatisfied with 
taking him under his protcftion, and 
fupplying his prefcnt wants, but in 
looking forwards for him, and taking 
care that his wants fhould be fupplicd 
when he fliould be gone, and no longer 
near to befriend him. 

I think there needs no ftronger argu- 
ment to prove how univerf^Uy and 
deeply the feeds of this virtue of com- 
panion are planted in the heart of man, 
than in the pleafure we take in fuch 
reprefentations of it: and though fome 
men have reprefented human nature in 
other colours (though to what end I 
know not), yet the matter of fa6t is fo 
ftnong againft them, that from the ge- 
neral propenfity to pity the unfortu- 
nate, we exprefs that fenfation by the 
E 4 
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tu' i:, caul J ever meet together in one 
)^ril>ni yci in faft it is no ficUtious 

Look inio the world — how often do 

Vi^u bcholJ a fordid wretch, whoie ftrait 
hciiXT ii opcxj ro DO man's affli&ion, 
lAKj;:^ ihchcr behind jlh appearance of 
j'jci>\ 4i^d putujig ton ihc garb of reli- 
^4cv>> ti :i4t"h BCtfif biit the n>crciful and 
tvv»i\:u£iwMii:r Jiavr i tiur to wear. Take 
iiN.\:.ur >«ai^ *h3a iiDcLiT he goes to the 
c4*>J ,.\j* iu> ^t o,s ^ ^ i^c fame a clfi& track 
ia wbu*^^ W *i £rii irt o*t — turning 
^Ay>i^: ^•v^ i:i>f J-i^ta iaad nor to the 

)*>]4 ^v: j^vVi> ar. pc^rcs all his 

i.., . . .^ ; .^.jr. Xir pT-v^-.m^j^ as if a£raid 
v*^ ....v..k^ : :s u-i-: .vciiwl-i-ccruiT he &ould 
K'. -i^i^v.: V ;.',:•, .^v.^-;.: rura iiiim one 
mXx 'cu; v^.': vv: v.^^z -:tx^: iiae -si'hcrc 

^ :♦", : ..> ,^v'v^:.c t...r.. <ar i^ bjr 

>»*...,*;- :s -;;'-iK\'i:\«:^ ; .uir. -a ixsputis oi>- 
sc: ,x ..^.r-^i-v 'V'hu i^. ir^ypTrrff fuch a 

ir v-uu .hcnr arc- 
... ...n^ ^f -cm che 

V ,^..'?;i," 7."^ r*';ut turn- 
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zard the inconveniences which pity mighc 
lead him into upon the occafion. 

There is but one ftroke wanting in this 
picture of an unmerciful man to render 
the character utterly odious, and that. 
our Saviour' gives it in the following 
inftance he relates, upon it. And like- 
wife, fays he, a Levite^ when he was at 
the flace^ came and looked at him. It was 
not a tranfient overfight, the hafty or ill- 
advifed negleft of an unconfid^ring hu- 
mour, with which the beft-difpofed are 
fometimes overtaken, and led on beyond 
the point where otherwife they would 
have wifhed to ftop— No! — on the con- 
trary, it had all*the aggravation of a de- 
liberate a6t of infenfibility proceeding 
from a hard heart. When he was at the 
place, he came and looked at him,— - 
confidered his misfortunes, gave time 
for reafon and nature to have awoke—. 
faw the imminent danger he was inl- 
and the preffing neceflity of immediate 
help, which fo violent a cafe called 
aloud fori and after all— turned afide, 



p^rtunicr cq miucc linx :q die Sa^ wbxdi 

rV« che vm> ihinus witft us ftiH: 
WUv*\ rtte "»iiu^^:::s arr vroTrretf, stad the 
Ua virhiet ;:T^vit3. ctrit' virraiiLy uIlLcs to 
citv^ virtu-r. r.^icrrc luw impcraoofijr 9 
in:\u ^tU *ti»j» lira r, ur.i ad: ig:aaft aU 
prnx\:t|?%«?* xM wiwiir, Tutic:!^. imi mcrcjr, 
^^tiik 31 urn dtr vmnm^ot azibnr vpoo 
oV\: t^iituTt ^^. uTx^tiic.r ^ru:c 1:13 wixicli he 
««^ i\^v ivivivs.^'^u iau ram wiucii perhaps 
Hi^ i«^^ U5? a 'ra!tr>,Nir rouk: Ji Lii: kxure 

— wu^i w:uc >?KnHcv :tc victEnriacg^ — 

wi>\> :ku»\ vixMv: ^i;*^ c:;iTir* 

js\v,. . ..Axv: v:;:v^> :i ^riTJ^ers of a 
^KKUK^ ^v*^-^x . ^v.,-.-' ^;yr jbarirr^ at 
>;4 Mi v^ >i vv ^^ i* I ^? w * • *^^ c:iii3ii?Is i — aiife- 

^,H^i i\\u<s» «o .N-^i'^r 'J^ ^t icr i report 
v^ cV ui> ^< vvv -^^ ^>';:^i:iic i.jrprr:^ and 
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Mod of us are aware of and pretend 
to deted: tlic bare-faced inftances of that 
hypocrify by which men deceive others, 
but few of us afe upon our guards or fc^ 
that iDore fatal hypocrify by which we 
deceive and over-reach our own hearts. 
It is a Battering and dangerous diflcm- 
per, which has undone thoufands; — wc 
bring the feeds of it along with us into 

the world, they infenfibly grow up 

with us from our childhood, — they lie 
long concealed and undifturbedj and have 
generally got fuch deep root in our na- 
tures by the time wc are come to years 
of undcrftanding and rcfledion, that it 
requires all we have got to defend our- 
felvcs from their cfFcfts, 

To make the cafe ftill worfe on our 
fides, 'tis with this as with every griev- 
ous dillcmper of the body, — the reme- 
dies are dangerous and doubtful, in pro- 
portion to our miftakes and ignorance 
of the caufe ; for in the inllances of fclf- 
deccit, though the head is fick, and the 
whole heart faint, the patient feldom 
knows what he ails : of all the things 
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him which he never was aware of: — he 
will difcover in his progrefs many fecret 
turns and windings in his heart to which 
he was a flrangcr, which now gradually 
open and difclofe themfelves to him 
upon a nearer view; in thefe labyrinths 
he will trace out fuch hidden fprings 
and motives for many of his moft ap- 
plauded aftions, as will make him ra- 
ther forry and alhamed of himfelf, than 
proud. 

In a word, he will underftand his 
errorSy and then fee the neceffity, with 
David, of imploring God to cleanfe him 
from his fecret faults, — and with fome 
hope and confidence to fay, with this 
great man after his conviftion, — " Try 
" me, .0 God, and feek the ground of 
" my heart, — prove mc and examine my 
** thoughts, — look well if there be any 
** way of wickednefs in me, and lead 
'* mc in the way everlafting/' 

Now to God the Fa,t]ier, &c, &c. 



SERMON V. 

The Cafe of Elijah and the Widow 
of Zarephath confidered. 

A CHARITY SERMON. 



VOL, VI. 



TO THE 
VERY reverend"' 

RICHARD OSBALDISTON, D. D. 
^ DEAN OF YOKK. 

SIR, 
T HAVE taken the liberty to infcribe 
-^ this Difcourfe to you, in teftimony of 
the great refpedt which I owe to your 
charadler in general; and from a ienfe 
of what is due to it in particular from 
every member of tljf Church of Tork. 

I wifli I had as good a rea{bn for dc^ 
ing that, which has given me the op- 
portunity of making fo public and juft 
an acknowledgmept; being afraid there 
can be little left to be faid upon the 
fubjedt of Charity i which, has not been 
often thought, and much better ex-r 
preffed by many who have gone before; 
and indeed it feems fo beaten and com- 
mon a path, that it is not an eafy mat^ 
% 
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SERMON V. 

The Cafe of Elijah and the Widow 
of Zarephath confidered. 

I KINGS XVII. l6. 

And the barrel of meal wafted not, neither did the crufc 
of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord wliich he 
/pake by the prophet Elijah. 

rip HE words of the text arc the re- 
-*■ cord of a miracle wrought in be- 
half of the widow of Zarephath, who 
had charitably taken Elijah under her 
roof, and adminiljprcd unto him in a 
time of great fcarcity and diftrefs. Th^e 
is fomething very interefting and affec- 
tionate in the manner this ftory is re- 
lated in holy writ: and as it concludes 
with a fecond Hill more remarkable 
proof of God's favour to the fame 
perfon, in the reftoration of her dead 
fon to life, one cannot but confider 
both miracles as rewards of that aft of 
piety, wrought by infinite power, and 
G 3 
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pulfe the ravens brought him bread and 
jlejh in the mornings and bread andjicftMn 
the evenings and he drank of the brook ; 
till by continuance of drought (the win- 
dows of heaven being fhut up in thofe 
days for three years and fix months, 
which was the natural caufe likewife of 
the famine) it came to pafs after a while 
that the brook, the great fountain of his 
fupport, dried up; and he is again di- 
refted by the word of the Lord where 
to betake himfelf for fhelter. He is com- 
manded to arife and go to Zarephath, 
which belongeth to Zidon, with an af- 
furance that he had difpofed the heart of 
a widow woman there to fuftain him. 

The prophet follows the call of his 
God : the fame hand which brought him 
to the gate of the city, had led alfo the 
poor widow out of her doors, opprefTed 
with forrow. She had come forth upon 
a melancholy errand, to make prepara- 
tion to eat her laft meal, and fhare it 
with her child. 

No doubt, fhe had long fenced againfl: 
this tragical event with all the thrifty 
c 4 
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after make for thee and far thy fan. For 
thus faith the Lord God of Ifraelj The 
barrel of mealfhall not wafie^ neither fhall 
the crufe of oilfaily until the day that the 
Lord fendeth rain upon the earth. 

True charity is always unwilling to 
find excufes — elfe here was a fair op- 
portunity of pleading many: (he might 
have infiftctl over again upon her fitua- 
tion, which neceflarily tied up her hands 
— (he might have urged the unreafon- 
ablenefs of the requedj — that (he was 
reduced to the lowell extremity already 
— and that it was contrary to juftice and 
the firft law of nature, to rob herfclf and 
child of their lafl: morfcl, and give it to 
a ftranger. 

But in generous fpirits, compaflion is 
(bmetimes more than a balance for felf- 
prcfcrvation. For, as God certainly in- 
terwove that friendly foftncfs in our na- 
ture to be a check upon too great a pro- 
penfity towards felf-love — fo it feemcd 
to operate here. — For it is obfervable, 
that though the prophet backed his rc- 
qucft with the promife of an immediate 
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rccompencc in multiplying her ftocki 
yet it is not evident, fhe was influenced 
at all by that temptation. For if fhe 
had, doubtlefs it muft have wrought 
fuch a mixture of felf-intereft into the 
motive of her compliance, as muft great- 
ly have allayed the merit of the adion. 
But this, I fay, does not appear, but ra- 
ther the contrary, from the refleftion 
flic makes upon the whold in the laft 
verfe of the chapter. Now by this I 
know that thou art a man of God^ and 
that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is 
truth. 

Befides, as fhe was an inhabitant of 
Zarephath (or, as it is called by St. 
Luke, Sarepta, fubjedl to Sidon, the 
metropolis of Phoenicia, without the 
bpunds of God's people), fhe had been 
brought up in grofs darknefs and idola- 
try, in utter ignorance of the Lord 
God of Ifrael: or, if fhe had heard of 
his name, which is all that feems pro- 
bable, fhe had been taught to difbelieve 
the mighty wonders of his hand, and was 
flill lefs likely to believe his prophet. 
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Moreover, fhe might argue. If this 
man by feme fecret myfteryof his own, 
or through the power of his God, is 
able to procure fo preternatural a fupply 
for me, whence comes it to pafs, that 
he now ftands in want himfelf, oppreffed 
both with hunger and thirft? 

It appears, therefore, that fhe muft 
have been wrought upon by an unmixed 
principle of humanity. — She looked 
upon him as a fellow-partner almofl: in 

the fame affliftion with herlelf She 

Gonfidered he had come a weary pilgri- 
mage, in a fultry climate, through an 
cxhauftcd country j where neither bread 
or water were to be had, but by afts of 
liberality. — That he had come an un- 
known traveller, ^nd as a hard heart 
never wants pretence, that this circuifi- 
ftance, which fliould rather have be- 
friended, might have helped to opprcfs 
him. — She confidcrcd, for charity is 
ever fruitful in kind reafons, that he 
was now far from his own country, and 
had ftrayed out of the reach of the ten- 
der offices of fome one who afFeilionately 
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mourned his abfcncc— her heart was 
touched with pity. — She turned in fi- 
lence, and went and did according as be 
bad faid. And behold^ both Jhe^ and be^ 
and her houfe did eat many daysy or as 
in the margin, one whole year. And the 
barrel of meal wafted noty neither did the 
crufe of oil fatly until the day that Godfent 
rain upon the earth. 

Though it may not feem neceflary to 
raife conjeftures here upon this event, 
yet it is natural to fuppofe, the danger 
of the famine being thus unexpectedly 
got over, that the mother began to look 
hopefully forwards upon the reft of her 
days. There were many widows irf If- 
rael at that time, when the heavens were 
Ihut up for three yeirs and fix months, 
yit, as St. Luke obfcrves, to none rf 
them was the prophet fent, fave to this 
widow of Sarepta: in ail likelihood, ftic 
would not be the latt in making the 
fame obfervation, and drawing from it 
feme flattering conclufion in favour of 
her fon. — Many a parent would build 
high upon a worfe foundation. — ** Since 
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^* t\K God of Ifracl has thus fent his 
" own meflcnger to us in ourdiftrefs, to 
^* pafs by fo many houfcs of his own 
" people, and Hop at mine, to fave it 
" in fo miraculous a manner from de- 
" ftrudionj doubtlefs, this is but an 
*' earned of his future kind intentions 
" to us:, at leaft his goodnefs has de- 
** creed to comfort my old-age by the 
'* long life and health of my fon: — but 
" perhaps, he has fomething greater 
** ftill jn ftore for him, and I fliall live 
** to fee the fame hand hereafter crown 
*' his head with glory and honour.'* 
We itmy naturally tuppofc her inno- 
cently carried away with fuch thoughts, 
when fhe is called back by an unexpefted 
diftemper which furprifes her fon, and 
in one moment brings down all her hojpes 
— ./?r his Jicknefs was fo fore that there * 

wni no breath left in him. 

The expoftulations of immoderate 

grief are feldom juft. For, though 

Elijah had already preferved her fon, as 
well as herfelf, from immediate death, 
and was the laft caufe to be fufpefted of 
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fc> fid an cccidcnt; yet the paflionate 
mocher in the ftrft tnmfport challenges 
Kim as the author of her misfortunes 
— as if he had brought down ibrrow 
vpoa a houie which had fo hofpitabljr 
fhelttred him* The prophet was too 
full of compaffioii> to make reply to fo 
luikind an acculation* He takes the 
de4d child €stt tf hs masher's hfcm^ md 
imd tm wfM tis ncrs Mi ^mJ he cried 
mieif iW LmrJ^ mi jmJy O Lerd my Gcd^ 
ke^f /*w htfi^ti mV wfn ibe widew 

^* Is this the reward of aU her charity 
« and gooiincls ? Thou haft bcibre this 
«< robbed her of the dear partner of^ll 
•« her joys and all her cares; and now 
«« thai Ihe is a widow, and has moft rea- 
" fon to expect thy protedion ; bdliold 
' «« thou haft withdrawn her laft prop: 
" thou haft taken away her child, the 
«< only ftay flie h^d to reft on." — And 
Elijah cried unto God^ and faidy O Lord 
my Gciiy I pray thee kt this child* s foul 
come inio him n^ain. 
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The prayer was urgent, and bcfpoke 
the diftrefs of a hunrtane mind deeply 
fufFcring in the misfortunes of another j 
— moritfbver his heart was rent with other 
paflions. — He was zealous for the name 
and honour of his God, and thought 
not only his omnipotence, but his glori- 
ous attribute of mercy, concerned in the 
event: for, oh! with what triumph 
would the prophets of Baal retort his 
own bitter taunt, and fay, his God was 
either talking^ or he was furfuing^ or was 
in a journey \ or per adventure he Jlept and 
Jhould have been awaked! — He was more- 
over involved in the fuccefs of his prayer 
hiritfelff — honeft minds arc moft hurt 

by fcandal. And he was afraid, left 

fo foul a one, fo unworthy of his cha- 
radtdf, might arife among the heathen, 
who would report with pleafure, " Lol 
*• the widow of Zarephath took the mef- 
** fenger of the God of Ifrael under her 
^* roof, and kindly entertained him, and 
^' fee how fhe is rewarded; furely the 
f^ prophet Vas ungratefifl, he wanted 



96 S £ R M O N V. 

/< jiowcFi or, what is worfe* he.wanttd 
« pity/' 

Bclkios all this, he pleaded not only 
the cauie of the widow; it was tWcaufe 
o( charit)' itl'df, which had received a 
deep wound already, and would fuffer 
UiU nu>rc ihould Goo deny it this tefti- 
luor.y of bis favour. So ilr Lcrd beark' 
rci'i *«/,* U'i ^vay cf E^\:l\ and tbi 
/,vy#* /'' sh: il\.'J » J.V..' /;./*? /;«i iSjaiUy and 
if f.\rvfj\ AnS i.^r^h ti^k ibe child^ 
rf«;; hi'^^l'T lhs!% J:<^:: *;.; .* .'Jv chamber 
•*•// /iv iv* ,\ «-iU «/-. \V .J ; ;j» MMto bis 
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itiao approaching with the child in his 
arms— full of honed triumph in his 
looksj but fweetened with all the kind 
fympathy which a gentle nature could 
overflow with upon fo happy an event. 
It is a fubjeft one might recommend to 
the pencil of a great genhjs^ and would 
even afford matter for defcription here; 
but that it would lead us too far from 
the particular purpofe, for which I have 
enlarged upon thus much of the ftory 
already; the chief defign of which is> 
to illuftrate by a fact, what is evident 
both in reafon and fcripture, that a cha- 
ritable and good aftion is feldom cafl: 
awayj but that even in this life it is 
more than probable, that what is fo 
fcattered fhall be gathered again with 
increafe. Caft thy bread upon the waters^ 
mid tbou Jhalt find // after many days. 
Be as a father unto tbefatherlefs^ and in- 
fiiad of an bufhand unto their mother •, fo 
Jbalt tbou he as a fon of the Moft High^ 
and be will love thee more than thy mother 
detb. Be mindful of good turns^ for tbou 

TOL. VI. H 
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iJ^' -^ v^ iricrTcy ridies TsAr f^aeoft* 
fetrn ^^r^-i ad fr i - vr. ; x> rrsaeir for- 

ff> fkrr>:I5es, thar rt rn^ not fecai ftni]^e 
f// for, that th^ poCrerrty of feme of tfce 
%if,^ hbetdil contrlburon hcrr, in die 
riiUXifU/t which one century may prodact> 
tnzy jx>fribly find fhelccr under this veiy 
f/hnt v/hich now they fo kindly water. 
Nay> fo quickly fomctimes has the wheel 
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turned rounds that many a man has livetl 
to enjoy the benefit of that charity which 
his own piety projefted. 

But befidcs this, and exclufive of the 
right which God's promilc gives it to 
proteftion hereafters charity and bene- 
volence, in the ordinary chain of efFefts, 
have a natural and more immediate ten- 
dency in themfelves to refcue a man 
from the accidents of the world, by foft- 
ening the hearts, and winning every 
man's wiflies to its intereft. When a 
compaflionate man falls, who would 
not pity him ? who, that had power to 
do it, would not befriend and raife him 
up? or could the moft barbarous tem- 
per offer an infult to his diftrefs without 
pain aod reluctance ? fo that it is almoflr 
ft wonder that covetoufnefs, even in fpite 
of itfelf, does not fometimes argue a man 
iato charity, by its own principle of 
looking forwards, and the firm expefta- 
tffon it would delight in of receiving its 
own again with ufury. — So evident is it 
m the courfe of God's providence and 
die natural dream df things, that a good 

H 2 
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ofice cmc lime or odier ^cntr^lf mecEtt 

nkk a fcwird Geaerally^ did I fygi 

*— hov cin it ever htil-^whcn beGdi^ 
«U diis, lb large a fhare of cbc recom^ 
pence is fc> icicparable eveo from tbe 
adsea idclt*. Aflc tbe maa who has a 
rear or tcx^icnic& always ready to (bed 
ocer at uafbrcoaatc; who^ withal, is 
irair t> diihibutc and willing to conn 
9KBun&e: aik him if tbe bcft things^ 
v^x^h wi3 hav« ikid of pleafiiie^ have 
<V;r.-;r5^i whit he has felt, when, by a 
?i?^v^x:vr jJddacis, be hasm0sleiiebem'J 
4?'^ .-if 5saipsr j&g^ /ir /rr- Mark then 
t:>? rcYiftSoas c/ unutterable pleafure 
^^ >4Jbr:^^ocT i:i iiis kx>ks; and iay, 
>fc^^c^35er $ok«x>a his noc nied the point 
v<^ r%3(? oTv^TftDczt in the right place, 
>i-Vit J*:* oeciares *'' ^^ ^ knew oo 
^ j^wi t?Knt Wis in any of the riches 
^^ xv N^xss:^ o:^ dua worid, iMt for a 
^ m^m u M jj-M xsGt Mm im Us k/e.** 
Xvv w4ts ;i w}:^>!o;>: r»iba he made this 
<H»\^-i^?K.> — — iXx:bcic» be bad found 
r^*^ Ve<^. t^c ;n^;7Scjeacr of all fcnfual 
fsV«^H\^^ ; hc^ ^jwiwc » fianifii cither a 
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rimhii: Idnr ilttftikig fcheme of happmefsi 
\i(m tecMi the beft of them vanuhedn 
tht ftfe exceptionable in vanity, but the 
gtiilty b6rii in i^niiy and wxation ^ 
Jj^t. But that this was of lb pure an4 
tefined a nature, it burned without con- 
fUitiing: it was figuratively ite wid^m^t 
Urrelef meal which wafted noty and crnft 
4f ml which never failed. 

It is not an eafy nnatter to add weight 

CO the teftimony of she wifeft man, upon 

"the pleafure of doing good ) or elfe the 

evidence of the philofophcr Epicurus is 

very remarkable, whofe word in this 

matter is the more to be trufted, becaufe 

a^profeiTed fenfualiftj who, am id It all the 

'dt^icacies and improvements of pleafure 

^Hfhich a luxuriant fancy might ftrike 

-b^t," ftiil maintained, that the belt way 

*df tnlai^ing human happincfs was, by 

•a communication of it to others. 

' 'And if it was neceflary here, or there 

was time to refine upon this doftrine, 

H^ie might farther maintain, exclufiv«eof 

'the happinefs which the mind itfelf feels 

'in die ekercife of this virtuc> that the 

H 3 
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very body of man is never in $, bet- 
ter ftate than when he is nrioft m-» 
clined to do good offices !~»tha€ ta 
nothing nnorc contributes to heit«h 
than a benevolence of teniper, lb 
nothing generally was a ftrongcr in- 
dication of it. 

And what fecms to confirm this opi- 
nion, is an obfervation, the truth of 
which muft be fubmittcd to every one's 
refleftion — namely — that a difinclina-* 
tion and backwardnefs to do good^ is 
bften attended, if not produced, by an 
indifpofition of the animal as well as ra- 
tional part of us: So naturally do 

the foul and body, as in other cafes fo 
'in this, mutually befriend, or prey upon 
each other. And indeed, fetting afidc 
all abftrufer reafoning upon the point, 
I cannot conceive but that the very 
tnechanical motions which maintain life, 
muft be performed with more equal vi- 
gour and freedom in that man whom a 
great and good foul perpetually inclines 
to fhew mercy to the miferable, than 
they can be in a poor, fordid, fclfifh 
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wiFRtcfe ^wh^for little contracted heart 
v^ltf^uf^ no ipan';s aiBidion; but fits 
bfooding fo intently over its own plots 
nd /Conoerns, as to fee and feel no- 
ticing j. ^nd in truth, enjoy nothing be- 
yond hioifelf : and of whom one may 
fay what that great maftcr of nature has, 
fpeaking of a natural fenfe of harmony^ 
which I think with more juftice may be 
faid of gompaOioni that the man who 
had it not,*^ 

-*Was fit for treafons, ftratagems and fpoils : 
The MOTIONS of his fpirits are dull as night ; 
And his afie6lions dark as Erebus : 
■ ■ > Let no fttch man be trufled.—- — 

What divines fay of the mind, natu* 
raUfts have obfcrved of the body ; that 
there i& no paflion fo natural to it as love, 
which is the principle of doing good; 
•^and though inftanees, like this juft 
mentioned, fcem far from being proofs 
of it, yet it is not to be doubted, but that 
.^yery hard-hearted man has felt much 
inward oppofition before he could pre- 
jvail upon himfcjf to do aught to. fix and 
H 4 
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ii(ni^,'tttid tlteugWlfefsly hiirricd on by" 
inkei^ft dr wfcBtttfcnhi^but hcfc, there [ 
w2L&'ntt r(}6rh fdr mtWlivcs of that kinci ; ] 
fa 'that his attention being firft caught^- 
h6ld of^ and all his vices laid afleep;— - : 
thtert'NATURE awoke in triumph^ and 
fhfewed how dctply fhe had ' fown the 
feids of compaffion in every man's 
brcaft 5 when tyrants, with vices the 
nioft at enmity with it, were not ablcl 
entirely to root it out. 

But this is painting an amiable virtue, 
ahd fetting her off with fhades which* 
wickednefs lends us, when one might 
fafcly truft to the force of her own na-^ 
tural charms, and afk. Whether aiiy 
thing undir Heaven, in its own nature, 
is more lovely and engaging ? — To il- 
liiftrate this the more, let us turn our. 
thoughts within ourfelves, and for a mo- 
ment let any number of us here ima- 
gine ourfelves at this inftant engaged in 
drawing the moft perfeft and amiable 
character, fuch as, according to oiir con-, 
ccptions of the Deity, we Ihould think 
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mzt arrrpti^bjc to him, and mofl: likely 
t.- rt iTLrrerikliy admired by all mankind* 
^I -rpc£ to Tcur own thoughts, whe- 
re? in? £rE idea which offered itfelf ta 
r»'ir of our uriaginarions would not 
r: i.:^: :?:" £ CG:r.piifiionatc bcncfaftor, 
:r^.\.-r.:n£: rV-rzi his h^LCs to raife up the 
icr. :: J? c-TiJLi: : v-iiatever other virtues 
\-r :r.."u*-l p'^'i cur hero, we fhouid all 
^-.'r :r :r^'.:::r h:rr. a Erenerous friend, 
Trr^ :.v*.::c:'.: iric opporrunities of doing 
^* * •, r.- rj :;;C or»iy chunn of his pro- 
: V '^ w- :'r,.^uid pain: him like the 
: - J*" Jci orerflowing the 
\. : , . z:\t c^L-rin, that he might 
: *. - .MTT- -rg plenty and glad- 
.. . -\: V ;- r.i.T.. If this was not 
. X -^ .... V :- were frill defirous of 
. . y . •:::." ^ccrrt of perfeftion to 
■^ ,. . . . :,. M-f::: . we ibould endea- 
*-^ \ , V . ...Tie one, if human 
- ' *%v , .-..; ■ J ch 2 pattern, who, 
.V. . . .^ ' \\ , V. , w^ willing to un- 
• >-' - V -. .^ .. .::": .j:,or., to facrifice 
-' ,.::.- /r:L-ctT interefts, 
• '- ' ' - . . -^ / :. 5 l::e fcr the good 
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of i^ankind.'f*'— And here, — O merci- 
ful Saviour ! how would the bright ori- 
ginal gf thy unbounded goodncfs break 
in upon our hearts I ^hou who becamefi 
p$ori tbMt we might be rich — though Lord 
of all this world, yet badft not where to 
Uy thy head — and though equal in power 
and glory to the great God of Nature, 
yet madeft tbyfelf of no reputation^ tookefi 

upon thee the form of a fervant^ fub- 

mitting thyfelf, without opening thy 
mouth, to all the indignities which a 
thanklefs and undifcerning people could 
oflfcr i and at length, to accomplilh our 
falvation, becamefi obedient unto deathy 
fuffering thyfelf, as on this day *, to be 
kd like a lamb to thejlaughter. 

The confideration of this ftupendous 
inilaoce of compaflion, in the Son of 
God, is the molt unanfwerable appeal that 
can be made to the heart of man, for 
the reafonablenefs of it in himfelf. — Ic 
n the great argument which the Apoftlcs 
uic in almoft all their exhortations ta 

• Preached on Good Friday. 
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gr:x>£ virxs. — Sf^ed, if Chrifi fc lavec 
■J — d:« Lifrrrzcc b unayoidablc ; and 
=r=^tl: ard bczury to every thing 
w^iiL cm be urged upon the fub- 
5^~ Arc rierercre I have refcrved it 
fx =7 lift 2zd warmef^ appeal^ with 
wri^ I -w^rcili g-^dlj 5nlfh this difcourie^ 
ixi x: inn r'rr ieir fakes for whom it 
s prrxici. wr zzlz:iz be left to the full 
f=^rr"cg cc" fa exi!rcd and fo feafon* 
iblc 1 sxrcT?. — Ttnz fay refieding upon 
t!:e Lifziis libccr of this day's love, in 
r?:e Li±i:ics c: Christ's death, we may 
crr^fic^r what iz irn^nccfc debt we owe 
ea:!i cc!ier: iiri by cilling to mind the 
arriib!- rirter:: cf his life, in doing 
goc^f, we r-.ighr !e2m in what manner 
ws n\zj belt difcharge it. 

And, indeed, cf all rhc methods in 
which a good rrind would be willing to 
do it, I bc!l:e%e there can be none more 
beneFxial, or corr.prehenfive in its ef- 
fects, than that for which we are here 
met together — The proper education 
of poor chiidrexi being the ground-work 
of almoft r/cry other kind of charity, as 
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that which makes. every other fubfequent 
aft of u afifwcr the pious expcftation of 
the fiivcr. 

Without, this ^foundation firft laid; 
hpw much kindncis. in the progrefs of a 
l^nevolent maD\s life is unavoidably cafl; 
away ! and fometimes where it is as 
fenfelefs as the expoQng a tender plant 
to all the inclemencies of a cruel feafon^ 
and then going with forrow to take it ipj 
when the root is already dead. I faid> 
therefore^ this was the foundation of al- 
moft every kind of charity, — and might 
one not have added, of all policy too ? 
fincc the many ill confequences which 
attend the want of it, though grievoufly 
felt by the parties themfelves, are no left 
fo by the community of which they arc 
members^ and moreover, of all mif-* 
chiefs feem the hardefl to be redreflTed 
^Infomuch, that when one confiders 
the difloyal feduftions of popery on one 
hand, and on the other, that no bad* 
man^ whatever he profeffes, can be a 
gop4 fubjeft, one may .venture to fay, it 
had been cheaper and better for the n^- 



,:,'; 4. r.i^': ZT!*^ rn: r!j.>ciicc x£ nxftiU* 
i..i :...: •. '.'-:n.-:vi^- 2nd Ernnd morals 
..i4. ,:■.: lu": i:/r:^ jn:i;:Ter. of riic lower 
uy-. : -v.-...: ' :r. I'nrrr parrs of Grcait 
Ir :\^.\ r.^...'. :.• r^r r.h::prr-, fo often as 
v: ..J.-. : ^v,: v ^n-r tr.:5 iaft ccntiMT, to 
::: I'l J... -i^r i'^iT-ir'v-i arainft thc TC- 
:r:i. .'..• :::.:. ¥::\:T x:u vant of them 
:i-:- r^-.'.'c:^: . ."v- r-rr tt out doors. 
-V.::. .: *..^ . V-. .:'^. t." mift anriqui- 
:v zzi' Z'jr y vr. ,'" :r rhis cafe we 
jisvt ::. •-_.:? ::: ,: -r;-7r. tnis matter 
ri^L* r*:*r: '.^-:.r, rr.^r .r "!,:jr. vaft im- 
'.».>■:-.-... t -. ~: t ^ 1 : ,-.rr:rr5 sndpeace 
.v" ^ v:\o : -:^- .:rr: .\~—r-'.':r wealths, 
',n: :".'.»~ rr;..:-T: -.,- :■,.:-: z-:^ vdUom, 
r-T- rrr": z. r^it : r.r.:-r .\t?rem of 

r,": t." "T'^ 71".'--::. -~- ::' z^t T~-ir^5rzte, 

!: v.> ,v.r;Wr: v-rr rr.>. r^i br- 

•.^^\; • -r"" ■^..*-:. :■ : .\ r:. rr hi 
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likft^circiSimftances), when Antipitcr de* 
miandcd of them fifty children, as hof* 
tagesifbf the fccnrity of a diftant en- 
gagcrtteht, they made this brave and 
wife anfwef} ** they would not, — they 
♦' could not confcnt :— ^they would ra- 
*^ thcr give him double the numbcf of 
•' their bcft grown up men/'-^Intimat* 
ing, that, however they were diftreffed, 
they would chufe any inconvenience ra- 
ther than fuflxrr the lofs of their country's 
education; and the opportunity (which 
if once loll can never be regained) of 
giving their youth an early tinfture of 
reltgiotii and bringing them up to a lovt 
of induftry, and a love of the laws and 
conftkution of their country. — If this 
Ihcws the great importance of a proper 
cduMtion to children of all ranks and 
conditions, what fliall we fay then of 
thofc whom the providence of God has 
placed in the very lowed lot of life, ut- 
terly caft -out of the way of knowledge^ 
without a parent, — fometimes may b^ 
without a friend to guide and inftruA 
tb<mj but what common pity and th^ 
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iKXcility of their fuel fuuation engagts 
• - - where the dangers which furrouod 
ihcui K>i\ every tUle are 16 great and many, 
that Ku' one fortunate paflenger in life, 
who nukes his way well in the world 
wuh Ivuh eavly diladvantages^ and {o 
diluul A letting out^ we may reckon 
thoviUuvU^ who every day fuffer (hip- 
wivv Wji And arc loll for ever. 

U there is^ u eal'e under heaven which 
eatls ovit aloud tor the more immediate 
ewreUc ot von>palUon, and which may 
U* UK^kevl uiva a» the compendium of 
M vhauiy, lurely it is this : and I am 
jHji\usU\l iluiv wouKl want nothing 
uv^^u" io vonNin^v the greateft enemy to 
ihele kuuls v^t eh.uities that it is fo, but 
A Uue i^^iK^iiunity of taking a nearer 
view ot loiue ot* the more dillrcfsful ob- 
jei'ts ot it. 

I ct hiu\ gv> into the dwellings of the 
untoUvinaie» into foiue mournful cot- 
lage» where pciverty and afflidVion reign 
li^gethvr. There let hin\ behold the 
dilionlolate widow — fitting — lleeped in 
tears i— thus furrowing over the infant 
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(he knows not how to fuccour. — " O my 
*^ child, thou art now left cxpofcd to a 
'* wide and a vicious world, too full of 
" fnarcs and temptations for thy tender 
** and unpraftifed age. Perhaps a pu- 
" rent's love may magnify thofc dangers 
" —But when I conlidcr thou art driven 
" out naked into the midft of them 
" without friends, without fortune, 
** without inftruclion, my heart bleeds 
" beforehand for the evils whicii may 
" come upon thee. God, in whom we 
" trufted, is witncfs, fo low had liis 
" providence placed us, that we never 
" indulged one wifli to have made thee 
" rich, — virtuous we would have made 

" thee; for thy faUurr, my hujhavj^ 

" was a good man^ and feared the Lord^ 

" and though all the fruits of his 

" care and indullry were little enough 
*' fo5 our fupport, yet lie honeftly had 
'* determined to have fpared foine por- 
'* tion of it, fcanty as it was, to have 
** placed thee fafcly in the way of know- 
^' ledge and inllrudlion— But alas ! he 
** is gone from us, never to return more, 

VOL. VI. I 
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•' ^l';./r;/ j* : Fv', s*^wii! ztn nditu^ 

•• /^ /6///^ Z///'^//) t^;, "^x -.i-h*: ijP -liar ^wc 
»* J,4/<'." ^//;''^ :i ^LvT'-rrrr:^ arif ttH 
iiM I'uhly h<- i»<w'4'-r''J, — Er: "kr: libr man, 

tliU unuihu, AtA then 1^ ii3 xiar- 
(ulir, // ///^^ir h any jorrorij llii ^iCi, Jor-- 
vi»\i', t^>hi:rc'iciil/ tba 1 ord has cfU^cih:^^ 
ill wlii ilu 1 ilu rr (an be any charirr Fkr 

ih,:t'\ hujotn^ iUul rcliiiing her from thcfe 
.^.j.ii III nliuh-j C SliouUl a heathen^ a 
Ihuii'M ui dill holy religion and the 
li.vi li u.uluil, IhouUl he, as be journey- 
ed^ totta: tu ibc pLitt' where (lie lay, when be 
lii;', -u'tjuld /v tioi have compaffion on her? 
(i(ii> fditihl ;i Jnilhim (hould tbis day 
wiui u 1 or ill .my lime look upon fuch a 
iliili. r., <///./ /'(//.v h on the other Jide. 

Kiihn. Id him do, as his Saviour 
t.m'''n Inin, hiHil Up the iioundsy and pour 
li.inloii uuo iho hcMit of one, whom 
the hand of CJou has fo bruifed. Let 
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turn praftifc, what it is, with. Elijah's 
tranfport, to fay to the affliftcd widow, 
r^Set^ tbj fen livetb! — liveth by my 
charity, and the bounty of this hour, to 
all the purpofes which make life defirc- 
ablc, — to be made a good man, and a 
profitable fubjcft : on one hand, to be 
trained up to fuch a fenfc of his duty, as 
may fecure him an intcreft in the world 
to come ; and with regard to this world, 
to be fo brought up in it to a love of 
honcft labour and induftry, as all his life 
long to earn and eat his bread with joy 
and thankfulnefs. 

'^ Much peace and happinefs reft upon 
*' the head and heart of every one who 
*' thus brings children to Christ! — May 
" the blefling of him that was ready to pe- 
" ri/h come feafonably upon him !— The 
" Lord comfort him, when he wofl ivants 
" ;/, when he lies fick upon his bed ! make 
•' thou, O God ! all his bed in his fick- 
«' ncfs J and for what he now fcattcrs, 
'" give him, then, that peace of thine 
" which pafleth all undcrflanHing, and 
" which nothing in this world can either 
'" give or take away.'* Amen. 
I 2 
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SERMON VL 

]Pharifee and Publican in the Temple* 

LUKE XVIII. 14. ift part. 

t tell yo\i> thlt man went down to his houfe joiUfied 
rather than the other : — 

^p H B s B words arc the judgment 
•^ which our Saviour has left upon 
the behaviour and different degrees of 
merit iu the two men, the Pharifec and 
Publican, whom he reprefents, in the 
foregoing parable, as going up into the 
temple to pray; in what manner they 
dilcharged this great and folemn duty, 
will beft be leen from a confideration of 
the prayer, which each is faid to have 
addreffcd to God upon the occafion. 

The pharifee, inftcad of an aft of hu- 
miliation in that awful prefencc before 
which he ftood, — with an air of triumph 
and felf-fufficicncy, thanks God that he 
had not made him like others — pxtor- 
' 3 
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Joo x* KV.CIMI :u .r.e i inner. I cell 
■/ou, ^vivis JUL- i.x'.oi..^, :;i::j -rti:! wenc 
..oxv!t :i> :.> XHiic uitir^ci riiiier titiQ 
::^C jl::v:v. 

V'v^:^:-^ ^vj ...iVv:-:: ::' :hls iecermlaa- 
y\jir i.' • v,^ .» ■,■■• ji:c ic -^rt ■.:^:, :: vnzy 
•wc cv: i.n::? iv'* -••.■:■;•.• .:::•,* i zzcr^ pirti- 

c/ .* > ."vvj.'v:.- ^ -■i.:;:r O:^ :!:e pub- 
ic.'.* .': ^ Vv.'^-:: ■.i:^^ ':*v.: :hi: the 
;u>;.:: ■v;-.:.i:> ' x^^* :v ^cii .::;: :o i train 
or' icv- ::Vv\*c> -o: v.t/, .:icl^ ro :h;r iolem- 

T>.c v^.r..Vv- NviN or.;r of :hiC left, 
who, :.^» ovr Swio^s.^ r..v.e> whit by 
the ^v::^c:::v of :hc:r Uvc^ — their {^ublic 
ai.v.s-dvC^i, ^r.d greater pretences ca 
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piety than other men, had gradually 
wrought thcmlclvcs into much credit 
and reputation with the people? and 
indeed, as the bulk of thefo. arc eafily 
caught with appearances, their cliarufter 
feems to have been admirably well fuitcd 
to fuch a purpofc, — If you looked no 
farther than the outwanl part of it, you 
would think it made up of all f'oodnclii 
and perfcftionj an uncommon faiuiity 
of life, guarded by {i;rcat ilccornm and 
fcverity of manners, — pnifufo and fre- 
quent charitirs 10 ihc poor many 

adls of rclif\i()n, much obltTvancc of 

the law much abflinencc much 

prayer. 

It is painful to fufpcif^ rhr appearance 

of fo much jj;()od and wo\ild have 

been fo here, had not our blclVcd Sa- 
viour left us their real charartrr u|>c)n 
record, and drawn \ip by himfclf in one 
word — that the fc6t were like whitened 
fcpulchres, all fair and beautiful without, 
and enriched there with whatever could 
attraft the eye of the beholder i bur, 
1 4 
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a true pidurc of the man's heart, and 
Ihews "with what a difpofition and frame 
of mind he came to worlhip.— = 

God ! I thank thee that fhou haft 
formed me of different materials from 
thq reft of my fpecies, whom thou haft 
created frail and vain by nature, but by 
choice and difpofition utterly corrupt 
and wicked. 

Me, thou haft faftiioned in a different 
mould, and haft infufed fo large a por- 
tion of thy fpirit into me, lo ! I am 
raifed above the temptations and defires 
to which flefh and blood are fubjeft. — ^I 
thank thee that thou haft made me thus 
—not a frail vefTel of clay, like that of 
other men — or even this publican, but 
that I ftand here a chofen and fandified 
vcflel unto thee. 

After this obvious paraphrafe upon 
the words, which fpeaks no more than 
the true fpirit of the pharifee's prayer, — 
you would naturally afk, what reafon 
wai there for all this triumph — or what 
foundation could he have to infult in 
this manner over the infirmities of 
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mankind — or even thofe of die humjjlc 
publican who ftood before him?— — 
Why, fays he, I faft twice in the weck^ 
1 give tythes of all that 1 poffefs.-r^ 
Truly, a very indifferent account of 

himfelf and if that was all he had 

to offer in his own behalf, God knows, 
it was but a weak foundation to fupport 
fo much arrogance and felf-conceit i bc- 
caufe the obfervance of both the one 
and the other of thefe ordinances might 
be fuppofed well enough to be^ con- 
fiflent with the moft profligate of life 
and manners. 

The conduct and behaviour, of the 

publican appears very different and 

indeed as much the reverfe to this,, as 
you could conceive. But before wq en- 
ter upon that, as I have fpoken largely 
to the charafter of the pharifee, /twiU 
be but juftice to fay a word or two. ifi 
general to his. — The publican was oqe 
of that order of men employed by the 
Roman emperors in levying the. taxes 
and contributions which were from tim^ 
to time exadted from Judea as a^',fion- 
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quercd nation. Whether from the par- 
ticular fate of that employment, owing 
to the fixed averfion which men have to 
part with what is their own, or from 
whatever other caufes it happened — fo 
it was, that the whole fct of men were 
odious, infomuch that the name of a 
publican was a term of reproach and 
infamy amongft the Jews. 

Perhaps the many inftances of rigour 
to which their office might diredl them 
— heightened fometimes by a mixture 
of cruelty and infolence of their own — 
and poffibly always made to appear 
worfc than they were by the loud cla- 
mours and mifreprefentations of others 
—all might have contributed to fornn 
and fix this odium. But it was here, no 
doubt, as in all other clalTes of men 
whofc profeffions expofe them to more 
temptations than that of others — that 
there are numbers who ftill behave well, 
ttid who amidft all the fnares and op- 
portunities which lie in their way, — pafs 
through them, not only with an unble- 
mifhed character, but with the inwatd 
teftimony of a good confcience. 
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pretence — the beft of us fall fcvcn times 
a day, and thereby add fome degree of 
unprofitablenefs to the charader of thofc 
who do all that is commanded them — 
was I pcrfedt therefore, fays Job, I 
would not know my foul, I would be 
filent, 1 would be ignorant of my pwn 
righteoufnefs, for (hould I fay I was per- 
fcft, it would prove me to be perverfe. 
From this introduftion I will take occa- 
fion to recommend this virtue of religi- 
ous humility, which fo naturally falls 
from the fubjeft, and which caqnot more 
cffcftually be enforced, than by an en- 
quiry into the chief caufes which pro- 
duce the oppofitc vice to it that of 

fpiritual pride — for in this malady of 
the mind of man — the cafe is parallel 
with moll others of his body, the dan- 
gers of which can never rightly be ap- 
prehended i nor can remedies be applied 
either with judgment or fuccefs, till 
they are traced back to their firll prin- 
ciples, and the feeds of the* diforder arc 
laid open and confidered. 
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And firft, I believe, one of the mofl: 
general caufcs of fjpiritual pride, is that 
which feems to have mifled the pharifee 
— a miftaken notion of the true prin- 
ciples of his religion. He thought, no 
doubt, that the whole of it was conipre- 
hended in the two articles of pay- 
ing tythes and frequent falling, and 
that whfen he had difcharged his con- 
fcience of them — he had done all that 
was required at his hands, and might 
with reafon go, and thank God that he 
had not made him like others. — It is 
not to be queftioned, but through force 
of this error, the pharifee might think 
himlelf to be, what he pretended, a re- 
ligious and upright man. — For however 
he might be brought to aft a double 
and infincere part in the eyes of men 
upon worldly views — it is not to be 
fuppofed — that when he ftood by him- 
felf, apart in the temple, and no wit- 
nefles of what pafled between him and 

his God that he (hould knowingly 

and wilfully have dared to aft fo open 
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and bai^cfaccd a fceneof mockery in the 
face of Heaven. This is fcarce proba- 
ble—and therefore it muft have been 
owing to fome delufion in his education, 
which had early planted in his nnind 
falfc and wretched notions of the eflcn- 
tials of religion — which as he grew up 
Had proved the feeds of infinite error 
both in pradticc and fpeculation. 

With the reft of his fed, he had been 
fo principled arid inftrufted as to obfervc 
a fcrupulous nicety and moft religious 
cxaftnefs in the lefler matters of his re- 
ligion — its frequent wafhings — its faft- 
ings and other external rites, of no merit 
in thcmfelves — but to ftand exempted, 
from the more troublefome exaftnefs in 
ihc weightier matters of the law, which 
were of eternal and unchangeable obli- 
gation. So that, they were in truth 
blind guides — who thus will ftrain at a 
gnat and yet fwallow a camel j and, as 
bur Saviour reproves them from a fa- 
miliar inftance of domeftic inconfiftency 
* — would make clean the outfide of the 
cup and platter — yet fuffcr the infide — 
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the moft material part^ to be full of cor- 
ruption and cxcefs. From this know* 
ledge of the charadler and principles of 
the pharifcc, 'tis eafy to account for his 
fentimcnts and behaviour in the temple, 
which were juft fuch as they would have 
led one to have cxpefted. 

Thus it has always happencd,4)y a fa- 
tality common to all fuch abufes of re- 
ligion, as make it to confift in external 
rites and ceremqnies more than inward 
purity and integrity of heart. — As thefc 
outward things are eafily put in praftice 
—and capable of being attained to, with- 
out much capacity, or much oppofi- 
tion to flclh and blood — it too naturally 
betrays the profefTors of it into a ground- 
lefs perfuaHon of their own godlinefs, and 
a dcfpicablc one of that of others, in their 
religious capacities, and the relations in 
which they ftand towards God : which 
)s the very dctinition of fpiritual pride. 

When the true heat and fpirit of de- 
votion is thus loft and extinguilhed un- 
der a cloud of oltentatious ceremonies 
and gcftures, as is remarkable in the 
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fi^oman church— where the celebration 
of high mafsi when fet off to the beft ad- 
vantage with all its fcenical decorations 
and finery, looks more like a theatrical 
performance} than that humble and fo- 
lemH appeal whicii duft and a(hes arc 
offerini" up to the throne of God ; — — 
when religion, I fay, is thus clogged and 
bore down by fuch a weight of ccrcmo- 

iiies it is much eaficr to put in pre- 

tenfidhs to holinefs up6n fuch a mecha- 
nical fyfteirfas is left of it, than where 
the charader^is only to be got and main- 
tained by a painful conflict and perpe- 
tual war againft the paffions. 'Tis eafier, 
for rnftance, for a zealous papift to crofs 
himfelf and tell his beads, than for an 
humble proteftant to fubdue the lufts of 
anger, intemperance, cruelty and re- 
venge, to appear before his Maker with 
that preparation of mind which becomes 
ham. The operation of being fprinkled 
with holy water, is not fo difficult in it- 
felf, as that of being chafte and fpotlefs 
within — c^nfcious of no dirty thought 
or difhoneft aftion. 'Tis a much (horter 
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taincd In ♦our worfliip, but what, I be- 
lieve, tend to excite and afl!ft it — yet fo 
ftrong a propenfity is there in our nature 
to Tenfe — and fo unequal a match is the 
rutaderftanditig of the bulk of mankind, 
for* the impreffions of outward things — 
that i^e fte thoufands who every day 
iTiiftake the fhadow for the fubftance, 
ahd was it fairly put <o the trial, would 
. cxchagge , the rAlity for the appear- 
ance* * ^ 

You fee* this was almofl: univerfally 
the cafe oPthe Jcwilh church — where, 
for wanp of proper guard and difl;indion 
.betwixt the means of religion and religi- 
on Itfelf, the ceq^monial part in time eat 
away the moral part, and left nothing 
but a fhadow behind. — *Tis to be feared* 
the buffooneries of the Romifli church 
bid fair to do it the fame ill ofHce, to 
.. the difgrace and utter ruin of chriftianity 
* .wherever popery is eftablilhed. What 
then remains, but that we re<5lify thefc 
grofs and pernicious notions of religion, 
and place it upon its true bottom, which 
wc can only do, by bringing back rcli- 
K 2 
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SERMON VII. 

•^ * Vindication of HuAan Nature. 

ROMANS XIV. >. 

For nine of us livctK to himfclf. 

• 

rpHzVE is not a Ijntcncc in fcripturc, 
A whicn ftrikes a narrow foul with 
greater aftonifhment i — and one might 
as eafily engage to clear up the darkcft 
problem Jn geometry to an ignorant 
mind, as make a fordid <5he comprehend 
the truth and reafonablenefs of this plain 
propofition — No man liveth to himfclf! 
Why ? — Does any man live to any thing 
clfe ? — In the whole compafs of human 
. life, can a prudent man fleer to a fa- 
• fer point? — Not live to himfclf!— To 
whom then ? — Can any intercfl^s or con- 
cerns which are foreign to a man's felf 
have fuch a claim cjver him, that he muft 
ferve under them, — fufpcnd his own 
^ 3 
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he was intended to live) that in faft h^ 
lives only to hlmfelf. 

Before I' reply direftly to this accufa- 
tion, i cannot help obferving by the way, 

^ that there is fcarce any fhing which has 
done more diflervice to focial virtue, than 
the frequent reprefentations of human 
nature, under this hideous, picture of de- 
fornnity, wh;ch, by leaving out all that 
k geAerous and friendly in the heart of 
man, has funlt him below the level of a 
Vrute, a^ if he was*a cdmpofition of all 
that was mean-fpirited and felfifh. Sure- 
ly, 'tis one ftep towards adling well, to 
think worthily of our nature j and, as in 
common life the way to make a man ho- 
ncft, is, to fuppofe him fo, and trpat * 

^him as fuch s— fo here, to fet feme value 
upon ourfclves, enables us to fupport the 
charafter, and even infpires and adds 
fentiments of generofity and virtue to 
tliofe which we have alreadypreconoeived. 
The fcripture tells. That God made man 
in his own image, — not furely in the fenfi- 
tive and corporeal part of him, that could 
l?car no refemblanCe with a pure and hm^ 

K 4 



nkc spirit — but 'what rektwAAmc^' hti 
bore was undoubtedly itvthciinpml rectr^ 
titude, and the kind ^nd bonevalenc af^ . 

* feftions of his nature. And though the 
brightnefs *of his image^has been fuUitd 
greatly by the fall of m^ in our firfti 
parents, and the charadlers of it render* 
cd ftill lefs legible by the many fupcrin- 
du(5t:ions of his own deprived appetites 
fince, — yet 'tis a laudable pride and a'truc 
greatnefs of nnind to cherifR a belief, that 
there is fo much of that gloriouS image 
ftill left upon it, as fhall rellrain hinn from 
bafe and difgraceful aftions ; to anfwer 
which end, what thought <jan be more 

. conducive than that of our being made 
in the likencfs of the greateft and beft of 
Beings ? This is a plain confequepce. • 
And the confideration of it Ihould have 
in fome meafure been a proteftion t» . 
human nature, from the Vough ufage 
Ihe has met with from the fatirical pens 
of fo many of the French writers, as well 
as of our own country, who with more 
wit than well-meaning have defperatcljr 
fallen foul upon the whole fpecies, as a 
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fet oC creatares incapable cither of prU ^ 
vace fricodfliip* or public fpirit, but juft ^ 
as^tho cafe fuited their own intereft and 
advantjlge. 

■ That therft is fclfiftinefs and'meannefs . 
enough in the« ibuls of one part of the , 
world, to hurt the credit of the other 
part of it, is what I ihall not difpucq ' 
againfti but to judge of -the whole from 
this bSid fample, and^becauie one man is 
plotting and artTul in his nature ;— or, a 
fecond openly makes his pleafure or his 
profit the whole' center of all his defigns i 
— or becaufe a third ftrait-hcarted wretch 
fits confined within himfelf, — feels no 
misfortunes, but thofe which touch him- 
felf; to involve the whole face without 
•icrcy under fuch dctefted charaftcrs, is 
a conclufion as falfe as it is pernicious i 
and was it in general to gain credit, 
could fcrve no^end, but the rooting out 
of our nature all that is generous, and 
planting in the ftead of it fuch an aver- 
fion to each other, as mud untie the 
bands of fociety, and rob us of one of 
the greateft pleafures of it, the mutual 
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cable, or he would lofe, at lead, the very 
thing which ftiade life itfelf dclirable. 
• Wfe know that our Creator, like an all- 
wife contriver, in this, as in all other of 
his works, has implanted in jnankind 
futh appetites -and inclinations as were 
fuitable for their ftate j that is, fuch as 
would naturally lead him to the love of 
focietyand friendfliip, without which he 
would have been found in a worfc condi- 
tion than the very beads of the field. 
No oqe, therefore, who lives in fociety*, 
can be faid to live to himfelf, — he lives 
to his GjD, — to Jiis king, and his coun- 
try. — He li^es to hfs family, to his ' 
friends, to ^1 under his truft, and in a 
word, he lives to the whole race of man- 
kinti J whatfoever has * tlie chara6lcr of 
iftan, and wears the fame image of God 
that he does, is truly his brother, and Ijas 
a juft claim t6 his kindnefs. — That this 
is the cafe in faft, as well as in theory, 
may be made plain to any one who has 
made any obfervations upon human life. 
—When we have traced it through all 
^ts connexions — viewed it under the feve- 
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raL ooUg^tfiuns which uiccced c^ch od^er 
lu xjierpctual rocarlun through the .dif- 
tecctic tla^ Qi X haibr pilgrioiagCj Ve 
ibail aau ih^ :heit: ic eperacc to ftrong- 
i)R upQa lc> xod lay us juttly xinder fo 
(^«>y rt:»iniincs> chdc w^ are crcry hOur 
Uciuicmg :uincc>iii^ co ibciery, ia return . 
iar ciic i?cacoc5 wc r;^:eive tnxn it* * 

Tj' uimfar^ ch»> let us tike a Ihort 
yarned 01 »: I^^c cf^ izij one man (not 
iu;?ic ^ grrcic excef cion5> 5u: fuct a^lifc 
js( :;$. ^Murcxi r,.* nn^ii) > I;:t us examine 
^ u^crrf^ c» ^13 pcuir^ -J^d ttj how fiur 
;c wrii i:r-L>«cr .Uci': i rrirrciSnratioo. 

I: ifrc ix^:-: v. :^: >::n ia c::j.t early age 
whe^.i ;i^c ;'::.:^p:ir rrjmjts of undif- 
ji;,u*:cvi :cj<-c/^-c:i i.ri vL.:r.ccreilcd com- 
pjiiica ilicv* :ien:ii:*v;fs — I might pre- 
YiOvrv-Y >:>bicrve» ^::h what xmpreflidhs 
fe^ :> vViTX Ov*: c:^ the hares of God, with 
the vv:v bia$ irpoa h:s natu^fr, which 
prtrirtrs i^.k^.i ror the character which he 
vnii Cvr: ;*icvt to #\:L.L — But let us pafs 
bv the vrirs v, hch denote childhood, as 
no ia^'iil c\h::^::ce, yoi/11 fay, in this 
difpucc s let us foilow him to-the period, 
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when he IS juft got Idofc from tutors and 
govcFBors, 'when his a<5tions may be ar- 
gued upon wifh lefs exception. If yoa 
obfen^e, you will find that one* of^ the 
firft and leading propenfitics of hfs na- 
ture is that, which difcovers itfclf in the 
Jefirc of ibeiety> and the fpontancou* 
love towards thofc of hi^Tcind. And 
though the natural v^ants and exigen- 
cies of his cgndition are, no doubt, one 
rcafon* of this amiaWe impulfe, — Goi> 
having founded that in him as a provi- 
fional fccurity tp make him focial j — yet 
though it is a reafon^in nature— ^'tis a 
reafon to him yet ufidifcovcred. Youtb 
is not apt to ^hilofophifc fo deeply — bu« 
ibllows, — as it feels itfclf prompted by the 
inward working of benevolence— with- 
out view to itfelf, or previous calcula-^ 
tioK either of the lofs or profit which 
may accrue. Agreeably to this,, obferve 
how warmly, how heartily hc^cnters inta 
fHend(hips>-— how difiiterefted^ and un«* 
fufpi^ious in the choice of them,-— how 
generous and open in his profeflions I 
-«-*how fincere and honcft in making 
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That a longer knowledge of the 
worldi and* Ibme cxperFcnce of infincc- 
rity,— will tcath him a leflbn of more, 
caution in the choice of friendlhips, and 
lefs forwardnefs inthe undiftinguifhcd 
ofRrs of his ferviccs, is what I grant. 
But if he.tcools of thcfe, does he not 
grow warmer ftill in conntftions of a 
different kind*7 Follow him, I pray 
you, into the next ftagc of life, where 
he has entered into* engagements, and 
appears a# the flther of a family, and 
ygu will fee the paflion ftill remains— ' 
the ftream fomewhat more confined,— 
but funs the ftrongtr for it. — The fame 
benevolence of heart altered only in 'its 
courfe, and the difference of objcfts to-* 
w^rds which it tends, •Take a fhort 
vi^w oftfhim in this light, as afting un* 
dtr the iv^any tender claims which that 
relation lays upon him, — fpending ma* 
ny weary days, and lleepleft nights—^ 
utterly forgetful of hi#jfelf, intent only 
upbn his family, and with an anxious 
heart contriving and labouring to prc- 
fcrve it from diftrcfs, againft that hour 
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Jet lis not fcek them in this relation of 
a pareht, whofe whole life, when truly 
•known, is often little elfe but a fuccef- 
fion of cares, heart-aches, and difquiet- 
ing apprehenfijons, — enougl^ to Ihew 
that he is but an inftrument in the hands 
of God to provide for the well-being of 
others, to fervc their intereft as well as 
his own. 

If you try the truth of this reafoning 
upon every other part or fituation of the 
fanne life, you will find it holds good in 
one degree or other. Take a view of it 
out of thefe clofer connections both of a 
friend and parentf. — Confider hinn for a 
moment under that natural alliance in. 
which even a heathen poet has placed 
him J namely, that of a man 5— and as 
fuch> to*his honour, as one incapable of 
ftanding unconcerned in whatever con- 
cerns his fellow-creatures. — Compaflion 
has fo great a'fhare in our nature, and 
the miferies of this world are fo conftant 
an excrcife of it, as to leave it in no 
one's power (who deferves the name of 
a man), in thjs refpeft, to live to bimfelf. 
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^,JIe/. cannot ftop his cars againft the 

.fsrics of the unfortunate. — The fad 

tftory of the fadiericfa and him that has 

fl0 ; helper mufi be heard.*— fi^^ farnw- 

Jul Jighing fif the prifaners will com ie- 

fere him \ and. a thoufand other untold 

xtks of diftrcfs to which the life of mkn 

.13 fubjed, iind a way to his heart, let 

intereft guard the paiTage as it will—* 

if hi bos ibis wcrU^s goods^ and feetb 

bis brother have need^ be will not be able 

H fhmi up bis bowels of compaffion from 

Ann* 

Let amy man of common humanity 
iook back upon his own life as fubjeft- 
cvi to chcfe ftrong claims, and recoUeft 
the inSuencc they have had upon him. 
Hew ©ft the mere impulfes of generofi- 
nr iitd corrrraiHofi hare led bim o^i of 
?V»s w:fcT r — In how minr afts of charity 
«Ki k:::ic;TC!s. his f<flfow-fccling {or 
^nrrs. -hirt rrdde Jtiin tbrg« himfelf ? 

— 4 t 'tt!«.ir^».XM}rt\r OiTCe^y hoW oft hc 

•Kis ^:\^? i.^umt: xii cctrfidcrations oi 
.*x\N»;vs >riT>*T?nietnr?. tlj:^ fometimes 
-^*i >^\ tf1^v.^ ctrit? — ^Let hitn zdds 
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td tMsi accotiifit, 'hbw much> irt the-|)ro- 

Lgrefs 00 hU life^ has been givert up even 

to thb kfler oblig?ttions of civility ^rtd 

good mannera ?^— What ' rc&rsAntt th^y 

havcv laid him under? How large U 

/portion, of his time, — how much of his 

^itficlination and the plan of lifd^he (houtd 

moft have wilhcd, has from^timc to time 

been made a facrifice to his good-nature, 

and difinclination to give pain or difguit 

to others ? 

Whoever takes a view of the life of 
man in this glafs wherein I have (hewn 
^t, will.find it fo bcfet and hemmed in 
wijh obligations of one kind or other, 
^i^ft to leave little room to fufpe6t, that 
ff^an €an live to himfelf : and fo clolely 
Jias- our Creator linked us together (as 
^)iyeU asi all other parts of his works) for 
fht prefqrvation of that harmony in the 
.fpin\e w>d fyftem of things which his 
wfifdprn has at firft eftablifhcd, — that we ' 
find .this bond of mutual dependence, 
^howeyer relaxed, is too ftrong to be 
broke : .and I believe, that the moft fclf^ 
jifljiijen findjt is jfo,, and that they can- 

L 2 
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not, in facl, live fo much to themfclve8> 
as the narrownefs of their own hearts 
inclines them. If thefe refleftions are 
juft upon the moral relations in which 
we ftand to each other, let us clofe the 
examination with a fhort refleftion up- 
on the gieat relation in which we ftand 
to God. • 

The firft and more natural thought 
on this fubjed,^ which at one time or 
other will thruft itfelf upon every man's 
mind, is this, — That there is a God who 
made me, — to whofe gift I owe all the 
powers and faculties of my foul, to 
whofc providence I owe all the bleflings 
of my life, and by whofe permiflion it is 
that I exercife and enjoy them ; that I 
am placed in this world as a creature of 
but a day, haftening to the place fron^ 
whence I ftiall not return — That I am 
accountable for my conduit and beha- 
viour to this great and wifeft of Beings, 
before whofe judgment-feat I muft final- 
ly appear, and receive the things done 
in my body, — whether they are good, or 
whether they are bad. 
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Can any one doubt but the moft in- 
confideratc of men fomctimes fit down 
coolly, and make fome fuch plain re- 
flexions as thefe upon their ftatc and 
condition ? — or, that after they have 
made them, can one imagine, they lole 
all efFc6l ? — As little appearance as 
there is of religion in the world, there 
is a great deal of its influence ft It ih its 
alFairs — nor can one fo root out the 
principles of it, but like nature they 
"will return again, and give checks and 
interruptions to guilty purfuits. There 
are feafons, when the thoughts of a juft 
God overlooking^ and the terror of an 
after-reckoning, has made tlic mofl: de- 
termined tremble, and llop fliort in the 
execution of a wicked purpolc ; and if 
•we conceive that the word of men lay 
fome reftraint upon thenifelves froni 
the weight of this principle, what rtiall 
we think of the good and virtuous parr 
of the world, who live under the perpe- 
tual influence of it,-— who facriHce their 
appetites and palTions from a confciencc 
of their duty to Gon ; and confuler him 

^ 3 
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js t:5c crcrpoSr to wbocn they have dedi- 
dosd ti&Bff tarvkc^ 2fid make that the 
fc£ griirfpfcr, aracf cfronarc end of all 
t&er atTirrg f — Hofw aiaay real and un- 
rfwcT.i.ii rrrfemcrf datrc aire in the world 
dF nnm tiis gpwmacd, wiil not concern 
«s & mncfr m rnqr.ifrr, as to take care 
ifiatwc 2x:c of ^:c nxiniber : which may 
gmot ibr t^ fjekc of Jefus Chrift. 
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Time arid Chance. . .: ' 

■ . . ■ ' ' '" ri^ 

ECCLESIASTES IX. II. 

I rchirned and faw iimlcr the fun, that the race Is not to 
the fwift, — nor the battle to the ftrong,— ncitlieV vet 

* bread to the wife, nor yet riches to men* of iinider- 
Handing, nor yet favour to men of ikiil,— 'A^JUtv^iffie 
and chance happeneth to them all. 

Vf 7 HEN a man cafts a look upon 
^ this melancholy defcription of 
the world, and fees, contrary to all his 
gCiefles and expedations, what different 
fates attend the lives of men, — how oft 
it happens in the world, that there is not 
even bread to the wife, nor riches to men 

of underftanding, &c. he is apt to 

conclude with a figh upon it, in the 

words, — tho' not in the fenfe of the wife 
man, — that time .and chance happeneth 
to them all. — That time and chance,— 
apt feafons and fit corrjunftures have the 
greatell fway, in the turns and difpofajjs 
of men's fortunes. And that, as thefc 
I 4 
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lucky hits (as they are called) happen. to 
be for, or againft a man, — they either 
open the way to his advancenient againft 
all obftacles, — or block it up againft all 
helps and attempts. That as the text 
intimates, neither wifdom, nor underjiand^ 
ingi nor Jkill^ (hall be able to furmount 
them. 

However widely we may differ in our 
reafonings upon this obfervation of So- 
lomon's, the authority of the obfervation 
is ftrong beyond doubt, and the evidence 
given of it in all ages fo alternately con- 
firmed by examples and complaints, ^s 
to leave the faft itfelf unqueftionable — 
That things are carried on in this world, 
fometimes fo contrary to all our reafon- 
ings, and the feeming probabilities of 
fuccefs, — that even the race is not to the 
fwift, nor the battle to the ftrong, — nay 
what is ftranger ftill — nor yet bread to 
the wife, who fhould laft ftand in want 
of it, — nor yet riches to men of undcr- 
ftanding, who you would think beft 
qualified to acquire them, — nor yet fa- 
vour to men of flcill, whofc merit and 
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prctenct's 'bid the faireft for it, — but 
that there are fome fccrct and unfeen 
workings in human affairs, which baffle 
all our endeavours, — and turn afide the 
courie of things in fuch a manner,— 
that the moft likely caufes difappoint 
and fail of producing for us the efFeft 
which we wifhed and naturally expeft- 
ed from them. 

You will fee a man, of whom was 
you to form a conjefture from the ap- 
pearances of things in his favour,—— 
you would fay was fetting out in the 
world, with the faireft profpeft of mak- 
ing his fortune in it j — with all the ad- 
vantages of birth to recommend him,— 
of pcrfonal merit to fpeak for him— 
and of friends to help and pufh him 
forwards : you will behold him, not- 
withftanding this, difappointed in every 
efFcft you might naturally have looked 
for, from themj every ftep he takes 
towards his advancement, fomething 
invifible fhall pull him back, fome un- 
forefeen obftacle fhall rife up perpetu- 
ally in his way, and keep there. In 

every application he makes — fome un- 
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tg^^f^.Gircumftaxice fhall blaft it^-n^I^ti 
{ball rife early>--~- late; uke reft,-^-t*^ 
a^^ cat the brea4 o£ carefulnefsj-^-^yet 
fpme happier man fhall (till rife up> 
}|iQd ever ftep in before. him» and leave 
b|m ftruggling to the end of his lifej in 
ihfi very fame place in which he iirft 
b^g^n it. 

The hiftory of a fecond, Ihall in all 
refpeds b^ the contrail to this.^ He 
flifUl come into the world with the moft 
unprpopifing appearance^ — fhall (et fbr- 
9f ^rd^ without fortune, without friends, 
^^vsrithout talents to procure him either 
the one or the other. Neverthelefs, you 
will fee this clouded profpeft brighten 
vp, infenfibly, unaccountably before 
himi every thing prefented in his way 
fhall turn out beyond his expeftations, 
—•in fpite of that chain of unfurmount- 
able difficulties which firfl threatened 
him, — time and chance fhall open him 
a way, a feries of fuccefsful occur- 
rences fhall lead him by the hand to 
the fummit of honour and fortune, and, 
in a word, without giving him the pains 
of thinking, or the credit of projefting 
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iivi^han ptace hltii in a fafe poflcffioii of 
all ttwit 'ambition could wiih for;' 
' The hlftorres of the lives and for- 
tunes' of men are full of inftances of 
titis nature, — where favourable times 
and lucky accidents have done for them, 
what wildom or ikill could not : and 
there is fcarce any one who has lived 
long in the world, who upon looking 
backwards will not difcover fuch a nrtix- 
turc of thefc in the many fuccefsful 
turns which have happened in this lifSc, 
as to leave him very little reafon to dif*i 
pute againft the faft, and, I (hould 
hope, as little upon the codclufions to 
be drawn from it. 

Some, indeed, from a fuperficial view 
of this reprefentation of things, have 

athciftically inferred, that becaule 

there was fo much of lottery in this 
iife , i ^" and mere cafualty feemed to 
have, fuch a ihure in the difpofal of 
our affairs,— —that the prbvidence of 
-GoD'ftood neuter and unconcerned in 
their feveral workings, leaving them to 
^he mercy of time and chance to be 
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IS (b high, yet he hurobleth himfelp to 
behold the things that are done in earti^^ 
railing up the poor out of the duft, and 
lifting the beggar from the dunghill, 
and contrary to ail hopes putting hiath 
with princes, even with the princes of 
his people ; which, by the way^ was the 
cafe of David, who makes the acknow-* 
ledgment ! — And no doubt— one rea-t 
fon, why God has fclefted to his owi> 
difpofal, fo many inftances as this>, 
where events have run counter to all 
probabilities, — was to give teftimony 
to his providence in governing the 
world, and to engage us to a confidera*. 
tion and dependence upon it, for thr 
event anS fuccefs of our undertakings *.' 
For undoubtedly— as I faid, it fliould 
fecm but fuitable to nature's laws, that 
the race Ihould ever be to the fwift,— » 
and the battle to the ftrong; — it is rea- 
fondle that the beft contrivances and 
trttzns fhould have beft fuccefs, — and 
fincc it often falls out otherwifc in the 

• Vide Tiliotson's fcrmon on this fubjedU 
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^but to hinrt, certfliin imd ckttr'fttirt<^V 
afld what -his infinite wifdom fVes WeceF^ 
fery to be brought about for the gb^ 
Vemment and prcfervation of the world,' 
ovtr which Providence perpetually prew 
fides. '1 

When the fons of Jacob had caft tWW 
brother Jofeph into the pit for his de-' 
ftruftion,— one would thinks if ever any 
incident which concerned the life of maw 
dcfcrved to be called chance, it was thi» 
—That the company of the Hhmaelite* 
^ould happen to pafs by^ in that opea 
country, at that very place, at that time 
too, when this barbarity was committed* 
After he was rcfcued by fo favourable » 
comiiigcncy,-*-his life and future for* 
tunc ftill depended upon a fcrics of con-^ 
tin^encies equally improbable i for in* 
ftance, had the bufinefs of the Ilhmacl- 
ites who bought him, carried them from 
Gileadj to any other part of the world 
bolides Egypt, or when they arrived* 
therC) had they ibid their bond-flave to 
any other man but Potiphar, through^ 
oUt the whole empire,-p-or, after that 
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everitsj — yet Providence bent them to 
the moft merciful ends. When the 
whole Drama was opened, then the 
wifdom and contrivance of every part 
of it was difplayed. Then it appeared, 
it was not they (as the patriarch inferred 
in confolation of his brethren), it was 
not they that fold him, but God; — 'twas 
he fcnt him thi^ther before them, — his 
fuperintending power availed itfelf of 
their paflions, — direfted the operations 
of them, held the chain in his hand, 
and turned and wound it to his own 
purpofe, " Ye verily thought evil 

againft me, but God meant it for 

^od,«*ye had the guilt of a bad in- 
tention, — ^his Providence the glory of 
accomplifliing a good one, — by pre- 
ferring you a pofteriiy upon the earthy 
and bringing to pafs as it is this day^ to 
fave much people alive** All hiftory is 
full of fuch teftimonies, which though 
.they may convince thofe who look no 
deeper than the furface of things, that 
time and chance happen to all, — yet to 
thoie who look deeper, they manifeft at 

VOL. VI. M 
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Mjy God grant the pcrfuafion may 
make us as TimioaS) as it has reafon to 
Btke us ')€fffvl ; and that it may bring 
tank in us the fruits of good living, to 
ha prufe aod gk>ry I—- to whom be all 
mig^, m^^cfbr, and dominion^ now and 
fbrcTcnDDrc Amtn^ 
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S E R M O N IX. 

The Oiaraaer of Herod*. 

MATTHEW II« 17, 18. 

*rhcn was fulfilled that which was fpoken by Jeremy the 

prophet, faying, In Rama was ther« a voice heard, 

lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning j Ra- 
phael weeping for her children, and would not be com- 
fortedy becaufe they ai-e not. 

rip HE words which St. Matthew cites 
^ here as fulfilled by the cruelty and 
ambition of Herod, — are in the 31 ft 
chapter of Jerenniah, the 15th verfe. 
In the foregoing chapter, the prophet 
having declared God's intention of turn- 
ing the mourning of his people into joy, 
by the reftoration of the tribes which 
had been led away captive into Babylon j 
he proceeds, in the beginning of this 
chapter, which contains this prophecy, 
to give a more particular defcription of 

• Preached on Innocents Day. 
M3 
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the great joy and feftivity of that pro- 
mifed day, when they were to return 
once more to their own land, to enter 
upon their ancient pofleflipns, and enjoy 
again all the privileges they had loft, 
and amongft others, and what was above 
them all, — the favour and proteftion of 
God, and the continuation of his nner- 
cies to thenm and their pofterity. 

To make therefore the impreflion of 
this change the ftronger upon their minds 
— he gives a very pathetic reprefenta- 
tion of the preceding forrow on that day 
when they were firft led away captive. 

Thus faith the Lord, A voice was 
heard in Rama ; lamentation and bitter 
weeping, Rachael weeping for her chil- 
dren, refufed to be comforted, becaufe 
they were not. 

To enter into the full fenfe and beau- 
ty of this defcription, it is to be re- 
membered that the tomb of Rachael, 
Jacob's beloved wife, as we read in the 
35th of Gcncfis, was fituated near Ra- 
ma, and betwixt that place and Bethle- 
hem. Upon which circumftance the 
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prophet raifes one of the molt affedling 
fcenes, that could be conceived ; for as 
the tribes in their forrowful journey be- 
twixt Rama and Bethlehem in their way 
to Babylon, were fuppofed to pafs by 
this monumental pillar of their anceftor 
Rachael, Jacob's wife, the prophet, by 
a common liberty in rhetoric, introduces 
her as rifing up out of her fepulchre, 
and as the common mother of two of 
their tribes, weeping for her children, 
bewailing the fad cataftrophe of her pof- 
terity led away into a ftrange land — re- 
fufmg to be comforted becaufc they were 
not, — loft and cut off from their coun- 
try, and, in all likelihood, never to be 
reftored back to her again. 

The Jewifli interpreters fay upon 
this, that the patriarch Jacob buried • 
Rachael in this very place, forefeeing by 
the fpirit of prophecy, that his poftcrity 
fliould that way be led captive, that fhc 
might, as they paflfcd, here intercede for 
them, — 

But this fanciful fuperftrufture upon 
the paflage, feems to be little clfc than a 
M 4 
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mere dream of fome of the Jewilh doc- 
tors ; and indeed had they not dreamt 
it when they did, 'tis great odds, but 
fomc of the Romifh dreamers would 
have hit upon it before now. For as it 
favours the doftrine of interceflions-i-if 
there had not been undeniable vouchers 
for the real inventors of the conceit, one 
Ihould much fooner have fought for it 
among the oral traditions of this church, 
than in the Talmud, where it is. — 

But this by the bye. There is ftill an- 
other interpretation of the words here 
cited by Sc. Matthew, which altogether 
excludes this fcenical reprefcn cation I 

have given of them. By which 'tis 

thought that the lamentation of Rachael 
here defcribed, has no immediate refe- 
rence to Rachael, Jacob's wife, but that 
it fimply alludes to the forrows of her 
defcendants, the diftrefled mothers of 
the tribes of Benjamin and Ephraim, 
who might accompany their children led 
into captivity as far as Rama, in their 
way to Babylon, who wept and wailed 
vpon this fad occafion, and as th^ prophet 
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dcfcribes them in the perfon of Rachael, 
refufing to be comforted for the lofs of 
her children, looking upon their depart- 
ure without hope or profpeft of ever be- 
holding a return. 

Whichever of the two fenfes you give 
the words of the prophet, the applica- 
tion of them by the evangelift is equally 
juft and faithful. For as the former 
fcene he relates, was tranfafted upon the 
very fame ftage, — in the fame diftrift 

of Bethlehem near Rama where fo 

many mothers of the fame tribe now fuf- 
fered this fecond moft afFefting blow — 
the words of Jeremiah, as the evangelift 
obfcrves, were literally accomplifhed, 
and no doubt, in that horrid day, a 
voice was heard again in Rama, lament- 
ation and bitter weeping — Rachacl 
weeping for her children, and refufing 
to be comforted; — every Bethlemitifh 
mother involved in this calamity, be- 
holding it with hopelefs forrow — gave 
vent to it — each one bewailing her chil- 
dren, and lamenting the hardnefs of their 
* lot, with the anguifh gf an heart as in- 
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of ctxifijiat)oa» as they were of 
ftriids^ Moofter U- could no confidera- 
IM of aKT cius tender lbrrow> ftay thy 
iMMisr— 4rottki no reficdion upon fo 
crach bitter lamentation^ throughout the 
omAs of BccUehefn> interpofe and plead 
in bciolf of lb many wretched obje6ts» 

ns dbw tragedy would make? Was 

ijbtR no way open to ambition but that 
dioa cmul trample upon the aife&ions 
of nature ? Could no pity for the inno<- 
cence of cktklhood — no fympathy for 
tfiie yttrmngs of parental love> incline 
th<!e to Ibme other meafures, for thy 
teciTrtcr — but thou muft thus pitilefsly 
ruiN in — take the vidim by violence — 
tedir ic ta^m the embraces of the mother 
— otfer it up before her eyes — leave her 

ditcwxtoiate tor ever broken-hearted 

wi:h a lofs— to atieCting in itfelf— fo 
cirvumltancevl with horrx)r, that no time, 
hv>w tricnvlly loevcr to the mournful — 
(hoolvl ever Ik able to wear out the im- 

thojv is uocI\ini: in which the mind 
of in.iM iii luoir divided than in ac- 
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counts of this horrid nature— -For 
when we confidcr man as fafliioned by 
his Maker — innocent and upright- 
full of the tendereft difpofitions — with 
a heart inclining him to kindnefs, and 
the love and proteftion of his fpecies— 
this idea of him would almoft fhakc the 
credit of fuch accounts j — fo that to 
clear them— we are forced to take a 

fecond view of man very different 

from this favourable one, in which we 
infenfibly reprcfent him to our imagina- 
tions i— that is— we arc obliged to confider 
him — not as he was made — but as he is 
— a creature by the violence and irregu- 
larity of his pafTions capable of being 
perverted from all thefe friendly and be- 
nevolent propenfities, and fometimes 
hurried into cxcefles fo opportte to them^ 
as to render the mod unnatural and hor- 
rid accounts of what he does but too pro- 
bable. — Thov, truth of this obfervation 
will be exemplified in the cafe before us. 
For next to the faith and charafter of the 

hiftorian who reports fuch fa6ts, the 

particular character of the perfon who 
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committed them is to be confidered as a 
voucher for their truth and credibility ; 
— and if, upon enquiry, it appears, that 
the man afted but confident with him* 
felf, — and juft fo as you would have ex- 
pe<5ted from his principles, — the credit 

of the hiftorian is rUftorcd, and the 

faft related ftands incontcftable, from fo 
ftrong and concurring an evidence on its, 
fide.— 

With this view, it may not be an un- 
acceptable application of the remaining 
part of a difcourfe upon this day, to 
give you a (ketch of the charafter of 
Herod, not as drawn from fcripture, — 
for in general it furnifties us with few 
materials for fuch defcriptions j — the 
facred fcripture cuts off in few words 
the hiftory of the ungodly, how great 
foever they were in the eyes of the 
world, -—and on the other hand dwells 
largely upon the fmalleft aftions of the 

righteous. We find all the circum- 

fiances of the lives of Abraham, Ifaac, 
Jacob, and Jofeph, recorded in the mi-^ 
nutcft manner. — The wicked feem only 



SERMON iX. iji 

mentioned with regret ; juft' brought up- 
on the ftage, on purpofe to be con- 
demned. The ufe and advantage of 
which conduft — is, I fuppofe, the rcafon 
— as in general it enlarges on no cha- 
raftcr, but what is worthy of imitation* 
'TiSx however undeniable, that the lives 
of bad men are not without ufe, — and 
whenever fuch a one is drawn, not with 
a comipt view to be admired, — but on 
purpofe to be detefted — it muft excite 
fuch an horror againft vice, as will 
ftrike indireftly the fame good impref- 
fion. And though it is painful to the 
laft degree to paint a man in the Ihades 
which his vices have caft upon him, 
— ytt when it ferves this end, and at 
the fame time illuftrates a point in fa- 
crcd hiiftory — it carries its own excufc 
with it. 

This Herod, therefore, of whom the 
evangelift fpeaks, if you take a fuper- 
ficial'viewof his life, you would fay was 
'a compound of good and evil, — that 
though he was certainly a bad man,— 
yet you would think the mafs was tenFH 
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committed them is to be confidered as a 
voucher for their truth and credibility ; 
— and if, upon enquiry, it appears, that 
the man afted but confident with him* 
felf, — and juft fo as you would have ex- 
pe6ted from his principles, — the credit 

of the hiftorian is rUftored, and the 

faft related (lands inconteftable, from fo 
iirong and concurring an evidence on its. 
fide.— 

With this view, it may not be an un- 
acceptable application of the remaining 
part of a difcourfe upon this day, to 
give you a (ketch of the charafter of 
Herod, not as drawn from fcripture,— - 
for in general it furni(hes us with few 
materials for fuch defcriptions j — the 
facred fcripture cuts off in few words 
the hiftory of the ungodly, how great 
foever they were in the eyes of the. 
world,— and on the other hand dwells 
largely upon the fmalleft aftions of the 

righteous. We find all the circupir.. 

(lances of the lives of Abraham, Iiaac» 
Jacob, and Jofeph, recorded in the m^r^, 
nutcft manner. — The wicked feempnlj; 
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koning, — which, though it may fcrvc in 
many ordinary cafes of private life, yet 
will not hold good in the more notori- 
ous inftances of men's lives, efpecially 
when fo complicated with good and bad, 
as to exceed all common bounds and 
proportions^ Not to be deceived in 
fuch cafes, we muft work by a different 
rule, which, though it may appear Ids 
candid,*— -yet, to make amends, I am 
perfuaded will bring m in general much 

nearer to the thing we want, which 

is truth. The way to which is— in all 
judgments of this kind, to diftinguffli^ 
and carry in your eye, the principal and 
ruling paflion which leads the chara6ber 
—and fcparate that from the other parts 
of it,— —and then take notice, how far 
hU other qualities, good and bad, arc 
brought to ferve and fupport that. For 
want of this diftinftion, we often think 
ourfeltes inconfiftent creatures, whenwc 
are die fartheft from it> and aU the vari« 
cty of Ihapes and contradictory appear- 
ances we put on are in truth t)ut fo ma-- 
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tti en yu to gratify the fam« 

Vki tiia cicir, kt us nideavour to 
md t^ cfsxraScr of Ifeod as here 

Tic •ri th:rrg which ftrikes cme in 
^ s jcrbcdec:^ as irsxnodente thirft, as 
weft i& ;eiItoc^» ot power 5 — howincon^ 
ttcK ^ ^ fg r 121 ocher pirts^ his charac* 
icr If ocirs iamrubic in this, and every 
*Xfia C!C 5^ lijfe wgs true to it. — ^From 
iieiKe we srtar Teaccre to comJode. that 
t&b wa:^ jtf n:I:cg pa£ion» — and that 
taod^ i: ace all r:e ocher wheds, were 
pec '^ rrxNnoc bv this nni ip^^* Now 
kt v:> cvrc^c^rr how fir tiis was the cafe 
ia r^z. 

To b«:l:i win the wortl part oi him^ 
— Jt :ik: he wx^ a mja of no fenfc of re- 
ligk»r> or it I«± no other fenfc of it, 
but thjic which tcrvevi his turn — for he is 
recordcvi to have bcii: temples in Juda^ 
and ert>ftevi inrtages in them for idolatrous 
worihip — not from a perfuilion of doing 
right, for he was bred a Jew, and con* 
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&qucntly taught to abhor all idolatrys-^ 
but he was in truth facriBcing all this 
time to a greater idol of his own, hia 
r-uling paflion 1 for, if we may trull Jo« 
fcphus, his fole view in fo grofs a com- 
pliance was to ingratiate himfelf with 
Auguftus, and thh great men of Rome^ 
from whom he held his power. — With 
this he was greedy and rapacious— how 
could he be otherwife, with fo devouring 
an appetite as ambition to provide for ? 
—He was jealous in his nature, and fuf- 

piciousof all the world Shew me an 

ambitiousrman that is not fo ; for as fuch 
a man's hand, like lihmacrs, is againft 
every man, he concludes that every 
man's hand in courfe is againft his. 

Few men were ever guilty of more 
aftonilhing afts of cruelty — and yet the 
particular inftances of them in Herod 
were fuch as he was hurried into by the 
alarms this waking paOion perpetually 
gave him. He put the whole Sanhedrim 
to the fword — fparing neither age, or 

wifdom, or merit one cannot fup- 

pofe, fimply from an inclination to cru- 

VOL* .VI. N 
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ny different attempts to gratify the Am€ 
governing appetite. 

With this clew, let us endeavour to 
unravel this charafter of Herod as here 
given. 

• The firft thing which flrifces one in 
it> is ambition, an immoderate thirft^ as 
well as jealoufy, of power j — how incon- 
fiftent foever in other parts, his charac- 
ter appears invariable in this, and every 
adion of his life was true to it. — From 
hence we may venture to conclude^ that 
this was bis ruling paflion,— and that 
mod, if not all the other wheels, were 
put in motion by this firft fpring. Now 
let us confider how far this was the cafe 
in faft. 

To begin with the worft part of him^ 
— ^I faid he was a man of no fenfe of re- 
ligion, or at leaft no other fenfe of it^ 
but that which ferved his turn — for he is 
recorded to have built temples in Judseaj 
and ercfted images in them for idolatrous 
worfhip — not from a perfuafion of doing 
right, for he was bred a Jew, and con- 
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At firft fight it feems a myftery — how 
a man To bl^k as Herod has been thus 
far defcribed — (hould be able to fupporc 
himfclf in the favour and Triendftiip of 
fo wife and penetrating a body of men as 
the Roman Ibnate* of whom he held his 
power. To counterbalance the weight 
of fo b|d and detefled a character — and 
be able to bear it up as Herod did, one 
would think he muft have been mafter of 
fome great fecret worth enquiring after 
— he was fo. But tjjat fecret was no 
other than what appears on this reverfe 
of his charafler. — He was a perfon of 
great ,addrcfs — popular in his outward 
behaviour. — He was generous, prince- 
likfi in his entertainments and expences. 
t|te world was then as corrupt^ at leaft, 
as now — and Herod \inderftood it- 
knew at what price it was to be bought 
—and what qualities would bid the high- 
cfl: for its good word and approbation. 

And, in truth, he judged this matter 
fo w«li — that notwithftanding the gene- 
ral odium and prepoflcflion which arofc 
againft fo hateful a charafter — in fpitc 
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And in truth, if wc would not wflUngly 
be deceived in«the value of any virtue or 
fct of virtues in fo complex a chara6lcr 
— we muft call them to this very ac- 
count J examine whom they fervc, what 
paflion and what orinciple they have for 
their matter. When tKis is underftood, 
the whole clew is unravelled at once, and 
the charafter of Herod, as complicated 

as it is given us in hiftory when thus 

analyfed, is fummed up in three words 

^bai be was a man of unbounded am* 
bitioH^ wbp ftuck at nothing to gratify it^ 

fo that not only his vices were rrH- 
n\fterial to his ruling paflTion, but his 
virtues too (if they deferve the name) 
wcte drawn in, and lifted into the fame 
filvice. 

Thus much for the charafter of Ile^ 
rod — the critical review of which has 
many obvious ufes, to which I may truft 
you, having time but to mention that 
particular one which firft led me into this 
examination, namely, that all objedtions 
againft the evangelift's account of this 
day's flaughtcr of the Bethlchcmitifh in- 
N 3 
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and anguiih* As aftonifhing as the ac« 
count before us is^ it vanifhes into no^ 
thing from fuch views, fince it is plain 
frona all hiftory, that there is no wickcd- 
ncfs tpo great for fo unbounded a caufe, 
and that the moft horrid accounts in hif- 
tory are, as I faid above, but too proba^ 
blc efFcds of it. — 

May God of his mercy defend m^aa- 
kind from future experiments of this kind 
—-and grant we may make a proper ufp 
of them, for the fake of Jefus Chrift., 
Amen, 
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SERMON X. 

Job's Account of the Shortnefs and 
Troubles of Life, confidered. 



JOB XIV, I, 2. 

Man that is bom of a woman, is of few days, and ful) 
of trouble;— He cometh forth like a flower, and it 
cut down 'f he fleeth alfo as a Ihadow, and continueth 
not. 

^T^HERE is fomething m this rc- 
•*■ flcftion of holy Job's, upon the 
Ihortncfs of life, and inftability of hu- 
man affairs, fo beautiful and truly fub- 
|ime; that one might challenge the 
writings of the moft celebrated orators 
of antiquity, to produce a fpecimen of 
eloquence, fo noble and thoroughly af- 
fefting. Whether this effeft be owing 
in Ibme meafure to the pathetic nature 
of the fubjeft refledled on; or to the 
caftern manner of expreffion, in a ftylc 
(pore exalted and fuitable to fo great a 
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r:r; or ^-srndi is the more likdy ac- 
caiiar\ bccmic rhcy arc properly the 
vonis cr thiT^ BcirLj, wbo firft infpircd ^ 
xrrjn -^io l:izg-«a^» and taught his 
■MHia 3> '.incr, wco opcxted die lips of 
cbc ctturCi^ la&i -made thic tocguc of the 
iccmc ;;iccuc'::. — co which of thcfe we 
are 3: r^f^r rie b^xicr md fublknity of 
tms^ ^ wt^ii is rut of numbcriefs other 
pkB^tr^ in ioiT wri:, 3r:ay not fcetn now 
auaen.i*.> c«ic u£i^I« wk&oot thek helps^ 
oc^icr -::^^. wus bxfr^^r qtiaiificd to make 
nut iJtc :^^^le r;:icct:oiis upon the Ihort- 
ncr^ ^*f * :.^- xic :r::ixbiEry of human af- 
ra.r^ r^^: j,> v. 15^ who had himfelf 
w,2v.ci ri'-.'i:^:^ r^ci 1 lea of troubles, 
inc ui ::> r^.x^ h^ encountered 
trxiTv Y'Cif^r.c^ of iorms and fun- 
i .-:e. i::c irv rjrr.s had felt both the 
e\:r^.".x^- cc ^: the har^ineis, and all 
tV wxZvhcv:-:^'^^ :hit mortal man is 
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large and unbotindcd poffeffiorts, and 
no doubt enjoyed all the comforts and 
advantages of life, which they could 
adminiftcr.— Perhaps you will fay, a 

'wife man might not be inclined to give 
a full iloofe to this kind of happincfs^ 
without fome better fecurity for the 
fupport of it, than the mere pofleffion 
of fuch goods of fortune, which often 
flip from under us, and fometimes un-*- 
accountably make themfelves wings 
and fly away. — But he had that fecu- 
rity too, — for the hand of Providence 
which had thus far proteded, was ftill 
leading him forwards, and feemed en-* 
gaged in the prefervation and continu-* 
anceof thcfe bleflings; — God had fet a 
hedge about him, and about all that he 
had on every fide; he had bleflfed all 
the works of his hands, and his fub- 
ftance increafed every day. Indeed, 
even with this fecurity, riches to him 
that hath neither child or brother ^ as the 
wife man obferves, inftead of a comfort 
prove fometimes a fore travel and vex- 
ation, — The mind of man is not always 
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£KsSrd w:i!i thr rrxfoniWc affurance 
of its own TOWTTTOts, biit Will look 
fcmris, is if it dlfcorcrs fomc imagi- 
»irr Yr>J, or wxnt of fomc beloved ob- 
itct to SI his pi ice after h:m, will often 
difc'J^ itfelf in vain, and fay-*-" For 
' •• ^ hccn do I labour, and bereave my- 
« ieh^^nrftr 

Thb bar to his happinefi God bad 
Ki^ewife taken away, in blefling him 
with a crmefOOT oflfepring of fons and 
davghrers, the apparent inheritors of 
dO his preient happinefs. — Pleafing rc- 
fiec::on ! to think the bleffings God 
has inviulgxJ one's felf in, Ihall be 
handed and continued down to a man's 
own iced; how little does this differ 
from a fe>x>nd enjoyment of thenp, to 
an a!?Vctionate parent, who naturally 
looks Ktfward >^ith as ftrong an intcreft 
lipon h*< chilLiren, as if he was to live 
over a^:^!:! in his own pofterity ! 

\Vh^: c".^u!d be wanting to finirti fuch 

a i^:cV.^rc or* a ''^-^pp^' man? Surely 

uoiSv^i^:^ txcrp: a virriious dirpofition 
\y> ^:\c Ji rciiih :o thefc bicflings, and 



direft him to make a proper ufc of 
them. — He had that, too, for he was* 
pcrfcdt and upright man, one that fear- 
ed Goo and efchewed evil. 
* In the midft of all this profperity, 
which yas as great as could well fall to 
the fliare of one man; — whilft all the 
world looked gay, and fmiled upon him, 
and every thing round him feemed to 
promife, if poffible, an increafe of hap- 
^pinefs, in one inftant all is changed into 
forrow and utter defpair. 

It pieafed God for wife purpofes to 
blaft the fortunes of his houfe, and cut 
ofFthe hopes of his pofterity, and in on6 
mournful day, to bring this great prince 
from his palace down to the dunghill. 
His flocks and herds, in which confifted 
the aoundance of his wealth, were part 
Gonfumed by a fire from heaven, the 
remainder taken away by the fword of 
the enemy: his fons and daughters, 
whom 'tis natural to imagine fo good a 
man iiad fo brought up in a fenfe of 
their duty, as to give him all reafonable 
hopes of much joy and pleafure in theit 



future lives — natural profpcft for a pa- 
rent to look forwards at, to rccompenfe 
him for the many cares and anxieties* 
which their infancy had coft him ! thefc 
dear pledges of his future happinefs 
Were all, all fnatched from hin^ at one 
blow, juft at the time that one might 
imagine they were beginning to be the 
comfort and delight of his old age, 
which moft wanted fuch ftaves to lean 
on; — and as circumftances add to an 

evil, fo they did to this -, ^for it feJUi 

out, not only by a very calamitpus acci- 
dent, which was grievous enough in it- 
felf, but likewife upon the back of his 
other misfortunes, when he was ill pre- 
pared to bear fuch a fhock ; and what 
would ftill add to it, it happened at an 
hour when he had leaft reafon fo ex- 
pe6l it, when he would naturally think 
his children fecure and out of the way 
of danger^ ^* For whilft they were feaft- 
" ing and making merry in their eldefl: 
" brother's houfe, a great wind out of 
'^ the wildernefs fmote the four corners 
•* of the houfe, and it fell upon them*" 
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Such k concurrence . of mbfortiincs 
is not the common lot off many : and 
yet there are inftances of fome who have 
undergone as fevcrc trials, and brayely 
ftrugglcd under them ; perhaps by na- 
tural fojjce of fpirits, the advantages of 
healthy and the cordial affiftance of a 
friend. And with thefe helps, what 
may not a man fuftain ? — But this was 
not Job's cafe; for fcarce had thefe 
evils fallen upon him, when he was 
not only borne down with a grievous 
diftemper^ which afflifted him from the 
crown of his head to the fole of hi» 
foot, but likewife his three friends, in 
wbofe kind confolations he might have 

found a medicine, even the wife of 

his bofom, whofe duty it was with a 
gentle*hand to have foftened all his for- 
rows, inftead of doing this, they cruelly 
infulted and became the reproachers of 
his integrity. O God! what is man 
when thou thus bruifeft him, and 
makeft his burden heavier as his 
ftrcngth grows lefs? — Who, that had 
found himfelf thus an example of the 
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tnd c6ntdin roro diftinft decUfatfons 

eofitcmihg his ft^te ahd condition in 

feich td*peft. 
Fifft, That he is a creature of few 

days} and ftcondly. That thofe days 

tre full of trouble. 

I (hall make fome rcfleftions upon 

tach of thefe in their order, and conclude 
with a praftical leflbri from the whole. 

Arid firft, that he is of few days. The 
comparifon which Job makes u{c of. 
That man cometh forth like a flower, is 
Cktrertidy beautiful, and more to the 
jnirpofe than the inoft (elaborate proof, 
which in truth the fubjefk will not ea- 
fily admit ofj— ^the fhortnefs of life be- 
ing i point fo generally complained of 
ih all ages fince the flood, and fo univer- 
fally felt and acknowledged by the 
whole fpecies, as to require no evidence 
beyond a fimilitude ; the intent of which 
is ftot fo much to prove the fail, as to 
illtrftrate and place it in fuch a light as 
to ftrike us, and bring the imprefllon 
home to ourfelves in a more afl^efting 
manner. 

VOL, ▼!• o 
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Man comes forth, fays Job, like a 

flower, and is cut down; he is fcnt 

into the world the faireft and nobleft 
^part of God's works, — fafhioned after 
the image of his Creator with refpedt to 
reafon and the great faculties of the 
mind i he cometh forth glorious as the 
flower of the field ; as it furpaflTcs the 
vegetable world in beauty, fo does he 
the animal world in the glory and ex- 
cellencies of his nature. 

The one — if no untimely accident; qp- 
prefs it, foon arrives at the full pcripdof 
its perfeftion, — is fufFered to triumph 
for a few moments, and is plucked up 
by the roots in the very pride and gayeft 
flage of its being : — or if it happens to 
efcape the hands of violence, in a few 
days it neceffarily fickens of itfelf and 
dies away. 

Man likewife, though his progrefs is 
flower, and his duration fomething 
"longer, yet the periods of his growth and 
declenfion are nearly the fame both in 
•the nature and manner of them. 
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If he cfcapes the dangers which 
threaten his tenderer years, he is foon 
got into the full maturity and ftrength 
of life; and if he is fo fortunate as not 
to be hurried out of it then by acci- 
dents, by his own folly and intempe- 
rance—if he efcapes thcfe, he naturally 
decays of himfclfi — a period comes 
faft upon him, beyond which he was 

not made to laft. Like a flower or 

fruit which may be plucked up by force 
before the time of their maturity, yet 
cannot be made to outgrow the period 
when they are to fade and drop of them- 
felvesi when that comes, the hand of 
nature then plucks them both off, and 
no art of the botanift can uphold the 
one, or (kill of the phyfician prcfcrvc 
the other, beyond the periods to which 
their original frames and conftitutions 
1^'crc made to extend. As God has ap- 
pointed and determined the feveral 
growths and decays of the vegetable 
race, fo he fecms as evidently to have 
prefcribed the fame laws to man, as well 
as all living creatures, in the tirfl rudir 
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mcnts of which there arc contained the 
fpccific powers of their growth, dura- 
tion and cxtinftion; and when the evo- 
lutions of thofe animd powers are ex- 
haufted and run down, the creature ex- 
pires and dies of itfelf, as ripe fruit folls^ 
from the tree, or a flower preferved be* 
yond its bloom drops and perifties upoti 
the ftalk. 

Thu^ much for this cinnpapifon of 
Job's, which though it is very poetical, 
yet conveys a juft idea of the thing re- 
ferred to. ** That he fleeth alfo as a 

Ihadow, and continueth not," — is no lefa 
a faithful and fine reprefentation of the 
Ihortncfs and vanity of human life, of 
which one cannot give a better expla- 
nation, than by referring to the original, 
from whence the picture was taken. — 
With how quick a fucceflion, do days,, 
months and years pafs over our heads? 
. — how truly like a ftiadow that de- 
parteth do they flee away infenfibly, 
and fcarce leave an impreflTion with us i 
when we endeavour to call them 
back by refledtion, and confider iti what 
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mmner they have gone, how unable 
arc the beft of us to give a tolerable 
account? — and were it notforfomeof 
the more remarkable ftages which have 
diilinguinied a few periods of this rapid 
progrefs — we Ihould look back upon 
it aU as Nebuchadnezzar did upon his 
dream when he awoke in the morning;, 
he was fcnfible many things had 
pafledf and troubled him too, but had 
pafled on fo quickly, they had left no 
footftcps behind, by which he could 
be enabled to trace them back,—* 
Melancholy account of the life of man ! 
vhich generally runs on in fuch a man- 
ner, as fcarce to allow time to make re- 
flexions which way it has gone. 

:How many of our firft years fiide by 
in ttic innocent fports of childhood, in 
w^K we are not able to make reflec- 
tioM upon them I — how many more 
tlioughtlefs years efcape us in our 
]f(|(}Uth, when we are unwilling to do it, 
Md ate fo eager in the purfuit of plea- 
futCf as to have no time to ipare, to Hop 
Andxonfider them! 

<^ 3 
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parts of God's works, and even the 
works of his own hands, which outlafl: 
him many generations; — whilll his — 
as Homer obferves, like leaves, one ge- 
neration drops, and another fprings up, 
to fall again and be forgotten. 

But when we farther confider his days 
in the light in which we ought chiefly 
to view them, as they appear in thy 
fight, O God! with whom a thoufand 
years are but as yefterday j when we re- 
flc6k that this hand-breadth of life is all 
that h meafured out to man from that 
eternity for which he is created, how 
docs his (hort fpan vanifli to nothing in 
the comparifon ! 'Tis true, the greateft 
portion of time will do the fame when 
compared with what is to come ; and 
therefore fo fhort and tranficory a one, 
as threefcore years and ten, beyond 
which all is declared to be labour and 
forr6w, may the eafier be allowed : and 
yet how uncertain are we of that por- 
tion, (hort as it is ! Do not ten thou- 
fand accidents break off the flender 
thread of human life, long before it can 
o 4 
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tlon, *< Tka$ man is rffiw di^s.^ Let 
m cxuminc the truth of the other, and 
fee, whether he is not likewife fuU $f 
tf$ubU. 

And here we muft not take our ac- 
count from the flattering outOde of 
things> which are generally fet off with 
a gUctering appearance enough, efpe- 
cially in what is called higher life. — 
Nor can we fafely truft the evidence of 
fonie of the more merry and tliought- 
lefs amongfl: us, who are fo fet upon the 
enjoyment of life as feldom to rcflcft 
upon the troubles of it; --or who, per- 
haps, becaufc they are not yet come to 
this portion of their inheritance, imagine 
it is not their common lot. — Nor laftly,^ 
are we to form an idea of it, from 
tho delufive ftories of a few of the moft 
profperous paflTengers, who have fortu- 
nately failed through arid efcaped the 
rougher toils and diftrefTes. But we 
are to take our account from a clofe fur- 
vcy of human life, and the real face of 
things, ftript of every thing that can 
palliate or gild.it over. We muft hear 
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have been made to drink of it;— which 
if it can poifon all earthly happincfs 
when exercifcd barely upon our bodies, 
what muft it be, when it comprehends 
both the flavcry of body and mind ?— - 
To conceive this, look into the hiftory 
of the Romifh church and her tyrants 
(or rather executioners), who feem to 
have taken pleafure in the pangs and 
convulfions of their fellow-creatures. — 
Examine the inquifition, hear the me* 
lancholy notes founded in every cell.— 
Confider the anguifli of mock trials, and 
the exquifite tortures confequent there- 
upon, mercilefsly inflicted upon the un- 
fortunate, where the racked and weary 
foul has fo often wilhed to take its leave, 
— but cruelly not fuffered to depart. — 
Confider how many of thefe helplefs 
wretches have been haled from thence 
in all periods of this tyrannic ufurpa- 
tion, to undergo the maffacres and 
Barnes to which a falfe and a bloody re- 
ligion has condemned them. 

If this fad hiftory and detail of the 
more public caufes of the miferies of 
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exempt from others ? Do not all ranks 
and conditions of men meet with fad 
accidents and numberlcfs calamities in 
other rcfpefts, which often make them 
go heavily all their lives long ? 

How many fall into chronical infirmi- 
ties, which render both their days and 
nights reftlefs and infupportablc ?— — 
How many of the highcft rank are tore 
up with ambition, or foured with difap- 
pointments j and how many more, from a 
thoufand fecret caufes of difquiet, pine 
away in filence, and owe their deaths to 
forrow and dejeftion of heart ?— — If 
we caft our eyes upon the lowed clafs 
and condition of life, — the fcene is more 
melancholy ftill. — Millions of our fel- 
low-creatures, born to no inheritance 
but poverty and trouble, forced by the 
neceflity of their lots to drudgery and 
painful employments, and hard fet with 
that too, to get enough to keep them- 

felves and families alive. So that 

upon the whole, when wc have exami- 
ned the true (late and condition of 
human life^ and have made fome allow- 
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and clothe him with humility, which is 
a drefs that beft becomes a Ihort-lived 
and a wretched creature ? — Docs not 
the confideration of the fhortnefs of our 
life convince us of the wifdom of dcdi-» 
eating fo fmall a portion to the great 
purpofes of eternity ? 

Laftly, When we reflcft that this 
fpan of life, fhort as it is, is chequered 
with fo many troubles, that there is no- 
thing in this world fprings up, or can 
be enjoyed without a mixture of forrow, 
how infenfibly does it incline us to tura 
our eyes and affeftions from fo gloomy 
a profpeft, and fix them upon that hapr 
pier country, where afflivflions cannot 
follow us, and where God wUl wipe 
away all tears from off our faces for ever 
and ever 1 Amen. 
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SERMON XL 

Evil - Speaking. 

JAMES I. 26. 

If any man among you feem to be religious, and bri- 
dlcth not his tongue, but dcceiveth his own heart, 
that man's religion is vain. 

^^F the many duties owing both to 
^^ God and our neighbour, there are 
fcarce any men Co bad, as not to acquit 
themfelves of fome, and few fo good, I 
fear, as to praclife all. 

Every man feems willing enough to 
compound the matter, and adopt fo 
much of the fyftem, as will lead inter- 
fere with his principal and ruli;ig paf- 
fion, and for thqfe parts which would 
occafion a more troublefome oppofition, 
to confider them as hard fayings, and fp 
leave them for thofc to praftife, whofe 
natural tempers are better fuited to the 
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Would ccafe to be cither a matter of 
Wonder or of juft reproach^ Age, ex- 
perience, and much reflcdion, may na- 
turally enough be fuppofed to alter a 
man's fcnfe of things, and fo entirely to 
transform him, that, not only in out- 
ward appearances, but in the very caft 
and turn of his mind, he may be as un* 
like and different from the man he was 
twenty or thirty years ago, as he ever 
was from any thing of his own fpecies. 
This, I fay, is naturally to be accounted 
for, and in feme cafes might be praife- 
worthy too i but the obfervation is to 
be made of men in the fame period of 
their lives, that, in the fame day, fomc- 
times in the very fame aftion, they are 
uuerly inconfiflent and irrecpncileablc 

with themfelves. Look at a man in 

one light, and he (hall feem wife, pene* 
trating> difcrect, and brave : behold him 
in another point of view, and you fee a 
creature all over folly and indifcretion, 
weak and timorous, as cowardice and 
indifcretion can make him. A man 
fljaU appear gentle, courteous, and bc- 
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pertjr the man has, he will do him irre- 
parable damage, and rob him there with- 
out meafure or pity. — 

And this feems to be that particular 
piece of inconfiftency and contradidlion 
which the text is levelled at, in which 
the words feem fo pointed, as if St. 
James had known more flagrant in- 
fiances of this kind of delufion, than 
what had fallen under the obfcrvation of 
any of the reft of the apoftles ; he being 
more remarkably vehement and copious 
upon that fubje6l than any other. 

Doubtlefs fome of his converts had 
been notorioufly wicked and licentious 
in this remorfclefs pra6ticc of defluna- 
tion and evil-fpeaking. Perhaps the 
holy man, though fpodefs as an angel 
(for no charafter is too facred for ca- 
lumny to blacken), had grievoufly fuf- 
fered himfelf, and, as his blcffed mafter 
foretold him, had been cruelly reviled, 
and evil fpoken of. 

All his labours in the gofpcl, his un- 
afFefted and perpetual folicitude for the 
prcfervation of his flock, his watchings 
P 3 
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and fadings, his poverty, his natural 
fimplicity and innocence of life, ^j/ZpcK 
haps were not enough to defend him 
from this unruly weapon, fo full of 
deadly poifon. And what in all likeli- 
hood might move Tiis forrow and indig- 
nation more, fome who feemed the moft 
devout and zealous of all his converts, 
were the moft mercilefs and uncharita- 
ble in that refpeft : Having a form of 
godlinefs, full of bitter envyings and 
ftrife. 

With fuch it is that he cxpoftulates fo 
largely in the third chapter of his epif- 
tie: and there is fomething in his viva- 
city tempered with fuch afFedion and 
concern, as well fuited the charadler of 
an infpired man. My brethren, fays 
the apoftle, thefe things ought not to 
be. — The wifdom that is from above is 
pure, peaceable, gentle, full of mercy, 
without partiality, without hypocrify. 
The wifdom from above, — that hea- 
venly religion which I have preached to 
you, is pure, alike and confiftent with 
itfelf in all its parts i like its great Au*- 
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jthor, 'tis univerfally kind and benevolent 
ifi all cafes and circumftanccs. Its firft 
glad tidings, were peace upon earth, 
good-will towards men ; its chief cor- 
ner-ftone, its moft diftinguilhing cha- 
rafter is love, that kind principle which 
brought it down, in the pure cxercife 
of which confifts the chief enjoyment of 
heaven from whence it came. But this 
. pradlice, my brethren, comcth not from 
. above, but it is earthly, fenfual, devilifh, 
full of confufion and every evil work» 
Refledl then a moment ; can a fountain 
fend forth, at the fame place, fweet water 
and bitter ? Can the fig-tree, my bre- 
thren, bear olive-berries j either a vine, 
figs ? Lay your hands upon your hearts, 
and let your confciences fpeak. — Ought 
not the fame juft principle, which re- 
ftrains you frpm cruelty and wrong in 
one cafe, equally to withhold you from 
it in another ? — Should not charity and 
good-will, like the principle of life, cir- 
culating through the fmalleft vcfTcls in 
every member, ought it not to operate 
a$ regularly upon you, throughout, as 

P 4 
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wcil up«a JtQur wari& oi urcn your ac- 

It X aiou is wii'e ami endued with 
'uMvwicuge^ Ice aim iliew l::^ out of a 
^iHxi ^'juwcnidoir^ wicii irerkccli of 
wiiuoiiu 3uc — ' — if lay iiiozi ioiongft 

you icctntita ::q !3c rcugucus i^cmcth 

tq ac> for truly ccug::^^^ be cannoc 

be, — -iTiU i:Mr!ulct:ii aot: bis coog^ie^ but 
vkt:cive«"ji iiis own hcirr:^ ii:s 0:0:1*5 reli- 

gk)a !:>• vii:a. T!i:s ::i die fcli tbrce 

of $c. jLiiiiv:^ 5 rcdibti^nj:, ucoa which I 
have viwcit ::ic .liorc, it c^iirg rfte Foun* 
dadufi» u^jon whiC'i i:? zrecLcc^ this 
Clear acciiion ji :iic -:M::-r kft: cs in 
the :t:X':. In w:i:cii riie icxriuLc Iceo^s to 
have ice ::ic :wo ciiur-ic^tit:*^ .:£* a tirni: ;ir.d 
a llandcrer ac I'uch /-js\zz^'iy tlzxz one 
would have dioug-ic :>-ey cculc r;:ver 
have had a hean eo !:.:ve met tc-^rrier 
again. 3l;c t-iere are r.o alliince-? rco 

ftrange for :h:i world. rL.:w n:^ry 

may v/e ccieive tv-rr' cay. c^vez o:* rhe 
2;^nc:er fc:x, as well as oer cwrr, who, 
'rViihoL:!: C'jr.v.fcion c: L.c:r'Z: much 
wTon:::, in chc rrAdJ: of a full career of 
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calumny arid defamation, rife up punc-. 
tual at the ftated hour of prayer, leave 
the cruel ftory half untold till they re- 
turn^— *go, — and kneel down before the 
throne of heaven, thank God that he 
had not made thenri like others, and that 
his Holy Spirit had enabled. them to per- 
form the duties of the day, in fo chriftian 
and confcientious a manner ? 

This delufive itch for flander, too 
common in all ranks of people, whether 
to gratify a little ungenerous refent- 
ment ; — whether oftener out of a prin- 
ciple of levelling, from a narrownefs 
and poverty of foul, ever impatient of 
merit and fuperiority in others ^ whe- 
ther a mean ambition or the infatiatc 
luft of being witty (a talent in which ilK 
nature and malice are no ingredients), 
cr-laftly, whether from a natural cruel- 
ty of difpofition, abftrafted from all 
views and confidcrations of fclf: to 
which one, or whether to all jointly, we 
are indebted for this contagious mala- 
dy> thus much is certain, from what^ 
ever feeds it fprings, the growth and 
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progreis of it are as dcftruftivc to, as 
Acy arc unbecoming, a civilized people. 
To pais a hard and ill-natured rcfledion, 
upon an undefigning aftion i to invent, 
or, which is equally bad^ to propagate 
a vexatious report without colour and 
grounds; to plunder an innocent n^an 
of his charafter and gocxi name, a jewel 
which, perhaps, he has ftarved himfelf 
to purchafe, and probably would hazard 
his life to fecure; to rob hitxi at the 
fame time of his happinefs ' and peace 
of mind, perhaps his bread, — the bread, 
inay be, of a virtuous family : and all 
this, as Salomon fays of the madman, 
who cafteth firebrands, arrows and 
death, and faith. Am I not in fport? 
all this out of wantonnefs, and oftcner 
from worfe motives j the whole appears 
fuch a complication of badnefs, as re- 
quires no words or warmth of fancy to 
aggravate. Pride, treachery, envy, hy- 
pocrify, malice, cruelty, and felf-love, 
may have been faid, in one fliape or 
other, to have occafioned all the frauds 
and mifchiefs that ever happened in the 
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ifi^or!d;'b\it' the' chances againft a coiriJ* 
citence of thtm all in one pcrfon are fo 
many, that one would have fuppofed 
the charafker of a common flanderer as 
rare and difficult a produftion in nature 
as that of a great genius, which feldonri 
happens above once in an age. 

But whatever was the cafe, when St. 
James wrote his epiftle, we have been 
very fuccefsful in later days, and have 
found out the art, by a proper manage- 
ment of fight and fhade, to compound 
all thefe vices together, fo as to give 
body and ftrength to the whole, whilft 
no one but a difcerning artift is able to 
difcover the labours that join in finiifh- 

ing the pifture. And, indeed, like 

rtiany other bad originals in the world, 

'.^— it ftands in need of all the difguife it 

has. — For who could be enamoured of 

' a charafter, made up of fo loathfome 

a compound, could they behold it 

' naked,— in its crooked and deformed 

thape, with all its natural and de- 

'tefteid infirmities laid open to public 
View? 
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And, therefore, it were to be wilhedj 
tliat one cx>uld do in this malignant cafe 
of ^the mind, — ^what is generally done 
for the public good, in the more malig- 
nant and epidemical cafes of the body, 
— that is, — when they are found infec- 
tbas, — to write a hiftory of the dif- 
teaiper, — and afcertain all the fymp- 
tom^ of the malady, fo that every one 
might know, whom he might venture 
ta go near, with tolerable fafety to him- 

felf. But alas ! the fymptoms of this 

appear in lb many ftrange and contra- 
dictory (hapes, and v;^ry fo wonderfully 
v»i:h the temper and habit of the patient, 
that they are not to be claffed, — or re- 
duced to any one regular fyftem. 

Ten thcufand are the vehicles in which 
this deadiy poifon is prepared and com- 
n:unica:ed to the world, — and, by feme 
z:zlu\ hzr.ds, 'tis done by fo fubtle and 
nice an infjllor:, that it is not to be 
ta.led cr cifcovcred^ but by its cfFcfts^ 

Kcw frec'Jtrr.iIv is the honefty and in- 
tegrity cf a iT.in difpofed of by a f:riile 
cr a fnru^: — How manv srood and <re- 
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nerous anions have been funk into ob- 
livion by a diftruftful look, — or ftampc 
with the imputation of proceeding from 
bad motives, by a myfterious and fea- 
fonable whifper ? 

Look into companies of thofe whole 
gentle natures fliould difarm them, 
we Ihall find no better account. 
How large a portion of chaftity is fent 

out of the world by diftant hints, 

nodded away, and cruelly winked inta 
fufpicion, by the envy of thofe wha are 
paffcd all temptation of it themfelves i 
■ How often does the reputation of 
a helplefs creature bleed by a report — 
which the party, who is at the pains to 
propagate it, beholds with much pity 

and fellow-feeling, that Ihe is hearti-- 

ly ibrry for it, — hopes in Gao it is not 

irue^ however, as Archbifhop Til- 

lotfon wittily obfcrves upon it, is re- 
folved, in the mean time, to give the re- 
peat her pafs, that at lead it may have 
fair play to take its fortune in the world, 
— to be believed or not, according to 
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the charity of thofc, into whofc hands. i£ 
fliail happen to fall. 

So fruitful is this vice in variety of 
--experiments, to fatiate as well as difguife 
itfelf. But if thefc fmoother weapons 
cut fo fore, — what fhall we fay of open 
^nd unblulhing fcandal — fubjefted to no 
caution, — tied down to no reftraints ? — 
If the one, like an arrow fhot in the 
dark, does neverthelefs fo much fecret 
mifchief, — this, like the pefiilence which 
ragcth at noon-day, fweeps all before it, 
levelling without diftindion the good 
and the bad; a thoufand fall beiide it, 
and ten thoufand on its right-hand, — 
they fall.^fo rent and torn in this tender 
'part of them, fo unmercifully butcher- 
ed, as fometimes never to recover either 
the wounds, — or the anguifh of heart,— ^ 

which they have occafioned* 

. But there is nothing fo bad which will 
jiot admit of fomething to be faid in its 
defence. 

And here it may be afked, — Whether 
the inconveniencies and ill effeds which 
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.the> world feels from the licentioufnefa 
of this pradbice — are not fufficientJy 
^counterbalanced by the real influence it 
-has upon men's lives and conduft ? : ■■ ■ » 
That if there was no evil fpcaking in 
the world, thoufands would be encou- 
raged to do ill, — and would rulh into 
many indecorums, like a horfe into the 
battle, — were they fure to efcape the 
tongues of men. 

That if we take a general view of the 
• world, — we fhall find that a great deal 
of virtue, — at leaft of the outward ap- 
pearance of it, — is not fo much from 
any fixed princi})le, as the terror of what 
the world will fay, — and the liberty it 
will take upon the occafions we Ihall 
give. 

- .:That, if we defcend to particulars, 

numbers are every day taking more pains 

iito be well fpokcn of, — than what would 

r -aAually enable them to live fo as to de- 

fcrve it. 

;)i'jThat there are many of both fcxes, 
- vho can fupport life well enough, with- 
out honour and chaftity, — who, without 
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■ However, to thofe, who in tbwx>bjcc-? 
tion arc really concerned for the caufe 
of virtue, I cannot help recommending 
what would much more effectually ferva 
her ineereft, and be H furer token of their 
teal and attachment to her : And that 
is,— in all fuch plain inftances where it 
feems to be duty, to fix a diftindioa 
betwixt the good anrf the bad, — to let 
their adions fpeak it inftead of their 
words, or at leaft to let them both fpeak 
one language. We all of His '"talk fii 
loud againft vicious chara<5lers, and arq 
fo unanimous in our cry againft them — 
that an unexperienced man who only 
trufted his ears, would imagine xikt 
whole world was in an uproar about it, 
and that mankind were all aObciating 
together, to hunt vice utterly out of the 

world. Shift the fcene and lee 

Mai behold the reception which vice 
meets with, — he will fee the condudk 
and behaviour of the world towards it, 
fo oppofite to their declarations, — ho 
m^UI find all he heard, fo contradicted 
by what he faw>*— as to leave him in 
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t^ainff 'riietti Ifi'^Ilthe pt^Hc^'pfe^ 
till they hkd iaiisfied the virotVd by ^iv- 
iHg teftimony of a better. ^—i- A "ftW 
luch plain and honcft maxims faithfxilljf 
put in praaice,^- — would forte t^ 
tipoft fbme degree of reformation.' Till 
this is done, — it avails little that we haviS 
no mercy upon them with our tongues; 
fince they efcape without feeling any 
other inconvenience. ■ 

* We air cry out that the world is cor- 
rupt, — and I fear too juftlyj — but wc! 
never refleft, what we have to thank /or 
it, and that our open countenance of 
vice, which gives the lie to our privafe 
cenfures of it, is its chief proteftion and 
encouragement. — To thofe however 
who ftill believe that evil-fpcakihg is 
fome terror to evil-doers, one may an- 
fwer, as a great man has done upon the 
Mcafion, — that after all our cxhorta- 
fions againft it, — 'tis not to be feared, 
btit that there will be evil-fpeaking 
klofugh left in the world to chaftife thisf 
^Ity, — and we may fafely tnift them 
to ^n ill-natured world, that there will 
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SERMON XII. 

Jofcph^a Hiftory confidered* 

Forgivcnels of Injuries. 
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And when- Jofeph*! firethren faw tbat their fstlier vf^ 
dead, they faid, Jofeph will peradventure hate mu 
and will certainly requite us all the evils which we 
did unto him. 

rrtHERi arc few inftances of the 
^ cxcrcifc of particular virtues which 
feem harder to attain to, or which 
appear more amiable and engaging 
in themfelves, than thofc o( modera- 
tion and the forgivenefs of injuries 1 
and when the temptations againft them 
happen to be heightened by the bitter- 
nefs of a provocation on one hand, and 
the fairnefs of an opportunity to retaliate 
cm the other, the inftances then arc truly 
great and heroic. The words of the 
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<rfi ^ ttoder ?:^:itid' affedting ^ircimiftande^i 
whiqh wbiaflfd dfford matter for reftec-^' 
tidns- itfeftrl for the condnd of almollf 
every, pare and ftage of a man's lif«.-i^ 
But as the words of the text, as well aft 
the' intention and compafs of this dif^ 
coorfc, particularly confine nne to fpeak 
only to one point, namely the forgive-* 
nefs of injuries, it will be proper only to 
confider luch circumftances of the ftory^ 
fis will place this inftance of it in its juft 
light, and then proceed to take a more 
general ufe of the great example of 
moderation and forbearance, which^ It 
ftts before us. ^* 

It feems ftrange at firft fight, that 
after the fons of Jacob had fallen into 
'Jofeph's power, when they were forced 
by the forenefs of the famine to go down 
into Egypt to buy corn, and had found 
iiim too good a man even to expoftu- 
late with them for an injury, which he 
jtt^liiyd then to have digefted, and piouf- 
ly^ to haire rcfolved into the 6ver-ruling 
providentre of God, for the prefervation 
^f'thiich people, how they could eVet 

0.4 



v.\:rT 





L*.: 


••« •• 


- : 


>— .■■■^■ 


-..' 


'-J' 


( 


;l— . 






['\\ 




*- 


171 


I 


%,_ 


.:. 




:if 



::::^' •. I 



.. V il 



S E R M O N }rn. iji 

uppear to them, to be the effedb of any 
warm and fudden tranfport, which rrvrght 
as fuddenly give way to other reflec- 
tions> but that it evidently fprung from 
a fettled principle of unconnmon gene- 
rolity in his nature, which was above 
the temptation of making ufe of an op- 
portunity for revenge, which the courfc 
of GoD^s providence had put into hi» 
hands for better purpofes ; and what 
might ftill feem to confirm this, was 
the evidence of his aftions to them af» 
tcrwards, in bringing them and all their 
houfchold up out of Canaan, and placing 
them near him in the land of Golhen, 
the richcft part of Egypt, where they 
had had io many years experience of his 
love and kindnefs. And yet it is plain 
all this did not clear his motive fron> 
fofpicion^ or at lead themfelves of fome 
apprehenfions of a change in his con- 
duft towards them. And was it not that 
the whole tranfaftion was written under 
tba direction of the Spirit of truth, and 
that other hiftorians concur in doing 
jufticc to Jofeph's Ghara^ftcr^ andfpcak 



SMKU ^^me mitiu Sr »t^ vou writ tar, to 
w^vtic lew;, nut Motts might paf^ 
*i*wr were amic&xi suae circwnllance^ 
* K>»t-c<t ^ 3g*V A5 i; vg q [ V vhtcf^ kid alanri'* 
€K 4KP^ dirmnnrv Dccwrst the time of his 
^M: ^«n::tnic:u«cuir ami tiur of their 
«wner^ .ii!>an. ■ f or cwt could iK>t 
^ wirtvrwcs ^* inj loccneions without 
9iiiie ^%t?c. -ani itir w;»re dbo fear was. 
' ■ S^te vTVts iv< t cvltr conictence 
^Htsvt 4tr v^ . invr cite* ^ Jtfcj the grounds, 
^i« wsutc:^ iuj ccvRTf to tfuak irtdf 

X tv: ..^rxfu^ ^k* A^^< -• "? c\e hearts of 
^>>MC ^iKr v*v: V cx*v~ vivr.vjrve ill, we 
'hx^ u' MK* -\; ••' It i.-lr^ce, where a 
<Mrv!tv«s 'x*!^* :;^ :"*"*^ hinvi> where 
•Sx^-c ^Mi^ \ri{' x*r^ft Cs> exrect one, 
>/.s ■.( "^i^S: Arvr i.v- tocc^'tevi the heart 
wn-i I v•t^r'*<v c^ ^v^'^vnc x:>i ccncem, 
wivo> -v^-^.i;^ V '^^^-ttv ^"^ rrientment 
vVv 'c vt>c -vxxv. V^ > t';!-:^ jetton will 
?:> -civc '^vi. V'tf V^.^ ro e\rlaia this 
o-f cv:'t^ . >fc'-vc> oo:v::> --^ fte ilory. 
Fcr It :s obiv.'rv-^c4e* ch»it when the in- 
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jury they had done their brother was 
firfl: committed, and the faft was frcfh 
upon their minds> and mofl: likely to 
have filled them with a fenfe of guilt, 
we find no acknowledgment or com- 
plaint to one another of fuch a load, as 
one might imagine it had laid upon 
them } and from that event, through a . 
long courfe of years, to the time they had 
gone down to Egypt, we read not once 
of any forrow or compunftion of heart, 
which they had felt during all that time, 
for what they had done. They had art- 
fully impofcd upon their parent — (and 
as men are ingenious cafuifts in their 
own affairs) they had, probably, as art- 
fully impofcd upon their own confci- 
ences; — and poffibly had never impar- 
tially reflefted upon the adlion, or con- 
jfldered it in its jufl light, till the many 
s^ of their brother's love and kindnefs 
had brought it before them, with all the 
jqircumftances of aggravation which his 

j^eljiaviour would naturally give it. 

'^'hey then began maturely to confider 
what they had done, that they had 
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•od waa karot arrivtd at an age to 
tpmprohend ctuire was fuch atbing>ia 
tbe . world as ^nry and ambition i^n^'-H- 
tblit if fuch offences in a brother^ fo 
hirlf carried their own excufes with 
theoij. what could they fay for themn 
ielveai when they confidered it was for 
thi9 they had ahTioft unanimoufly con-* 

fpircd to rob him of his lifcj and 

though they, were happily reftrained 
Croai ihedding his blood upon Reuben'a 
rfmonftrance, that they had neverthe^^ 
l^fs all the guilt of the intention to an*^ 
fwer for. That whatever motive it waa 
which then flayed their hands, their 
oonfciences told thecn, it could not be a 
good one> fince they had changed the 
fentence for one no lefs cruel in itfelf^ 
and what to an ingenuous nature waa 
worfe than death, to be fold for a (lave. 
•^Xhe one was common to al],<~the 
other only to the unfortunate. That it 
Irna: not companion which then took 
phMCc, for had there been any way open 
tOi'that, his tears and entreaties muft 
Imra^founi it,, whea they faw the an<« 
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than his^ fuflferings were ftiU grievous^ 
Vbat^ his-'f€€t were butt with fetters^ 
and the iron entered even into bis fouL 
And no doubt, • his brethren thought 
the fcnfe of their injury muft have 
entered at the fame time, and waa 
then rivetted and fixed in his mind for 
ever. 

It is natural to imagine they argued 
and reflected in this manner, and there 
feems no neceflity of feeking for t.he 
reaibn of their uncafinefs and didruft in 
Jofeph's conduft, or any other external 
caufe, fince the inward workings of 
their own minds will eafily account for 
the evil they apprehended. -i — A ferics 
of benefits and kindnefTcs from a man 
{bey had injured, gradually heightened 
tKe; idea of their own guilt, till at length 
tlv»y could not conceive, how the trefpafs 
comW. be forgiven them; — it appeared 
V^^ fuch frefh circumftances of aggra- 
Xfttion, that though they were convinced 
^..fcjfcntment flept, yet they thought 
i;,.Qniy flept, and was likely fome time 
g^^, otl^r. to awake^ and moft probably 
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vtis conceived in fuch words as fcemcd 
to ftiggcft an argument in their favour, 
—as if it would not become him, whof 
was but a fdiow-fervant of their fa-^ 
thcr's God, to harbour revenge, or ufc 
the power their father's God had given 
him againft his children. Nor wa$ 
there a rcafon in any thing, but the 
fears of a guilty confcience to appre- 
hend it, as appears from the reception 
which the addrefs met, which was fuch 
as befpokc an uncommon goodnefs of 
nature; for when they thus fpake unto 

him, the hiftorian fays, he wepL 

Sympathy, for the forrow and diftrefs 
'pf fo many fons of his father, now all 
in his power,— pain at fo open and in- 
genuous a confeffion of their guilt,—* 
concern and pity for the long punifli- 
mcnt they muft have endured by fo 
ftubborn a remorle, which fo many 
years fcemed not to have diminilhed; 
tXhc affcding idea of their condition, 
)iphicli had feemed to reduce them to 
khc ncccflity of holding up their hands 
jSiv.nierf:y, when tbcy had loft their pro^ 
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rcniicr pai&i^ ftn^ 
giing^ mg c th er 3C nmir ovcrcasnt luen i 
— -hp honk into tess^ wiiick fpoke 
wiiat iangoagc cQulii mac atxrmpc It 
will be nic«^^^^ chdcfiare ca enlarge «iy 
fiurtiier upaa this incidcnr^ which fur- 
nifitcs us with lb beautitui a. pi^ore of a 
compaffionate and tergiviog temper^ 
diat I diink no worda can beighteii it| 
— but rath^ let ua eadcarour to find 
out hf what helps and reafinin^ the 
patriarch might be fiippofed to attain to 
fb exalted and engaging a Tirtiie. Per- 
hiq)s you Hill fay, «« That ooe fo tho- 
roughly cotflrinccd, as Joieph iecnied 
to be, of the 4ver-ruling providence of 
GoDi which fb evidently makes ufe of 
the malice and paffions of men, and 
turns diem as infhwments in his liands 
to work his own righceoufnefs and bri^g 
^bout his eternal decrees, — and of 
which bis own hiftory was f^ plain an 
inftancc, could not have far to fcek for 
an argument to forgivcncfs, or feel 
much ftruggle in ftifling an inclination 
againft it/' — —But let aqy man lay hi< 



hand upon his heart and fzy, how oftcnt 
in inftanoes where anger and revenge 
had leized him^ has this doftrine come 
in to his aid ! — In the bitternefs of an 
affronCy how often hais it calmed his paf«- 
fions, and checked the fury of his re- 
fcntment? — True and univerfally be- 
lieved as th« doftrinc is amoiigfl U6« it 
feldom does this feryice, though fo weli 
fuited for it, and like fome wife ftarute, 
never executed or thought of, though 
in full forxre, lies as unheeded as if it was 
not in being. 

'Tls plain 'twas otherways in the pr^ 
fent inftaoce, -where Jofeph feenns to ac^ 
Iqiowledge the influence it had upon 
him, in his declaration, — ^ That it was 
not they, but God who fcnt him."* And 
doles not this virtue (hine the bfightefl: 
In Rich a pious application of the per^ 
(bafion to fo benevolent a purpofc f 

Without derogating from the merfc 
of his forbearance, he mighc be fup- 
j^Sfed to have cafl: an eye upon the 
change and uncertainty of human affaire 
whjdy hi^ had-feen himfelf, ar^d which 
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only from a ftrcngth and greatnefs of 
foul, confcious of its own force and fe- 
curity, and above the little temptations 
of relenting every fruitlefs attempt to in-^ 
terrupt its happincfs. Moreover, fetting 
aljde all confidcrations of his charafter, 
in pafllng by an injury, he was the trucft 
friend likewifc to his own happinefs and 
peace of mind ; he never felt that fret- 
ful ftorm of paflions, which hurry men 
on to afts of revenge, or fuffcrcd thofc 
pangs of horror which purfuc it. Thus 
he might poflibly argue, and no farther; 
— for want of a better foundation and 
better helps, he could raife the building 
no higher i — to carry it upwards to its 
pcrfcftion, we mull call in to our aid that 
more fpiritual and refined dodlrine in- 
troduced upon it by Chrift » namely, • to 
forgive a brother, not only to feven 
times, but to feventy times feven,—— 
.that is, without limitation. 

In this, the excellency of the gofpel 

.is faid, by fome one, to appear with a 

remarkable advantage j " That a chrift- 

ian is as much difpofed to love and 
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With jufticc therefore might the fon 
of Sirach conclude, concerning pride, 
that fctrct ftream, which admin ifters to 
the overflowings of refentments, that 
it was not made for man^ nor furious 
anger for him that is born of a woman. 
That the one did not become his fta- 
tion, and that the other was dcftruftive 
to ^l the happinefs he was intended to 
receive from it# How miferably then 
mult: thofe men turn tyrants againfl 
themfeives, as well as others^ who grow 
fplenetic and revengeful^ not only upon 
the little unavoidable oppofitions and 
oflfences ' they muft meet with in the 
comppcrce of the world j but upon 
thofe. which only reach them by report^ 
and acfcordingly torment theii* little fouls 
w|th. meditating how to return the inju- 
ry, before they are certain they have re* 
ctlved one ? Whether this eager fenfi- 
biljty of wrongs and refcntment arifes 
froni that general caufe, co which the- 
fon of Sirach feems to reduce all fierce an^ 
ger and paflion ; or whether to a certain 
ipurnefs of temper, which ftands in every 
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fprc-baftd with the man he has hurt, and 
not only to hate him for the evil he ex- 
pels in return, but even to purfue him 
down, and put it out of his power to 
make reprifah. 

The bafenefs of this is fuch, that it is 
fufficient to make the fame obfervation, 
which was made upon the crime of par- 
ricide amongft the Grecians : — it was fa 
black,— —their legiflators did not fup- 
pofe it could be committed, and there* 
fore made no law to punilh it. 
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Duty of fetting Bounds to our 
Defires^ 



S KIM08 IV. 13^. 

And he faid unto him, Say now unto her, Behold^ thoti 
haft been careful for ut with all thii care i-^what it 
to be done for thte ?— wonldft thou be fpokcn for to 
the king, or the captain of the hoft f — And (he an* 
^eredi I dwell among mine own people. 

THE firft part of the text is the words 
which the prophet Elifha puts into 
the mouth of his fcrvant Gehazi, as a 
tneflage of thanks to the wonnan of 
Shunem for her great kindnefs and 
hofpitdity, of which, after the acknow- 
ledgment of his juft fenfe^ which Ge- 
hftzi is bid to deliver in the words—* 
«• Behold, thou haft been careful for us 
with all this care ;'' — he direfts him to 
enquire in what manner he may bcft 
make a return in diicharge of the obli- 
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gacGn, — « What (hall be done for thcc ? 
Wouldi tfaoa be fpckcn for to the king^ 
cr :hc captain of the hoft ?" The laft 
part of the text is the Shiinamife's an- 
fwv, which implies a refufal of the ho- 
noBT or advantage which the prophet 
intended to bring upon her by fuch an 
application, which Ihe indiredtly ex- 
prefies in her contentment and fatisfac- 
tion, with what (he enjoyed in her pre- 
faic ftadon ; ** I dwell among mine owii 
people.'* This inftancc of felf-denial in 
the Shtmamite, is but properly the in- 
troduckioa to her ftory, and gives rife 
to chat long and very pacbetic tranfac- 
tion, which follows in the fupcrnatural 
grant of a child, which God had many 
years denied her. — The affefting lofs of 
him as loon as hc^ was grown up — and 
his reftoration to life by Elilha, after he 
had been fbme time dead ; the whole of 
which, though extremely intcrcfting, and 
tbnr.ing luch incidents as would afford 
lutEcient matter for inftrudion, yet, as 
:c will not fall within the intention of 
:h'S diicourle, I Ihall beg leave at this 
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time barely to confider thefe previous 
circumftance's of it, to which the text 
confines me ; upon which I (hall en- 
large with fuch reflections as occur» and 
then proceed to that praftical ufe and ex- 
hortation, which will naturally fall from it. 
* We find that after Elifha had refcued 
the diftrefled widow and her two Ions 
from the hands of the creditor, by the 
miraculous multiplication of her oil, — 
that he pafled on to Shunem, where, we 
read, was a great woman, and (he con- 
ftrained him to eat bread i and fo it was, 
that, as often as he pafled by, he turned 
in thither to eat bread. The facrcd 
hiltorian fpeaks barely of her temporal 
condition and ftation in life. — " That 
(he was a great woman," but defcribes 
not the more material part of her, her 
virtues and charadter, becaufe they were 
more evidently to be dilcovered from the 
trarjfaflipn itfelf, from which it appears, 
that (he was not only wealthy, but like- 
wife charitable, and of a very confider- 
ate turn of mind. For after many re- 
peated invitations and entertainments at 
her houfe, finding hi» occafions called 
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cioQS were fixed upon another objeft, 
vvhich was dearer and more important to 
him. But as fuch outward appearances 
may and often have been counterfeited, 
{6 that the adlions of a man are certain- 
ly the only interpreters to be relied on, 
whether fuch colours are true or falfc 
— — fo (he had heard that all was of a 
piece there, and that he was throughout 
confident ; that he had never in any one 
inftance of his life afted as if he had any 
views in the affairs of this world, in 
which he had never interefted himfelf at 
all| but where the glory of his God, or 
the good and prefervation of his fellow- 
creatures, at firfl: inclined him : that, in 
a late inftance, before he came to Shunem, 
he had done one of the kindeft and mofl: 
charitable actions that a good man could 
have done, in aflifting the widow and fa- 
therlefs j and, as the faft was Angular, 
and had juft happened before her know- 
ledge of him, no doubt flie had heard 
the ftory with all the tender circum- 
ftances which a true report would give it 
ID his fi^vourj namely^ that a certain 
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generous> to enable her to live comfort- 
ably the remainder of her d^ys;: She 
confidered that charity and compaflion 
was fo leading a virtue^ and had fuch 
an influence upon every other part of a 
man^s charader^ as to be a fufiicienc 
proof by itfclf of the inward difpofition 
^d goodnefs of the heart i but that fo 
engaging an inftance of it as thisj exer- 
cifed in fo kind and feafonable a man- 
ner, was a demonftration of his, — and 
that he was in truth what outward cir*- 
cumftances bcfpoke, a holy man of 

God, As the Shunamite^s principle 

and motive for her hofpitality to Elilha 
was juft, as it fprung from an idea of the 
worth and merit of her gueft, fo like- 
wife was the manner of doing it kind 
and confidcrate. It is obfervablc (he 
does not folicit her huA)and to afTign 
him an apartment in her own houfe, 
but to build him a chamber on the wall 

apart; (he confidered, that true 

piety wanted no witneiTes, and was al*^ 
ways mod at eafe when moft privates 
—that the tumult and diftraftion of a 
VOL. vu a 
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knows noc ho^ to accept it; and no 
doubt 'ftie had one, if not both thefc 
difficulties to conquer in their turns. — 
For we read, that (he conftraincd him, 
and in all likelihood forced his accept- 
ance of itj with all the warmth and 
friendly opennefs of a humane and ho- 
ijpitablc temper. 

• It is with benefits as with injuries in 
this refpeft, that we do not fo much 
Weigh the accidental good or evil thejr 
do us, as that which they were defigned 

to do us. That is, we confider no 

part of them fo much as their intention -, 
and the prophet's behaviour confequent 
upon this, (hews he beheld it through 
this medium, or in fome fuch advantage- 
ous light as I have placed it. 

There is no burden fo heavy to a 
grateful mind, as a debt of kiridnefs un- 
paid j and we may believe Eliftia 

Tclt it fo, from the earned defire which he 
had, upon the immediate receipt of this, 
to difcharge himfelf of it, which he ex- 
prcfTes in the text in the warmeft man- 
ner j *^ Behold, thou haft been carc- 

S 2 
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fol for us with all this care : What 

fhaH be done for thee i WouMft thou 
be fpoken for to the king, or the cap- 
tain of his hoft ?" — There is a degree 
d* honeft impatience in the words, fuch^ 
as was natural to a good man, who 
would not be bchind*hand with his be« 
nefaftor. — But theie is one thing which 
may feem ftrange at firft fi^t, that as her 
flation and condition of life was fuch, that 
ffae appeared rather to have abounded 
already, than ftood in want of any thing 
in this world which fuch an application 
could fupply, — why the prophet fhould 
not rather have propofed fome fpiritual 
advantage, which, as it would better 
have become the fanftity of his charac- 
ter on the one hand, fo, on the other, it 
would have done a mcM-c real and lading 
fcrvicc to his friend. 

But we are to refleft, that, in return- 
ing favours, we aft differently from 
what we do in conferring them : — in the 
one cafe we fimply confider what is beft, 
— in the other, what is moft acceptable. 
The rcafon is, that we have a right ta 
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^St according to our o^vn ideas of what 
will do the party moft good, in the cafe 
where we beftow a favour j — buo where 
we rctiurn one, we lofe this right, and 
B£t according to his conceptions, who 
has obliged us, and endeavour to repay 
in fuch a manner as we think it moft 
likely to be accepted in difcharg^ of the 
obligation. — So that, though we are 
fiOit to imagine Eliiha could be wanting 
in religious duties, as well as wifhes, 
to fo hofpitable a friend, we may yet fup* 
pofc he was direfted here by this princi- 
j^le of equity,— —and that in reflefting 
m what manner he fhould requite his 
benefaftrefs, he had confidered, that to 
one of her affluent condition, who had 
all the reaf(mable comforts of an inde«- 
pendent life,-.**— if there was any paf*- 
fion yet unfatisfied, it muft certainly be 
ambition : that though in general it was 
an irregular appetite, which, in moft 
cafes, *twas dangerous to gratify, yet in 
effect 'twas only fo far criminal, as the 
power which is acquired was perverted 
to bad and vicious purpofes,. which it 
$ 3 
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WW nM likdjr to be liere, from the 
Iprcimm^ (be had alreadyrgiT^a of ha 
^^loficiooy which <jhevcd that! if ; ihe 
did wifli for an increaie of wealth or 
hooooff ihe wiihed it only, as it would 
enable her more generoofly to extend 
her arm in kind c^ce$» and iocneafe the 
power as well as the opportunicres of 
doing good* 

In juftice to Eliflia's motive^ which 
muft have been good, we muft fuppoie 
he confidered his oSer in this light ; and 
what principally led him to propofe it, 
was the great intereft which he had with 
the king of Ifrael at that time, which he 
had merited by a (ignal fervice ; and as 
he had no views for himfelf, he thought 
It could not be employed fo well as in 
eftablifhing the fortune of one, whofe 
virtue might be fo fafely truftcd with it. 
It was a juftifiable prepofleflion in her 

favour, though one, not always to 

be relied on j for there is many a ont 
who in a moderate ftation, and with a 
IcflTcr degree of power, has behaved with 
honour and unblemifhed reputation. 
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mnd who has even borne the buffctings 
of adverfe fortune well, and manifeftecj 
great prefence and ftrengch of mind Uf^ 
der it, whom nevcrthclefs a high cxalt^ 
ation has at once overcome, and fo cn^ 
tircly changed, as if the party had left 
not only his virtue, but even himfclf 
behind him* 

Whether the Shunamite dreaded tq 
make this dangerous experiment of her- 
felf, — or, which is more likely, that fhe 
had learned to fet bounds to her .defires> 
and was too well fatisfied with her pre- 
fent condition to be tempted out of it, 
ihe declines the offer in the clofe of the 
text: — " I dwell amongft my own pev* 
fU\' as if flie had faid, " The intended 
kindnefs is far from being fmall, but it is 
not ufeful to mej I live here, as thou art 
a witnefs, in peace, in a contented obfcu- 
rity; — -not fo high as to provoke envy, 
nor fo low as to be trodden down and der 
fpifed. In this fafe and middle ftate, as 
J have lived amongft my own pcop^, 
fo let me die out of the reach, both of 
tiic cares and glories of the world,.— ^ 
s 4 
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*Tis fit, O holy man of God 1 that I learn 
fome time or other to fet bounds to my 
dcfires, and if I cannot fix them how, 
when I have already more than my wants 
require, when Ihall I hope to do it ?— 
Or how (hould I cxpedSt, that even this 
increafe of honour or fortune would fully 
fatisfy and content my ambition, fhould 
I now give way to it ?'* 

So engaging ah inftance ofunaflfefted 
moderation and felf-denial, deferves well 
to be confidercd by the buftlers in this 
worlds — becaufe if we are to truft the 
face and courfe of things, we fcarcc 
fee any virtue fo hard to be put in 
praftice, and which the generality of 
mankind feem fo unwilling to learn, as 
this of knowing when they have enough, 
and when it is time to give over their 
worldly purfuits : — Aye I but nothing 
is more eafy, you will anfwer, than to fix 
this point, and fet certain bounds to it, 
—''For my own part, you will fay, I 
declare, I want and would wifh no more, 
but a fufRcient competency of thofc 
things, which are requifite to the real 
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ufes and occ^fions of life, fuitable to the 
way I have been taught to expeft from 
ufc and education/' — But recoUeft how 
feldom it ever happens, when thefc points 
are fecured, but that new occafions and 
new neceflities prefent themfelves, and 
every day as you grow richer, frefti wants 
arc difcovered, which rife up before you, 
as you afcend the hill; fo that every ftep 
you take, — every acceflion to your for- 
tune, fet your defires one degree far- 
ther from reft and fatisfaftion j that 

fomething you have not yet grafped, and 

poffibly never (hall ; that devil of a 

phantom unpoffeffed and unpoflefTable is 
perpetually haunting you, and ftepping 
in betwixt you and your contentment'. — 
Unhappy creature I to think of enjoying 
that blefling without moderation! — or 
imagine that fo facred a temple can be 
raifed upon the foundation of wealth or 
power ! — If the ground-work is not Idd 
within your own mind, they will as foon 
add a cubit to your ftature, as to your 
happinefs. — To be convinced it is fo,— 
pray look up to thofe who have got a$ 
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true (late of his joy and fufFerings, could 
be fairly balanced with thofe of his bet- 
ters^ whether any thing would appear at 
the foot of the account, but what would 
recommend the moral of this difcourfe. 
— This, I own, is not to be attained to, 
by the cynical dale triclc of haranguing 
againft the gopds of fortune — they were 
never intended to be talked out of the 
world. — But as virtue and true wifdom 
lie in the middle of extremes, — on one 
hand, not to negleft and defpife riches, 
fo as to forget ourfelves, and on the 
other, not to purfue and love them fo as 

to forget God J to have them fome- 

times in our heads — but always, fome- 
thing more important in our hearts. 
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SERMON XIV. 
Self-Examination. 

ISAIAH X. 3. 

The ox knoweth his owner, and the afs his maftef s cri&V 
—but Ifracl doth not know, — my people doth not 
confider. 






[s a fcvcrc but an affbaionate 
reproach of the prophet's^ laid 
againft the Ifraelites, which may fafeljr 
be applied to every heedlefs, and un- 
thankful people, who are neither won by 
God's mercies, or terrified by his punifli- 
ments. — There is a giddy, thoughtlefs, 
intemperate fpirit gone forth into the 
world, which poffeffes the generality of 
mankind, — and the reafon the world is 
undone, is, becaufe the world does not 
confider, — confiders neither aweful re- 
gard to God— or the true relation them- 
fclves bear to him. — Could they confider 
this, and learn to weigh the caufes, and 
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compare the confequences of thifigs^ and 
to cxcrcife the teafon^ which God has 
put into ns for <he got^rrimcnt Hhd di^ 
reftion of our lives, — there wotild ht 
Ibme hopes of .« refonnatioii t'^-^J-^but 
as the world goes, there is no leifiiite'fbr 
fuch enquiries, and ib full arc our rninds 
of other matters, that we hav'c not diii^ 
t6 aik, or a heart to anfwer the queff ioiii 
we ought to put to ourielves. 
- Whatever our condition is, 'ti&good 
t0* 'be acquainted ^th it in time, to be 
able to fupfdy what is wanting,<-:{rM 
examine the ftate of our accounts, be- 
fore we come to give them up to an im- 
partial judge. 

The moft inconfiderate fee the reafon* 
ablcncfs of this, — there being few, T be- 
lieve, either fo thoughtlefs, or even fb 
bad, but that they fometimes enter upon 
this duty, and have feme fhort intervals 
of fclf-examination, which they are 
forced upon, if from no other motive, 
yet at lead to free themfelves from the 
load and oppreflion of fpirits they muft 
neccffarily be fubjeft to without it,—— 
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But as the fcripture frequently intimates 
— and obfervation confirms it daily,— 
that there are many miftakes attending 

the difcharge of this duty, 1 can* 

not make the remainder of this dif- 
courfe more ufeful, than by a ftiort 
enquiry into them. I fhall therefore, 
firfl, beg leave to remind you of fome 
of the many unhappy ways, by which we 
often fet about this irkfome tafk of exa- 
mining our works, without being either 
the better or the wifer for the employ- 
ment. 

And firft then let us begin with that 
which is the foundation of almoft all the 
other falfe meafures v/e take in this mat- 
ter, that is, the fetting about the ex- 
amination of our works, before we are 
prepared with honeft difpofitions to 
amend them. — This is beginning the 
"work at the wrong end. Thefc previous 
difpofitions in the heart, are the wheels 
that fliould make this work go eafily 

and fuccefsfully forwards, and to 

xake them off, and proceed without 
them, 'tis no miracle, if, like Pharaoh's 
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chariots, they that drive them, — driv^ 
them heavily along. 

Befides, if a man is not fincerely in-* 
cUned to reform his faults, — 'tis not like- 
ly he fliould be inclined to fee them, — 
nor will all the weekly preparations that 
ever were wrote, bring him nearer the 
point; — fo that with how ferious a face 

ibcver he begins to examine, he no 

longer does the office of an enquirer^ — 
but an apologift, whofe bufinefs is not to 
fearch for truth but ikilfuUy to 

hide it. So long — therefore, as this 

pre-engagement lafts betwixt the man 
and his old habits,—— there is little 
profpeft of proving his works to any 
good purpofe — of whatever kind they 
are, with fo ftrong an intereft and power 
on their fide. — As in other trials, fo in 
this, 'tis no wonder, if the evidence is 
puzzled and confounded, and the feveral 
fafts and circumftances fo twifted from 
their natural (hapes, and the whole proof 
fo altered and confirmed on the other 

fide, as to leave the lafl ftate of that 

man even worfe than the firft. 
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, A fecond unhappy, though general 
miftake in this great duty of proving 
our works, — is that which the apoftle 
hints at ; in the doing it, not by a dirc6t 
cxaoiination of our own adions, but 
from a comparative view of them with 
the lives and adions of other men. 
When a man is going to enter upon 

this work of felf-examination, there 

is nothing fo common, as to fee him — 

look round him inftead of looking 

within him. — He looks round, — finds 
out Ibme one, who is more malicious,-*- 
fees another that is.more covetous, a third 
that is more proud and imperious than 

himfelf and fo indiredlly forms a 

judgment of himfelf, not from a review 
of his life, and a proving of his own 
works, as the apoftle direds him, but 
rather from proving the works of others, 
and from their infirmities and defefts 
drawing a deceitful conclufion in favour 

of himfelf. In all competitions of 

this kind — one may venture to fay there 
will be ever fo much of felf-lovc in a 
man, as to draw a flattering likeneia of 

VOL. VI. T 
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Me rf-til» ptf i ief i» ma d 'tirBill i» 

If heh^ not ib ctwA iirffiit^ tik»g M 
M give bftk a- coeife pifibut of tiil4illic^ 

lifo make thetMie as tHJMpc-kl^firigMijtl 

tttbe others :.? 

Thus the phtrHee^ wkcn Iht enttret 
f he tctn^^, — ^Bo iboner km the pilbi^ 
fican, but that momeiit lie ibiniad Bm 
idea tb hiinfelf of all die vicA and toiv 
tiiptldb^ that could poffiUy enter iiilo 
the. foan^ii charafter'— — iuid with glett 
dexterity ftated all his own vimm Md 
good qvHaltttes orer againft them. His 
abftinence and frequent falling,— entail- 
nefs in the debts, and ceremonies of the 
law; not balancing the account as. hp 
ought to have done> in this manner: — 
What ! though this man is a publican 
and a Tinner, have not I my vices as 
well as he ? *Tis true, his partic^^Ur ' 
office expofes him to many tempta«* 
tions of committing extortion and injuf- 
tice; — but then — am not I a dcvourer of 
"Widows houfes, and guilty of one of the 
snoft cruel inftaaces of the fame crime ? 



SB R M ON XIV; S75 

He poiTibly is a profane perfon, and 
may fee religion at nought ;~but do noc 
I" myfeif far a pretence make long pray- 
er%, and bring the greateft of all fcandals 
upon religion, by making it a cloak 
to my ambitious and worldly views ?-— 
if he, laftly, is debauched and intempe- 
rate,— ^am not 1 confcious of as corrupt 
aiid wanton diipofitions ; and that a fair 
and guarded outfide is my bcft pretence 
to the oppofite charaftcr ? 

If a man will examine his works by a 
comparative view of them with others ;— 
this, no doubt, would be the fairer way, 
and leaft likely to miflead him. — But 
as this is feldom the method this trial is 
gone through, — in fact, it generally turns 
out to be as treacherous and delufive 
to the man himfelf, as it is uncandid 
to the man who is dragged into the 
comparifonj and whoever judges of 
liimfclf by this rule, — fo long as there 
is no fcarcity of vicious charadlers in the 
world, — *tis to be feared, he will often 
take the occafions of triumph and re- 
T a 
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joicing,^ where in truth he ought rather 
to be lorry and afhamed. 

A third error in the manner of prov- 
ing our works, is what we are guilty of, 
when we leave out of the calculation the 
only material parts of them ; — I mean, 
the motives and firft principles from 
Mf hence tliey proceeded. There is many 
a fair inftance of generofity, chaftity, 
and felf-denial, which the world may 
give a man the credit of, — which if he 
would give himfclf the leifure to refleft 
upon and trace back to their firft 
fpiings, — he would be confcious, pro- 
ceeded from fuch views and intentions, 
as if known would not be to his honour, 
— I'he truth of this may be made evi- 
dent by a thoufand inftances in life : — 
and yet there is nothing more ufual than 
for a man when he is going upon this 
duty of felf-examination, — inftcad of 
calling his own ways to remembrance, 
— to clofe the wliole enquiry at once, 
with this (liort challenge; — " That he 
defies the world to fay ill of him.'' If the 



world has no cxprefs evidence',' thiif' iri-'j 
deed maybe an argument' of his good' 
luck; but no fatisfaftory one, of ihe 
real goodnefs and innocence of his lif<:.' 
—A- ^^^ niay be a very bad man, — ' 
and yet through caution,— — through 
deep-laid policy and defign may fb 
guard all outward appearances, as never 
to want this negative teftimony on his 
fide; — ihat the world knows no evil of 
hinjy — how little foever he deferves it, — ' 
Of all aflays upon a man's fclf, this may 
be faid to be the flighteftj this method of 
'proving the goodnefs of our works- 
differing but little in kind from that un- 
happy one, which many unwary people 
take in proving the goodnefs of their 
coin, — who, if it happens to be fufpi- 
cious, — inftead of bringing it either to 
the balance or the touch-ftone to try its 
worth, — they ignorantly go forth j try, 
if they can pafs it upon the world :— if 
fo, all is well, and they are faved all the 
expence and pains of enquiring after and 
detefting the cheat. 

T 3 



inco which thouiands of wdl Ai i a ftiMgc 
OKfltmo an wfiiaaRl iM^aheT^tonOfa 
cknck b^ herdoftrioesriif aikncfihr^Mm^ 
flflurn^ ^of 4mriu ofiu p tw w gatioii^ and' 
tberfiuny locntire pfaAicc* faifrd upoo: 
tUt^capitaL ftock.— The trade of^ which- 
it' carried to fuch a height^ ia po^Ot 
ooutitricii diat if 70a was at Rome or 
Naples now^ and was di^xifed, in com^: 
pKance with the apoiUe's exhortation iir 
die text, to fet about this duty, to prove 
your own works, — *tis great odds whc* 
thcr you would be fufiercd to do it 
yourfelf, without interruption ; and you 
might be faid to have cfcapcd well, if 
the firft perfon you confulted upon it 
did not talk you out of your refolution, 
and poffibly your fenfes too at the feme 

time. ^^Provc your works ?~- for 

Heaven's fake, defift from fo rafh an 
undertaking. — What ! — truft your own 
(kill and judgment in a matter of fo 
much difficulty and. importance, -r-r- 



vil^e»,tiictc are fo jsuny; whofe bufiiicf9.i€ 
istmrwho. ujpdcrttand U lb well, ind who . 
cfuitiio ic for you with fo much fafecy aad 
adva,quge. 

. If irour works muft be proved, you 
would be advifed by all means ta fend 
them to undergo this operation with 
feme one who knows what he is about> 
either fome expert or noted confefTot 
of the church, — or to fome convent, or 
religious fociety, who are in poffeffion 
of a large ftock of good works of alt 
kinds, wrought up by faints and confefp- 
fors, where you may fuit yourfelf — and 
either get the defefts of your own fup- 
plied, — or be accommodated with new 
ones ready proved to your hands, (ealed, 
and certified to be fo, by the Pope's com« 
miflary and the notaries of his ecclefi*^ 
aftic court. There needs little more to 
lay open this fatal error, — than barely 
to reprefent it. So 1 Ihall only add i 
fliopt remark, — that they who are per-i 
fuaded t?o be thus virtuous by proxy^ 
and will prove t^e goodnefs of thei^ 
works only by deputies, — ^will kavc M 
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rcalbn to complain agalnft God's jufficc, 
-1-if he fuffers them to go to heaveh 
drily in the fame manner, — that is,— by 
deputies too. 

The laft miftake which I fliall hdvc 
time to mention, is that which the Me- 
thodifts have revived, for 'tis no new er- 
ror — but one which has mifled thoufands 
before thefe days, wherever enthufiafm 

had got footing,- and that is, 

the attempting to prove their works by 
that very argument which is the greateft 
proof of their weaknefs and fuperftitiori : 
— I mean that extraordinary impulfc 
and intercourlc with the Spirit of God 
which they pretend to, and whofe ope- 
rations (if you truft them) are fo fenfibly 
felt in their hearts and fouls, as to ren- 
der at once all other proofs of their 
works ncedlcfs to themfelves. — This, I 
own, is one of the moft fummary ways 
of proceeding in this duty of felf-exa- 
mination, and, as it proves a man*s 
works in the grofs, it favcs him a world 
of fobcr thought and inquiry after many 
vexatious particulars. 
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Indeed, if. the premifcs wc:re tri^c,!—. 
the inference is diredt. For when ai man 
dreams of thefe inward workings . and. 
wakes with the imprcffion of them ftrong 
upon his brain ; 'tis not ftrange, he fliowld 

think himfelf a chofen veflel, fandti- 

fied within andfealed up unto the per-, 

feft day of redemption j and fo long as 

fuch a one is led captive by this error, 

— there is nothing in nature to induce. 

him to this duty of examining his own 

works in the fenfe of the prophet :— — , 

for however bad they are, — fo long as his 

credulity and enthufiafm equal them, 'tis 

impoffible they fliould difturb his confci- 

ence, or frighten him into a reformation, 

Thefe are fome of the unhappy miftakcs 

in the many methods this work is fcl 

about, — which in a great mcafure rob 

us of the fruits we expefted — and forac- 

times fo entirely blaft them, that we arc 

neither the better or wifer for all the 

pains we have taken. 

There are many other falfe fteps 
which lead us the fame way, — but the de- 
lineation of thefe, however, may ferve at 
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Tciibti to complain againft God*s juffitc, 
-liif he fuffers them to go to heiaveh 
oWy in' the fame manner,— that is, — by 
deputies too. 

^ The laft miftake which I fliall hive 
time to mention, is that which the Me- 
thodifts have revived, for *tis no new er- 
ror — but one which has mifled thoufands 
before thefe days, wherever enthufiafm 

had got footing, and that is, 

the attempting to prove their works by 
that very argument which is the greateft 
proof of their weaknefs and fuperftitiori : 
—I mean that extraordinary impulfc 
and intercourfe with the Spirit of God 
which they pretend to, and whofe ope- 
rations (if you truft them) are fo fenfibly 
felt in their hearts and fouls, as to ren- 
der at once all other proofs of their 
works needlefs to themfelves. — This, I 
own, is one of the moft fummary ways 
of proceeding in this duty of felf-exa- 
mination, and, as it proves a man*s 
works in the grofs, it faves him a world 
of fober thought and inquiry after many 
vexatious particulars. 



<be firhe critical exaftncfe and fame 
fAerc'ing cufiofity, we arc wont to fit in 
judgment upon others ;- — varnifhihg 
nothing— and difgiiifing nothing. If 
he proceeds thus, and in every relation 
of life takes a full view of himfelf with- 
out prejudice- traces his a<5lions to 

their principles without mercy, and looks 
into the dark corners and recefles of his 
heart without fear — and upon fuch an 

enquiry he afts confident with his 

view in it, by reforming his errors, fcpa- 
rating the drofs and purifying the whole 

mafs with repentance; this will bid 

fair for examining a man's works in the 
apoftle's fenfc : — and whoever difcharges 
the duty thus — with a view to fcripture> 

which is the rule in this cafe and to 

jeafon, which is the applier of this rule 

in all cafes need not fear but he will 

have what the prophet calls rejcicitigin 
himfelf^ and that he will lay the founda- 
tion of his peace and comfort where it 

ought to lie that is, within himfelf 

— in the teftimony of a good confcience> 
and the joyful expeftation thatj^ having 
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porkiliere. Goo vUlftq«tptitbc9iJM(>T 
. 4i|)M'du9«|^i;bemeFitiafCbrift« w)liidi 
fyimfrant. Amen. 
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